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ACTION:AmEmbassy LAGOS 


STATE 


Ll. Please deliver following message from the President to 
General Gowon making clear that message was relayed from 
President at his ranch in Texas: 

2. KH QUOTE Your Excellency: The new year brings renewed 
hope for an early end to the sorrow and bloodshed which 
beset Nigeria. All Amm Americans join me in expressing our 
deep sympathy for the lives already lost and our strong 
hope that 1968 will bring a restoration of peace. 

I K know, your exes Excellency, that the tragedy of 
civil war has caused you much pain. May the new year bring 
a happier day to you and to all the people of Nigeria. 
Sincerely, Lyndon B. Johnson UNQUOTE 
3. White House does not plan to publish text but has no 
objection to publication by recipient. 

END 


MIGROFILMED BY 88/8 


Telegraphic transmission and 


classification approved by: s/s a M - 


Dratted bys AB /APWKRPSmit 
Rev'd text fm White Hoe 


Clearances: \ : nN 
White House - ae 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Classification 


FORM 
os Doz? 


DECLASSIFIED, _ 


thority VND ? 


1 Wea Date AZ 


." 

3 

4 

7 
5 

f 


a“ 


‘0 6FORM 
\ Boe DS-322 


“~ 


ip WH POL (S-/ NIGER 91667 


[50 b. 29 BIAEIRA-WV/ GEKA 


OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State 


INDICATE: [J cottect 
(1) CHARGE To 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Classification 


Origin 


MEFOR oc/T USE ONLY 


ACTION: Amembassy LAGOS 


STATE a 


1. Embassy requested transmit following to Dr. Okoi ae 
a 

Arikpo, Commissioner of External Affairs: 
Q 


QUOTE: Dear Mr. Commissioner: Please accept my warmest 


It was a great pleasure to see you_in October,and 
good wishes for the New Year. / XIXPOXDX xbox yotrentx KICK KOS 


I look forward to our future meetings. I join in what I know is 
your profound hope that the coming year will bring peace 


KKEX. Signed Dean Rusk QHK® UNQUOTE 
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} MIEDeEST = ETR SaNY TIME FROM NOW")? AND WITH. BOTH BRIGADIER 
} cJOOR AND HIS ASSISTANT LTC SULE APOLO ALSO AWAY FROM LAGOS SINCE 
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Ao ENUGU AREAS ENUGU PROPER REMAINS QUITE+, ROAD EMENE"NKKALAGUs 
HOWEVER» NOT YET ENTIRELY SECURE FROM REBEL HARRASSEKMENTs FEDERAL 
ACTION ‘CLEAR THIS STRETCH CONTINUES» REBEL FORCES ATTACKED 


FEDERAL POSITIONS VICINITY VILLAGE.EKE (@627N 721€) (APPROX 


FOUR MILES WEST NINE MILE CORNER 27/28 DEC BUT "WERE REPULSED" 


Bo BONNY AREAS ALTHOUGH ARMY SOURCES GIVE NO_GUTWARD EVIDENCE - 
UNDUE CONCERN FOR FEDERAL POSITIONS. BONNY, -FACT FEDERAL: CASULATIES 
CONTINUE ARRIVE LAGOS AND WESTERN STATE HOSPITALS FROM BONNY 
ATTESTS TO FACT FEDERAL POSITIONS BONNY» FACT FEDERAL ASUALTIES 
CONTINUE ARRIVE LAGOS AND WESTERN STATE HOSPITALS FROM BONNY 
ATTESTS TO FACT FEDERAL EFFORTS CLEAR BONNY ISLAND COMPLEX. 
CONTINUE UNABATED® IN ADDITION, FMG CONTINUES STEADYFLOW TROOPS 
ANC SUPPLIES INTO BONNY AREA DESPITE "TROUBLE WITH ONE ENGINE» 
LCT NNS LOKOJA DEPARTED LAGOS FOR BONNY WITH TROOPSs SUPPLIES» AND 


“EQUIPMENT (TO INCLUDE VEHICLES) 28610@A2e LOKOQWA ESCORTED BY 


SOB KADUNAe PATROL CRAFT _NNS OGOJA DEPARTED LAGOS FOR BONNY AREA 
282O40A~4 NAVAL AUXILLIARY NNS KWA RIVER DEPARTED LAGOS FOR BONNY 
WITH STORES» EQUIPMENT AND SOME TROOPS ABUARD 30063UA6 


ce CALABAR! REPORTS FROM CIVILIAN SOURCES, BOTH EXPAT AND. 
NIGERIAN, WHO HAVE BEEN IN CALABAR VERY RECENTLY VARY WIDELY 


BOTH IN FACT AND SUBSTANCE* SOME SEE SITUAT[ON COMPLETELY UNDER 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 5525cC SECRET  - eke ; 
FEDERAL CONTROL AND RETURNING NORMAL# OTHERS SEE FEDERAL HOLD 
MCONTINUALLY THREATENED BY REBEL_ACTIVITY"e SUURCES ARMY AND 

SUPREME H@s LAGOS» HOWEVERs APPEAR SATISFIED AT "GOOD PROGRESS" 


BEING MADE CALABAR AND ADJACENT AREASe AIR FORCE COMMANDER ALAO 
SCOFFED AT REPORTS FEDERAL HOLD ON TOWN PRECARIOUS» SAID HE HAD 
TWG FLIGHTS (GNE MIG AND ONE DELFIN) OPERATING FROM AIRPORTs THE 
WRUNWAYS ARE BEING EXTENDED", AND "THRE NO TROUBLE AT ALL IN 
AREA™e ADEKUNLE HOW HAS ‘ONE PANHARD EQUIPPED RECCE "TROOPH | 


(BELIEVED TO BE SECTION WITH THREE PANHARDS) UPERATING WITH ‘HIS 
FORWARD ELEMENTS-ON ROAD FROM CALABAR TO IKOT OKPORAs- 


be MID“WEST! REPORTS FROM WIDE VARIETY SOURCES IN AGBORs 


'UMUNEDEs ASABA AREAS OF MIDWEST FOR LAST WEEK TO TEN DAYS | 
€ONTINUE INDICATE MOVEMENTS LARGE ELEMENTS MURITALLE MUHAMMED? S 
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SECOND DLY TRUOPS FROM AREAS MENTIONED "NORTHWARD". ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY BULK FEDERAL TROOPS REPORTED #“GUNE FROM ASABA" 6 
ON 26 DECEMBER REPORTS HAD "ABOUT ‘THREE THOUSAND TROOPS AT TOWN 
UROMI" (@643N H820E) WRKICH APPROX FIVE ROAD MILES NORTHWEST 
UBIAJA AND ON ROAD NETWORK LEADING TO AUCHI AND ITOAHe (AT SANE 
TIMEs HOWEVERN LOCATION TROOPS STIL. LEAVES THeM ON ROAD NET 
LEADING TO WIGER RIVER TOWN ILLUSHT PMé4in O638E) OFT MENTIONED 


PAGE 4 RUTALS 5525CC S & CRE T_ E 7 ; 
AND REPORTED AS POSSIBLE RIVER STAGING AREA FuR FEDERAL OPERATIONS 
AGAINST REBEL FORCES EAST CENTRAL STATES TROOPS APPEARED © 

eERY YOUNG" WERE “ALL EQUIPPED FOR RIVER CROSSING" AND !MANY 
ASSAULT BUATS" IN EVIDENCEs REPORTS ARE THAT “RUMORS IN MIDeWEST 
HAVE MUHAMMED ANO HIS ‘DIVISION MAKING ANOTHER ATTEMPT CROSS RIVER 
NAR FUTURE! s GN AFTERNOON 26 DECEMBER, REPORTS HAD "MUHAMMED 

ANO HIS ENTIRE HEADQUARTERS MOVING NORTH FROM AGBOR TOWARD 

URGCMI"%.s 

Eo ALSO IN MIWeWEST, THERE ARE CONTINUING INDICATIONS INCREASED 
FEDERAL MIL ACTIVITY Im SOUTHER MID=WESTERN CREEKS AREA VICINTIY 
PATANIe SOME SOURCES SEEM BELIEVE ONE FEDERAL. OBJECTIVE IN PREP 
FOR EVENTUAL MOVE ON PORT HARCOURT LIKELY BE RIVERS STATE. : 
TOWN AHOADA (4404N @639€) OWN SAMBRIERO RIVER AND ON TARRED ROAD 
NETWORK LEADING EAST AND THENCE SOUTHEAST TO FORT HARCOURTes THESE 
SOURCES BELIEVE THIS RCAD NETWORK WILL GE ONE ROUTE FEDERAL 
ADVANCE ON HAWCOURT ANC THAT ENTIRE ROUTE AND SUPPORTING CREEK 
NET WORK HAS *ALREADY BEEN RECONNOTAERED JN DETAIL BY FEDERAL 


MIL PERSONNEL": (ROAD DISTANCE AHGADA TO PORT HARCOURT APPROX 
42 MILES). 
Bo NAVY: THE TWO SOV ORIGIN MOTOR PATROL CRAFT NOW IN COMMISSION 
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30 (NFD) REF PAR 4De MY @518 DEC 67 {NOTAL)3_UN 27 DECEMBER» 
COUNSELLOR ISRAELI EMBASSY, LAGOS» TOLD DATT ISRAELI GOVT 
WSEEKING SOME WAT TO DEMONSTRATE. MEANINGFUL AND REAISTIC 

SUPORT FMGs BUT DESIRING KEEP SUCH SUPPORT AS FREE CONTROVERSY 

AS POSSBILE"» HAS OFFERED FURNISH FUR FMG USE APPROX THIRTY=VIE 
TSARELI ARMY MILITARY SURGEONS WITH SUPPORTING STAFFS, EQUIPMENT 
ETCos TOPROVIDE "MOST SoORELY LACKING ELEMENT IN ENTIRE FEDERAL 
MIL EFFORT » ADEQUATE AND TIMELY FIELD MEDICAL SUPPORT". 
SOURCE SAID OFFER HAD BEEN MOST WELCME BY FMG AND AN ISRAELI ARMY 
SURGEON NOW IN NIGERIA WORKING WITH FMG MzL SURGEONS FIRM UP 
DETAILS SUPPORT TO BE FURNISHED, WITH CONCURRENCE FMG» ISRAELI 
GOVT DESIRES PROJECT BE INITIATED ASAP WITH THE "GREATEST SECRECY 
PREVAILING ON PROJECT FOR AS LONG AS POSSIBLE"® SOURCE SAID 
REASON FOR HIS SECRECY WAS ISRAELI] GOVT SCARED STIFF. THAT IF 
EITHER SOVS Ok UAR GET WIND THIS PROJECT THEY WILL ATTEMPT _ 
SABOTAGE IT BEFORE IT GETS OFF _GROUND"s SOURCE ASKED INFO BE HELD 
STRICTEST CONFIDENCE AND THAT REASON HE REVEALING DETAILS ISRAELI 
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PLAN AND REQUESTING SECRECY WAS HE “SURE YOUR PEOPLE (DAL), HAD 
GOTTEN WIND OF PROJECT", SOURCE FELT THAT IF PROJECT GOT GQING | 
ANY ATTEMPT BY SOVS OR VAR TO SABOTAGE PROJECT WOULD BE MDYNAMITE 
FOR THEM TO PLAY WITH". BUT THAT "IF THEY COULD"s THEY WOULD 


pO ALL IN THEIR POWER To PREVENT PROJECT GETTING UNDER WAY'te 

COLONEL EoOo EKPOs SUPREME HQs HAS PASSED SOME THESE DETAILS TO 
DEFENSE ADVISOR TO UeKe HGH COMM, LAGOS, WHO ALSO REPORTING THEM 
UNDER "PROJECT" LABE}o BECAUSE SENSITIVITY OF ISRAELI PERSONNEL 
HERE ON PROJECTs INFO SHOULD BE HELD CLOSELY AND DISCUSSED :ONLY 


IN APPROPRIATE USG CHANNELS ON STRICT "NEED TO KNOW BASIS" 
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{> ACCORDING TO FBIS MONETORING REPORT NeS@é6la» RADIO 
BIAFRA BOADCAST NEWSTALK EARLY DECEMBER 23 ENTITLED "VISIT 
OF AMERICAN NEGRO LEADERS"o EXCERPTS OF TEXT ARE QUOTED 

AS INDICATIVE OF BIAFRAN SEARCH FOR SUPPORT AND REFLECTION 
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OFFICIAL POLICY OF OJUKWU GOVERNMENT 


@e NEWSTALKS BEGIN? "YOUNG REPUBLIC OF BIAF RA eevee 

DESIRE OF FOUR PROMINENT AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS to 
UNDERTAKE AN EMERGENCY TRIP TO AFRICA TO ee SOLUTION To 
NIGERTA» eBIAFRA WAR« THESE DOVES ARE "REV a OR» MARTIN LUYGER eINGs 
ROY WILKINS, WHITNEY YOUNG AND PHILLIP RANDOLPHY ALL 

MEMBERS OF CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN NEGROES FR aAfRitanocatt 


EAS aA ERE EET EET 


30 "CASE FOR QUR YOUNGREPUBLYC IS SIMPLE Ayr STRAIGHT 
FORWARDe WE NEVER AT ANY TIME SECEDED FROM DEELINGY 
FEDERATION OF NIGERIAsce NIGERIA SUBJECTED us Yo 
PERTOOEC AND SYSTEMATIC MASSACRESeove OVER Two MILLION 
DESTITUTE AND DISPGS SESSEN BYAFRANS WERE O?spLacen YN 
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PROCESSeooe JLLEGAL NIGERIAN FEDERRAL GOVERNMENT DLSCLATMED 
RESPONSTRILITY FOR THESE UNFORTUNATE PEOPLE ese ABURT ACCORE 
WAS NEVER IMPLEMENTED BY LAGOS: YET GOWON AND HIS MINTONS 
WERE NOT YET SATISFIEDoooeTHEY PLANNED MORE PROVOCATIONS 
DESIGNED TO PUSH US OUT OF FORMER FEDERATION OF INIGERTIAs 
RATHER THAN LET US ALONEs GOWON ‘CLIQUE LAUNCHED WAR OF 
GENOCIDE AND LOOT AGAINST USseo" ETC. 


ho NEWSTALK ‘CONCLUDES: “WE ARE CONVINCED THAT THERE 1S No 
BASTS FOR POLITICAL ASSOCIAT[ON. BETWEEN NIGERIA (AND RIAFRAY 
ecooANY SETTLEMENT THAT DOES NOT GUARANTEE SEPARATE | 
EXISTENCE FOR BIAFRA MEANS CERTAINSLAUGHTER FOR OUR PEOPLE > 

WE CANNOT OVEREMPHASIZE THIS POINTs (BIAFRa} ES ALWAYS 
WILLING TO GO TO.CONFERENCE TABLE TO END THTS CONFLICTe 
MAIMED MUST BE COMENSATED. .NIGERIA MUST COMPENSATE OUR 
FEOPLE FOR HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF POUNDS. ccoLOSTeeosIN | 
VARIOUS ‘PARTS OF COUNTRY eo" | 
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In a rejoinder to an article by a Nigerian defending the policy of 
the Nigeria Federal Military Government (FMG) vis & vis the Eastern 


Region, Sam METZGER, the Editor of Unity, one of the two daily 
newspapers in Sierra Leone, has come down heavily on the Biafran 


side. 


The pro-FMG article, which was published in Unity on the same day of 
Metzger's reply, was innocous, Jt was a short piece written by a 
3 Nigerian named D. Okus-Tanbo (whom the Nigerian High Commission in 
— Freetown claims not to know) and accused the Ibos of a history of 
Ral gross tribalism climaxing in their present efforts to impose an 
unacceptable regime on five million non-Ibos Easterners. According 
to the author, the minority groups in the East want to join the 
Federation, but are prevented by the Ibo majority. 
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In his reply, Metzger says "We have heard all this stuff before -- 
which hardly justifies the fighting". Any "victory" in the conflict 
will be a Pyrrhic victory. When the OAU peace mission called on 
the East to renounce secession, says Metzger, it was wrong; the 
first requirement for a peaceful solution is to call off the war, 
: 


oe: 


which, after all, was declared by the FMG and not the East. When 
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Freetown A- xp? 


"General declared war on Biafra, he automatically accepted one fact -- 
the fact of Biafra's independence." And, adducing the historical 
precedents of other secessions, Metzger asserts "secession is no 


erime". 
BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


COMMENT: Metzger's piece is the first pro-Biafran argument to be 
written by a Sierra Leonean in the local press, although Unity has 
published similar articles written by Eastern Nigerians. As noted 

in the reftel, Metzger is very close to the Chairman of the National 
Reformation Couneil (RC) and he has acted as the Chairman's unofficial 
public relations adviser. Heretofore, the NRC has publically been a 
strong supporter of the FMG's cause, and there is no reason to predict 
an early reversal of this position. But, as reported previously, some 
members of the GSL and many other Sierra Leoneans, have misgivings 
about the Nigeriah situation and have argued that Sierra Leone should 
not become overly identified with the FMG's struggle with the East. 


The Freetown Nigeria High Commission has given the Embassy an 
interesting interpretation of the Metzger piece. They point out 

that in the early 1950's, Metzger was the Editor of the Morning Post 
in Lagos, which was government-owned. For some reason, Metzger 

lost this well-paying job, and returned to Sierra leone bitterly anti- 


Nigeria. He is gloating now that that nation has falled on evil days. 
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lenclosed is a translation of the letter from Dr. Elsie 
Kuehn-Leitz, which transmitted the declaration from Dr. 
Okpara, former Prime Minister of Eastern Nigeria. The 
Embassy sent the text of the Okpara statement in the 
In her letter, Dr. Kuehn~Leitz stresses the 
efforts of the Soviets to take advantage of the present 
situation in Nigeria to increase their role in Africa 
and pleads both for Western military assistance to 
Biafra and for help in ending the war. 


Dr. Kuehn-Leitz has a deep interest in Africa and is 
well connected in the Federal Republic. Her family 


: [Action | info. mnitiols| Controls the Leitz Optical Works at Wetzlar which makes 
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REF: LAGOS 4709 


SUBUt PLAYWRIGHT AND WOULD- “BE POLTICIAN REPORTEDLY 
TRANSFERRED FROM LAGOS PRISON 


fe WOLE SOYINKA HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED FROM THE MAXIMUM 
SECURITY PRISON IN LAGCS TO A PRISON IN THE NURTHs PROBABLY 
KADUNAs ACCORDING TO WELL*PLACED SOURCE. 


ae SOYINKA IS SAID TO ‘HAVE EMBARKED ON "NON@CUOPERATION - 
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PROGRAN* WITH THE PRISON AUTHORITIES EARLIER THIS MONTH, | 
BUT IT WOULD APPEAR THAT His LATEST MANEUVER HAS ONLY | 
RESULTED IN HIS TRANSFER 
| TO AN EVEN LESS ACCESSIBLE PLACE | 
: SO FAR AS HIS FRIENDS AND FAMILY ARE CONCERNED« 
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Ref: A. State 69103 (AIDTO Circular X2283); B. TOAID 733 


1. Washington legal rep Indian Head Mills has informed Department of 
cable received from caretaker-manager Abatex plant stating Abatex had 
been bombed early December by two FMG MIG's with extensive damage to 
facility. Story corroborated to Indian Head by two priests recently 
returned US from Eastern Nigeria. Indian Head understandably concerned 
and requesting we make representations to FMG. 

2. In view assurances by MinIndustry (ref B) to effect FMG would protect 
industrial investment throughout all Nigeria, Embassy may wish point out 
to Nigerian officials deleterious effects bombing incident will have in 
discouraging potential investors in Nigerian economy and attempt enlist 
FMG's cooperation in preventing recurrence, Dept aware sensitivity 
Nigerians this subject and willing leave question of whether and how 


approach FMG to discretion of Embassy. 


3. In any case, would appreciate any further details of bombing incident 
available to Embassy particularly re extent damage Abatex as well as any 


info which would be helpful in replying to Indian Head, 
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le POPE HAS ISSUED CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CEASE - FIRE IN NIGERIAs | | 
ACCORDING REUTERS REPORT YUST RECEIVED FROM VATICANe EVIDENTLY: 
APPEAL TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH VISIT TO LAGOS OF TWO PAPAL ENVOYS eal 


SO, 
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WHO ARE OFFICIALS OF CaTHOLIC INTERNATIONAL WELFARE ORGANIZATION 
(CARITAS}s MONSIGNOR DOMINIC CONWAYs RECTOR OF IRISH COLLEGE IN 
ROME AND MONSIGNOR GEORGE ROCHEAUs .ALSO FROM ROME 

@e IN SPEECH TOCOLLEGE OF CARDINALS» POPE ‘SAID HE TOOK OCCASION 

OF CHRISTMAS TO SEND YET ANOTHER APPEAL ToO_BOTH SIDES IN NIGERIA 
CIVIL WAR FOR " AT LEAST A CEASE-FIRE WHICH COULD PERHAP INSPIRE, 
GOD WILLING» THE BEGINNING OF NEW HARMONY IN FRATERNAL RELATIONS"e. 


30 ACCORDING FOREIGN JOURNALISTS, PAPAL ENVOYS ARE SEEKING 
HTDGH=LEVEL MEETINGS WITH FMG OFFICIALS. 
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C CNF IDEN T I AL 9519 DEC 676 SGD HALL IGANe ‘COUNTRY3 
NIGERIAs SUBJECT: UPDATE CURRENT _FMGZEASTERN MIL, SITUATION» 
DIA, FOR DYACOs ‘CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2- C# DA FOR ACSIe 
Le VERY SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT IN STRUCTURE NIGERIAN ARMY “FIELD 
st COMMANOSe EVIDENTLY EXTREMELY DISSATISFIED WITH DISMAL 
eee ot PERFORMANCE SECOND DIV UNDER LTC MURITALLE MUHAMMED SINCE -CAPTRE 
ASABA EARLY OCTOBER (WITH EMPHASIS ON FAILURE DIVISION MAKE ‘GOOD 
ON MUHAMMED'S BOASTS TAKE ONITSHAeNET RESULT. wHICH COST FMG AT 
LEAST. TWO VITAL MONTHS IN CAMPAIGN AGAINST REBEL:S*GOWON: HAS 
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APPARENTLY REMOVED MUHiMMED FROM COMMAND DIVISION AND ‘DIRECTED: 


# 

: HE ASSUME ‘COMMAND BONNY GARRISON _ANDTAKE OVER TASK :CLEARING | 
: BONNY REBEL FORCESe ACTION NOT.LIGHT ONE ON GOWON'S: PART AS THIS. f 
: TS BOTH SEVERE BLOW PRIDE SUPREME EGOTIST MUHAMMED AND BLOW AT | 
| ONE OF FEW REMAINING SENIOR HAUSA OFFICERS IN SERVICEe IT : 

: INDERSTOODs HOWEVER, GOWON TOOK ACTION AFTER VERY CAREFUL 
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THOUGHT AND AFTER ‘HAVING ‘SOUGHT AUTHORITATIVE aDVICE PERSONS 
HE TRUSTS IMPLICITLY ON LIKELY REAL ‘STRENGTH OR FOLLOWING 


MUHAMMED. AMONG OFFLCERS AND OTHER RANKS ARMY « EVIDENTLY 
SATISFLED ‘MUHAMMED "S POSITION INFLATED BEYOND WHAT JUSTIFIED 
BY CIRCUMSTANCES AND PERFORMANCES + AND (THaT “HE MOST UNPOPUL AR 
AMONG ‘SUBORDINATE SECOND DIV OFFICERS: -GOWON MADE HIS MOVE® 
KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES ‘SAY DECISION. NEXT COMMANDER SECOND |. 
DIVISION MAY BE TAKEN ‘SUPREME MIL COUNCIL Lagos TODAYe POSSIBLE 
STRONG ‘CAND EDATE. ‘FOR JOB IS .LT¢ SULE_ APOLG, ‘FURMER ‘COMMANDER FIRST 
BRIGADE, FIRST - ‘DIVs IN CAPTURE NSUKKA# AND. LATER STAFF OFFICER 
ARMY H@ AND SUPREME HQ. APOLO HAD GONE NORTH MIL BUSINESS AND 
NoT EXPECTED BACK UNTIL AFTER NEW ‘YEARS APOLO, HOWEVER» RETURNED 
LAGOS 22 DEC. APOLO MIDOLE BELTER ( BACHAMa TRIBE. NUMAN, ADAMWA 
PROVINCE | WHO HAS GOOD PERFORMANCE RECORD TO DATE» LATE WORD ON 
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SITUATION Is THAT MUHAMMED HAS REFUSED NEW ASSIGNMENTe IF 
POSSIBLE HOWEVER, THIS NOT ENTIRELY ‘UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENT 
FROM GOWON'S POINT OF VIEWe POSSIBLE ‘THAT IF MUHAMMED ‘CONTINUES 
SULK AT CHANGE ‘HIS FORTUNES GOWON WILL BE CONTENT LET HIM_SIT 
ON SIDELINES aS THIS WILL OBVIOUSLY ‘FURTHER DAMAGE ALREADY 

BADLY TARNISHED REPUTATION MUHAMMED AS THREAT TO GOWON. 
2@e FOLLOWING AVAIL USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCES AXMY HQ: 

Ao ENUGUs AREA REPORTED QUIET ALTHOUGH "WITHOUT SUCCESS". ANOTHER 
FEDERAL FORCE INVOLVED CLEARING ‘SMALL REBEL FORCE SAID OPERATING 
SECONDARY ROAD “FROM UGBOHO. VILLAGE. (B63GN O741E) SOUTH TO IpODO 
VITFAGE (w628N O74QE) ‘ON ROUTE ELEVEN APPROX MID-WAY BETWEEN 
EMENE AND NKALAGUs. 
Be CALABARt FED THIRD ‘DIV PATROLS OPERATING. FROM FED: HELD |... 
VILLAGE CREEKTOWN (9459N 0816£) BETWEEN CALABAR AND CROSS. RIVER 
REPORT SONE REBEL INFILTRATION. VICINITY VILLAGE ADIABO APPROX 
FIVE MILES NORTH CREEKTOWNe CALABAR SAID BE RETURNING 

NORMAL AS MORE CIVILIANS RETURN ‘TO .AREAs 

Ce BONNY: PROGRESS CLEAR_ISLAND COMPLEX CONTINUES SLOWLY BUT 
STEADILYs EXPAT ‘SOURCE NIGERIAN. POLICE ‘SAID APPROX EIGHTY 
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FEOERAL MOBILE POLICE RETURN LGOS FROM BONNY ABOARD SEQUESTERED 
GREEK “CARGO VESSEL WEL AF THERLA" AFTER SURRENGVER TO FEDERAL 
FORCES BONNY DURING WEEK ]@ DECEMBER. ALL CURKENTLY BEING 
INTERROGATED POLICE SPECTAL BRANCH LAGOS} RESULTS LIKELY 
DETERMINE POSSIBILITY ‘THEIR FUTURE USE BY NIGERIA POLICE 
EASTERN AREAS « 

De MID-WESTs MINOR MOVEMENTS BY SECOND DIV UNITS OCCURRING? 

i HEAY) CONCENTRATION FORCES ASABAs HOWEVER, CONTINUES: 


Sidney deena oi Sono nn phomiaceacaleaemonniinnncameces 


BREE Ried CE 


SIE BLS: 


NAVAL ACTIVITY® FOLLOWING VESSELS AT SEA FRIGATE NIGERIA 
ar BONNY ALONG WITH SDB KADUNA. ‘SDB SAPELE AT CROSS RIVER« LCT 
LOKOUA AND FLEET AUXITLTARY KWA RTVER AT SA BUT IN TRANSIT ON 
RESUPPLY REINFORCING RUNS BONNY AND CALABARe 
4e MISCELLANEOUS: 
| Ae REF PAR 38% MY @518DEC 671 SOURCE IN POSITION KNOW SAID 
AGREEMENT FMG PURCHASE TEN CARIBOU AIRCRAFT FROM CANADA 
SIGNED LAGOS 18 DECe 
Be WELL PLACES SOURCE WITH CLOSE AND CONTINUOUS ACCESS GOWON SAED 
THAT "RECENTLY" WHEN FED COMMISSIONER EXTAF, ARIKPO, IN MADRID, HE 
PHONED GOWON TO TELL HIM SPANISH AUTHORITIES HAD "TOLD HIM" TOTAL 
TWELVE T6 "TEXAN" AIRCRAFT GN GROUND IN SaQ TOME. FIVE THESE 


ee : PAGE 5 RUTALS 5384CC CONFIDENTIAL. 

HAVE PILOTS AND LOADED WITH BOMBS AND/OR ROCKETS FOR OFFENSIVE: 

SORTIE AGAINST TARGETS LAGOS AND IKOYIe« RaIDS PLANNED ‘TO BE 

PSYCHOLOGICAL IN PURPOSE AS OPPOSED MILITARY. AND "SPANISH 

SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED ATTACK DIPLOMATIC RESIDENCE: IKoyI IN | 

ATTEMPT DISCREDIT FMG. AND PANIC DIPLOMATS AND OTHER KEY: EXPATS: | 
TNTO LEAVING"+ SOURCE ‘SAID WARTKPO AND PORTUGESE AUTHORITIES 
HAVE GOTTEN ‘COLD FEET :ON OVERALL IMPLICATIONS SITUATION AND ‘HAVE 
go FAR DENIED PERMISSION FOR PLANES ‘TO LEAVE SAO TOME. ARMED" 
Ce SAME SOURCE SAID BALEWA (NIGERIAN DEP HIGH COMMISSTONER 

i LONDON) ON RECENT VISIT LAGOS WAS GIVEN MISSION BY GOWON 

e RECRUIT TEAM TO BE CHARGED WITH ATTEMPT DESTRUY BIAFRAN SUPER 

: CONSTELLATION ON GROUND LISBON. 

De DAO MAP OFFICER. ON VISIT OFFICE. DIRECTOR NIGERIAN MIL MEDICAL 

SERVICESs LAGOS» 21 DEC, SAw CONSELLOR ISRAELI EMBASSY AND 
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ISRAELI DOCTOR (SO IDENTIFIED) IN CONFERENCE wITH DIRECTOR» 
MAPS NIGERIA SPREAD ON TABLE AND ALL THREE STUDYING SEVERAL 
nGOQSE EGGS MARKED ON MAP Ho PRIOR TIME ISRAELIS LEFT» DIRECTOR 
GAVE THEM LARGE FOLDER WHICH THEY ‘TOOK WITH THEM WITH DIRECTIONS 
OF DIRECTOR "STUDY IT AND LET ME KNOW". 
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REF: LAGOS 5245 


eng 


EXTAFF INFORMED EMBASSY TODAY GOC UNABLE 7Q DEVELOP ANY 
INFO ON ALLEGED HELICOPTER PURCHASE OR ON CANADIAN. 
PILOT EDWARD ELMER MEYERS (GR MAYERS) REPORTED TO BE 
INVOLVED « 
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| a ye F®° }FROM  : AMEMBASSY LAGOS fe eg. HR DATE: December 21, 1967 
i mr | rAe |) 48 | SUBJECT: ° Release of Nigerian Northern Chamber of Commerce 
Poteet concerning supply of Gonstellations to rebels 
{ oo REF : Lagos 5095 and 9225 
5 ARMY| CIA | NAVY 7 
, Osp-| usta | Ne Referenced telegrams ‘@tectinaea the Post story on the supply of: 
BW Yo 3 sixteen Constellations and £10 million to "Biafra". Attached: 
i WS. is the full text of the news release of the Norther Chamber i ae Soccer 
Es “[ of Commerce from which the newsstory was adapted. 
As the Enbassy has indicated in previous messages, e. & ‘Rnbtels: 435° 
and 5095, the Northern Chamber of Commerce is largely or wholly 
a false front. Inquiries made in the North and in Lagos indicate 
that it has no real business or commercial basis. Despite its 
lack of credentials it has proved over a number of months to be 
an effective mouthpiece for anti-American and anti-British propa- 
ganda. This time; as the peeneTeee eee indicate, it was 
2 less successful. 
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SUBYECT® UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONe DIA FOR 
DIACOSCINCSTRIKE FOR STRY2-C#0a FOR ACSI + 


Te ACTIVITIES AROUND ARMY HQ LAGOS LAST SEVERAL DAYS FOLLOWING 
SAME GENERAL AND NOW RECOGNIZABLE PATTERN WHICH DATT AND OTHER 
OBSERVERS HAVE NOTED THEREAT IN PERIODS IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING 
INITIATION PAST FEDERAL ARMY CAMPAIGNS IN’ EAST .CENTRAL STATE, 
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MEOwWEST OR MINORITY ANEAS FORMER EASTERN REGIONe OFFICE 


 gECURITY GREATLY INCREASED» MANY SMALL CONFERENCES AND GROUP 


DISCUSSIONS IN PROGRESS, ARMY AND SUPREME STAFFERS WEARING FIELD 
CLOTHING AND CARRYING ROLLS MAPS, AND INDICATIONS SEVERAL KEY 
ARMY AND SUPREME H@ STAFFERS "DG NOT EXPECT BE AVAILABLE LAGOS 

NEXT WEEK» THROUGH FAR MORE EFFECTIVE SECURITY OF INFO SHIELD 
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THAN HERETOFORE NOTED» UNNISTAKABLE IMPRESSION GATHERED MOST 
COMPETENT AND INTIMATE OBSERVERS NIGERIAN MIL SCENE THAT 

FEDERAL MILITARY REGROUPING UNDERWAY AND THAT SIGNIFICANT 

MILITARY ACTION AGAINST REBEL FORCES AND POSITIONS IMMINENT « 

AT ONE POINT OR OTHER IN CONVERSATIONS MOST NIGERIAN MIL 

SOURCES ALMOST INEVITABLY REFER ‘TO "BIG SURPRISE COMING*® OR WORDS 
CLOSELY. SIMILAR« IN VIEW EXTENSIVE: ‘FEDERAL TROOP SUILDUPS_ENUGU» 
MIDWEST AND BONNY/CALAGAR AREAS LAST SEVERAL WEEKSs AND INCREASED 
FEDERAL ACTIVITY ENUGU AREAS POSSIBILITIES FEDERAL ACTION BOADe 
ALTHOUGH REBEL MOVES BONNY COULD WELL HAVE UPSET FEDERAL SCHEDULE 
FOR ACTION AGAINST HARCOURT, THIS KNOWN REMAIN PRIME FEDERAL 
TARGET« THUSs FEDERAL ‘MQVES AT _HARCOURT OR AT OBJECTIVES 
INTERMEDIATE TO HARCOURT_IN NATURE. ARE AMONG STRONG POSSIBILITIESs 
AT SAME TIME» HOWEVER, IT STILL BELIEVED FEDERAL SECOND DIV IN 


PAGE 3 RUTALS §35@CC CONF IDENT 14 L. 22 
MIDWEST GEARED FOR MOVE ACROSS NIGERe IF THIS DEVELOPS, IT 
BELIEVED MOST LIKELY EMPLOYMENT WILL ENCOMPASS MOVE ACROSS NIGER 
INTO AREA NORTH ONITSHA WITH ULTIMATE OBJECTIVE THAT CITYe IT 
EMPHASIZEDs HOWEVER, TRIS VIEW BASED MAINLY OWN CONJECTURE SINCE, 
AS POINTED OUT, SECURITY UNUSUALLY TIGHT THIS ONE GENERAL 
ATMOSPHERES HOWEVER, ONE IMMINENT ACTION AND ALL CONCERNED 
WATCHING CLOSELY FOR EARLY WARNING INDICATORS AREAS LIKELY 
ACTIONe 


2e AT ENUGU, ARMY SOURCES SAY REBEL ‘FORCES MADE ABORTIVE ATTEMPT 
RECAPTURE NKALAGU (NEWLY CAPTURED. BY FEDERAL FURCES) NITE. 

le DECEMBER» ATTEMPT SAID TO HAVE “WBEEN VERY ylLOOoy" 

FOR REBEL ATTACKERS AS FEDERAL .COMMANDER, ANTICIPATING “NOW 

VERY FAMILIAR PATTERN" REBEL COUNTERATTACKS» HAD DUG IN AND 
PREPARED. DEFENSES ESPECIALLY POINTED FOR THIS CONTINGENCY o 

REBEL ATTACK FORCES BELIEVED To HAVE BEEN PART REBEL FORCES 
ABAKALIKI AREA. 


3e NAVAL ACTIVITY _ eee Sn ass : 
Ae PATROL ‘CRAFT NNS OGOGUA RETURNED LAGOS FROM SEA !194700A DEC« 
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' LCT NNS LOKOJA, AGAIN HEAVILY LOADED TROOPS AND SUPPLIES, 

{ DEPARTED LAGOS FOR BONNY. OR ‘CALABAR NITE 1972¢ DEC 

| Be EXPAT SOURCE WHO SAILED LAGOS-TO CALABAR Ow NIGERIAN NAVY 
SEQUESTERED GREEK CARGO VESSEL “ELAF THERIA" RECENTLY SAIDN ON 
i RETURN LAGOS, SHIPPING USING CROSS RIVER CHANNEL STILL SUBJECT 
MORTAR FIRE FROM ORON AREA FIRE, HOWEVERs VRY INACCURATE AND 
CLOSEST HIT TO ELAF THERIA "ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED YARDS GFF". 
VESSEL ALSO TUOK"SOME SMALL ARMS FIRE" FROM EAST BANK ‘CABLE 
ISLAND JUST EAST OF ANS SCREEING ORON FROM DIRECT CROSS RIVER 
OBSERVATIGNe ALL COMMERCIAL SHIPPING ENTERING CROSS RIVER 
ESCORTED TO ‘CALABAR BY NIG NAVY SDBe 

Ce ADMIRAL WEYs COMMANDING NIGERIAN NAVY» IN Touch WITH LAGOS 
HARBOR MASTER OVER LAST TWO DAYS ON AVAILABILITY SHIPPING 
SUSCEPTIBLE CHARTER FOR CALASAR AND/OR BONNY TRIPS» NO SELECTION 
BELTEVED MADE AS YETe 


30 NIGERIAN AIR FORCES 

Ae INFO AVAIL DATT FROM RELIEBLE AND KNOWLEDGEABLE MIL SOURCE 
JTNDECATES THAT WITH RESPEGT MIG FLIGHT STATIONED CALABAR SIX 
PILOTS AVA IL, THESE FOUR PLANES» ‘FOUR ARE NIGERIANSS TWO: OF 

WHOM HAVE NOW BEEN FLYING COMBAT MISSIONS AGAINST HARCOURTs ORON» 


PAGE S RUTALS 535@CC C. WF I D'E NTI AL 

OPOBO | AND ETC# AND SNEY” ‘TWO ARE ‘EGYPTIANS (ONE LT COLONEL AND 
OTHER A MAJOR IN EGYPTIAN AIR FORCE)« 

Be REF RECENT DATT INFO ON PROBABLE PURCHASE oY FMG OF CANADIAN 
F CARIBOU AIRCRAFT e ON 18 DECEMBER, ‘REGIONAL MANAGER DEHAVILLAND 
i -CANADAs MRe PRIESTLY, ARRIVED LAGOS ‘FOR NEGOT{ATIONS ATTENDANT 
THIS MATTERe SOURCE IN POSITION KNOW SAID THAT ON RECENT VISIT 
FEO ‘COMM EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ARIKPO TO ‘CANADA HE. TRIED FOR 

CANDIAN GIFT THESE AIRCRAFT TO FMG. AS MMILITARY ASSITANCE%. | 
-CANDIANS REJECTED THIS AND SUGGESTED FMG PAY UNE HALF ‘TOTAL 
PURCHASE. PRICE IN CASH (APPROX ONE AND ONE HALF MILLION NIGERIAN 
POUNDS AT Us Be 8@ PER NIG POUND) AND NEGOTIATE FOR PAYMENT 
BALANCE OVER FIVE YEAR PERIOD. THIS APPARENTLY FRAMEWORK 

UNDER WHICH CURRENT NESOTIATIONS BEING CONDUCTED» 


iti BO acu cen igen NASA tT rman ni nc eee 
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ee, HEAD TWO SEPARATE PURCHSING TEsMS WITH SPECIFIC PURCHASING 

MISSIONS IN UsK» AND ON CONTINENT» SUM APPROX TWO AND ONE 

GUARTER MILLION NIGERIAN POUNDS HAS BEEN ALLOCATED FOR THESE 

COMBINED TEAMS USE OF WHICH APPROX ONE aNd ONE QUARTER MILLION 

NIG POUNDS GOING TO CURRENT PURCHASES IN UeKe ON WHICH DETAILS OF DEL 
| TVERY a. a bf ge ie Pete ; 

| TO BE FIRMED UP BY ROTIMIe UNDER NEW FMG ARMS PURCHASING SET UPo 
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HOWEVERs NEITHER ROTIMI NOR IKWUE AUTHORIZED NEGOTIATE OR 
EFFECT PAYMENT. THIS NOW PROVINCE ALHAJI AMING KANOs CHAIRMAN 
FEDERAL PROCUREMENT COMMITTEE WHO CURRENTLY IN LONDON OR PARIS 
WITH ASSITANT SECRETARY MIN FINANCE, JeAe ADEYEYEs FOR THIS 
PURPOSE. GP «Ze 
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Le COMMISSIONER {READ MINISTER} ‘EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ARIKPQ. 

HELD BACKGROUND BRIEFING FOR NIGERIAN PRESS LAST WEEKENDs ‘FIRST 
OF WEEKLY BRIEFINGS HE INTENDS HOLDe ARIKPO REPORTEDLY TOLD 
PRESS. ae ATTACKS ‘ON: US’ “SHOULD BE. STOPPED AS SUCH ATTACKS 
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STRAINED BASICALLY GOOD RELATIONSHIP EXISTING BETWEEN US AND 
FMGe ARTKPO RECALLED THAT ‘US HAD RECENTLY INDICATED ITS. WILLING> 
NESS ‘TO SELL’.ARMS TO THE FMGs BUT INDICATED THAT IN FORESEEABLE 
FUTURE THERE NO (REPEAT ‘NO NEED FOR FMG MAKE USE THIS CHANGE IN 
us peSElrene ARTKPO ALLEGEDLY USED THIS POINT DRIVE HOME eas 
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IDEA THAT GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH US CONTINUES, AND THAT NOTHING 
SHOULD. BE DONE YEOPARDIZE. ITs »* 
| 


; Be BARA- ~HARTs EDITOR FMG- CONTROLLED MORNING PUST, CHALLENGED 
ARIKPO. - ANO ‘SAID ‘US NOT (REPEAT NOT TRUE FRIEND OF NIGERIA AND CON- 
TINUED CRITICISM ‘OF US WHOLLY WARRANTEDo THIS ANGERED 

| ARIKPOs WHO REPLIED THAT WHAT HE. JUST TOLD PRESS WAS ATTITUDE 

| OF FMG ANO THAT ATTACKS ON US WERE OUT OF LINE WITH FMG POLICYe 


3°: PERHAPS COINCIDENTAL, BUT SIX TOP ‘OFFICIALS MORNING POST 
REPORTEDLY RESIGNED FOLLOWING PRESS BRIEFINGs INCLUDING CHIEF 
ACCOUNTANT» ‘DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER, AND PRODUCTION MANAGERe 
ONE REPORTER AT ‘BRIEFING TOLD USIS OFFICER THAT IN COURSE OF 
BACKGROUNDER . ARIKPO INDICATED FMG NOT REPEAT NOT COMPLETELY 
SATISFIED WITH . AID AND SUPPORT OF SOVIET UNION® HOWEVERs THIS 
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PARTICULAR STATEMENT NOT REPEAT NOT ‘CORROBORATED BY ANOTHER 
NIGERIAN JOURNALIST WHO REPORTED TO SAME USIS OFFICER. 


4e COMMENT! FOREGOING NOT REPEAT NOT FIRST*HAND INFO, AND 

EMBASSY ‘CERTAINLY HAS NO REPEAT NO (CLUE WHY ARIKPO WOULD SAY 

use WILLING SELL ARMS TO FMGe WE SURMISE THAT ARIKPGs WHO ‘HAS ; 
SHOWN ‘UNDERSTANDING OUR ARMS POLICY, GOT CARRIED AWAY A BIT IN 

MAKING MAIN POINT. THAT ANTI-US CAMPAIGN WaS BEING CALLED OFF « 

AS THIS APPARENTLY A STRICTLY BACKGROUND» NOT FOR ATTRIBUTION 

TALK THERE ‘HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC: REFERENCE TO ARIKPO STATEMENTS, AND 

WE EXPECT ‘NONE, BUT ‘HOPE HIS VIEWS WILL Be HEEDED BY FREE= 

WHEELING LOCAL PRESS» 
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EXPLOITATION MOVE SQUTH FROM UGBOHOs TWO COMPANY FORCE MOVED 
SOUTHWEST ON AXJS RAIL LINE UGBOHO/EMENE AND CAPTURED EMENE LATE 
15 DECEMBER: AT SAME TIME, REMAINING COMPaNy THIS BN MOVED SSE 
APPROX ‘EIGHT MILES ON “SECONDARY ROUTE 242 AND SEIZED VILLAGE , 
IDODO {#628N #740E) ON MAIN ROUTE ELEVEN ROUGHLY MIDWAY BETWEEN 
EMENE AND NKALAGUe SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THESE MOVES FROM UGBOHOs 
REMAINDER OF BRIGADEs REPORTED.REF PAR_IN NORTHERN.OUTSKIRTS 
NAKALGUs MADE MAJOR EFFORT aT NKALGU DEFENSES AND, CAPTURED 
NKALAGU DURING 15/16 DEce SOURCES INDICATED FIRST (ENUGU) AND 


SECOND BRIGADE FORCES CURRENTLY IN PROCESS EXPLOITING ABOVE 


DESCRIBED MOVES IN ATTEMPT ESTABLISH .NEW FORWARD FED DEFENSES 
IN ENUGU SEGTOR AT NYABA RIVER LINE TO SOUTH ENUGUe IN 

KEEPING THIS OVERALL CONCEPT» FOLLOWING MOVES BELIEVED ALREADY 
ACCOMPLISHED OR IN ATTEMPT STAGE: SEIZURE NORTH BANK ROUTE 
THREE BRIDGE OVER NYABA RIVER APPROX FOUR MILES SOUTH ENUGUs ON 


MAIN RAIL LINE RUNNING SOUTH EAST FROM ENUGU SEIZURE NORTH BANK 
BRIDGE OVER NYABA JUST SOUTH AYO STATION (9624N 9731E) APPROX 
FIVE MILES SE EAST ENUGU: SEIZURE NORTH BANK SCONDARY ROAD 


PAGE 3 RUTALS S271ICC CONFIDENTIAL 

BRIDGE JUST WEST JUNCTION EKULU RIVER (FROM EMENE) AND NYABA 
RIVER APPROX FIVE MILES SE EMENE» SUM TOTAL ReSULT THIS LATEST 
FIRST DIV MOVE GIVE FEC FORCES CONTROL ROUTE ELEVEN FROM NINE 
MILE CORNER EAST TO NKALAGU AND LEAVES IMPORTANT REBEL CENTER 
ABAKALIKI APPROX TWENTY FIVE ROAD MILES EaST NKALAGU IN 
VULNERABLE POSITION BETWEEN FED FORCES NKALAGU AND FED FORCES 
NORTHERN OGOJA PROVINCEs FURTHER PLUS FACTOR IN MOVE FOR. 
FEDERAL FORCES IS THAT ENUGU AIRPORT WHICH HAD BEEN UNUSABLE DUE 
PROXIMITY MORTAR RANGE FROM REBEL FORCES EMENE SHOULD BECOME 
AVAIL FED USE VERY SHORTLYe RECON PARTY NIGERIAN AIR FORCE. 
FLEW LAGOS TO ENUGU 16 DECe NAF WANTS USE.-THIS FIELD ASAPe 

Be BONNYs AS .OF 16 DEC, OVER UNE HALF BONNY ISLAND COMPLEX 
CLEARED REBEL FORCES WHICH WITHDRAWING EASTWARD IN CREEKS IN. 


DIRECTION OPO&8O FROM WHICH ATTACK STAGED AND LAUNCHEDe NIGERIAN 


TR FORCE ATTACKS FROM CALABAR HAVE BEEN CONSTANT AND NAF CLAIMS 


DESTRUCTION "LARGE NUMBER" BOATS AND CANOES MOVING ‘TOWARD OPOQBO> | 


NAF ALSO CLAIMS SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE INFLICTED DOCKYARD AREA :OPOBOs 


Co MID*WEST#COMMANDER ‘SECOND DIV. MURITALLE MUHAMMED RETURNED 
DIV HQ VILLAGE UMENEDE (@617N @619E) IN MIDWEST LATE 15 DECe 
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Ze NAVAL AND RELATED ACITIVITYs 
Ac SDB NNS ENUGU RETURNED LAGOS FROM SEA 1808080 


Be REF PAR 2Dse MY @SI3 DEC 678 SERE BRYANSK DID NOT DEPART AS 
YNITIALLY INDICATED: VESSEL MOVED ALONGSIDE APARA WHARFS ANO 
COMMENCED OLSCHARGE CARGO AFTERNOUN 16 DEC»s SUV FLAG CARGO 
VESSELS "HEL TERMAA® ANC "PAYDE"»s 80TH BUILT E« GERMANY 19650 
3726 GROGS TONSs DEPARTED LAGOS HEAVILY LGADED (VERY PROBABLY 
GROUND NUT CARGOS}) {712a@@A AND 171] 73QAz RESPECTIVELY. 
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CONFIDENTIAL Page 1 
Enclosure No. 1 
Airgram No. A-57 
AmEmbassy, Niamey 
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 
PARTICIPANTS: President Diori Hamani, President of the Republic of Niger 
Ambassador Robert J. Ryan, American Embassy, Niamey 
DATE: December 11, 1967 


SUBJECT: Nigeria; West African Economic Community; Entente Meeting; 
OCAM Conference 


1. Nigeria. I told President Diori of Mr. Palmer's continuing personal 
interest in the Nigeria problem and said that Mr. Palmer and I had discussed 
Nigeria during our last visit together in Washington. I told the President 
that Mr. Palmer would appreciate a personal report from the President on the 
current situation in Nigeria and President Diori's prognostication for the 


future. 


President Diori started off by saying that he and the other three chiefs 
of state had been disappointed with the attitude evidenced by the Lagos authori- 
ties during the November OAU consultative group meeting in Lagos. He said that 
it appeared that at least in part the Nigerians were more interested in making 
propaganda out of the visit of the four chiefs of state than in really coming 
to grips with the problem and trying to find some way of stopping the fighting 
and restoring peace to Nigeria. The President commented upon the fact that he 
felt that General Gowon is a sincere, intelligent man who, however, is unable 
to make decisions on his own. (He compared Yousoufou Oumrou, Third Secretary 
of Niger's Embassy in Washington with General Gowon, saying they are both 
Christians, serious, sincere, etc. President Diori in one way or another made 
this comparison three times during our meeting.) He said, for example, that 
the four chiefs of state had wanted to meet with General Gowon behind closed 
doors without the presence of aides, etc., but that this proved to be impossible 
with the result that the meetings that were held had almost 50 people sitting 
around the room. It thus was impossible to get anything done. President Diori 
said that he had a long conversation with General Gowon in Hausa in which he 
advised General Gowon that the Federal Government should take an open and 
generous approach to the Biafran problem and Ojukwu and that they should not 
take such rigid positions as insisting that Nigeria was to have twelve states. 
The President said he tried to impress upon Gowon the need for meeting in some 
way with the Biafrans either directly or possibly as a start through representa- 
tives who might meet outside of Nigeria. President Diori said that obviously 
where you have two groups fighting each other you can't establish peace until 
you can get the two groups to sit down and work out a start of some acceptable 
arrangements. President Diori said that he thought he had General Gowon con- 
vineed that this was the proper course of action to take but that after 
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General Gowon consulted some of the political and military personalities in 
the councils of the Federal Republic of Nigeria General Gowon did not agree 
to take any course of action but that finally there was agreement that General 
Ankrah would get in touch with Ojukwu. 


President Diori said that he was disappointed that General Ankrah has been 
unable to re-establish contact with Ojukwu to date. President Diori said that 
he had word from Accra that whereas several weeks ago General Ankrah was in 
telephonic communication with Ojukwu, since the Lagos meeting General Ankrah 
has not been able to reach Ojukwu by phone. President Diori said that the 
present situation is one that requires continuing patience and forebearance 
and he added that he was asking his Ambassador in Accra to pass on these feel- 
ings to General Ankrah and to indicate to General Ankrah that he should not 
become discouraged about the possibilities of ultimately working out arrange- 
ments to discuss the matter with the Biafrans and the ultimate possibility of 
getting the two warring factions to discuss arrangements. Diori said that the 
principal thing is to find a way first to stop the fighting and then for the 
various interested parties to sit down to hammer out acceptable arrangements 
step by step. He said everyone has to recognize that there is going to continue 
to be a good amount of suspicion and a certain amount of lack of trust and that 
this is why it will be necessary for disinterested third parties to participate 
in some of the discussions that take place. 


2. Arms Shipments to Nigeria. Bearing in mind the reports that Niamey 


has been used as a transit point for the shipment of arms to Nigeria, I asked 
the President if he had any information concerning the shipment of arms into 
Nigeria. He was a bit vague in his response commenting that he understood 
that arms were reaching Biafra from Europe and possibly one or two Communist 
countries. He said also that he had had some reports of charges from Lagos 
and Biafra on the use of mercenaries by both sides. He made no reference to 
mee arms going into Nigeria. The President told me of some currency smuggling 

activities which were discovered in Niger within the past ten days to two 
weeks. He said that apparently the Biafrans had confiscated a rather sizeable 

; amount of Nigerian pounds when they seceded and that he believed that the 

é Biafrans had used this currency to purchase arms in Europe. Apparently a 
Frenchman and a Lebanese got involved in these arrangements, had sold Nigerian 
pounds for CFA at a good price in Europe and they brought the CFA currency 
into Niger for ultimate disposition. The Nigerien security forces were tipped 
off on this transaction because the currency was confiscated in the Hotel Sahel. 
Apparently while the Frenchman and the Lebanese were eating, their hotel room 
was searched and the bags with the currency were taken from the room. They 
had two suitcases with false bottoms and apparently the French security advisor 
to the President was successful in opening the suitcase which had a large 
amount of CFA francs (one estimate is as high as the equivalent of 30,000 Nigerian 
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pounds and another 10,000,000 CFA; depending on the rate used the two figures 
might not be too far apart). The President said that these individuals had 
been arrested and that the case would be tried in the Niger courts. 


3. Entente Meeting and OCAM Conference. The President said that at the 


request of the Ivory Coast the scheduled December meeting with the Council of 
the Entente would take place in Niamey the first week in January. He mentioned 
the possibility of January 2 or 3. He confirmed that the meeting of the Foreign 
Ministers of OCAM would take place in Niamey from January 15 to January 20 and 
that the meetings of the Chiefs of State would take place from the 20th to 

22nd or 23rd. 


4, West African Economic Community. I asked the President if he had any 


views on the proposed West African Economic Community, his impressions of the 
Dakar meeting and the forthcoming visit to Niamey of Mauritanian President 

Ould Daddeh. The President said that in principle the idea of a West African 
economic community is a good one but that the states involved would have to 
move into any such commmity very slowly. He commented on the fact that coun- 
tries such as Niger are largely dependent upon their customs revenues and that 
obviously any steps taken to change current customs arrangements would have to 
be very carefully studied to minimize adverse repercussions on poor countries 
like Niger. He said also that the poorer landlocked countries such as Niger 
obviously should be given certain special treatment and preferences. He said 
this whole question of customs arrangements and the problem of the different 
monetary systems in West Africa represented two substantial obstacles to early 
formation of a West African economic community. He said the whole idea would 
have to be approached on a step-by-step basis. He did not feel that there were 
necessarily major Anglo-Francophone barriers to the establishment of such a 
community. Neither did he feel that such a community would necessarily duplicate 
the work of the OCAM organization. He commented that perhaps it is even too 
early to think in terms of a West African economic community. However, now 
that the idea has been advanced he is in favor of proceeding to study the 
possibilities in a careful and cautious manner. 


5» OCAM Agenda. The President said that no agenda has really been pre- 
pared yet for the forthcoming OCAM meeting. Discussions are taking place. He 
indicated that he himself favors giving priority to discussion of economic 
development items. (Note from another source: I learned that President Senghor 
apparently wishes to give priority to cultural subjects including francophonia. 
The Israeli Ambassador also told me yesterday morning that he had received 
information indicating that some Nigeriens have reason to wonder whether 
President Mobutu of Congo Kinshasa will attend the OCAM meeting. ) 


Amb Ryan/flj 
December 13, 1967 


CONFIDENTIAL 


nv /MWeara Date {UY 


_ 
k 
4 
b 
t 


hall oma 


sisi catenin. 


eae eae eet a he aes ee Oe ee ee ee OS ee Ss og Tt oe he 


ee S 73/4 Ke N/E EffiA 
Ge fo G- 7 B/E Key 


Department 6 (rae TELEGRAM 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


PAGE @§ LAGOS 95245 1618342 “Ss 


92 

ACTION AF 15 

INFO EUR 20,SP 92sSS 20,GPM @3,S8C @isNSC 18,RSC Blol o3eH B2rP O4, 
USIA J2oCIA B40 INR O79 NSAE @02AID 28, SAH O32ACDA 16sPC ISeNIC Qf 
SY @3/0PR 4240C B6sCCO BD+NH BIFRSR gisio 1847195 W 


z ‘ 2 
: { - 

(EAC KSTHe Fe cw Hw aDoK ea dea 
. oy if 


Sumwoe? 


Be SFE esng DOS REL AER ARS 0 ene en Atel ae net ae enema St 4 at eter fee mee ett nen ec 


R 161{@0Z DEC 67 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8635 
AMEMBASSY BONN 5] 
AMEMBASSY LONDON [959 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 34 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 743 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 66 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1511 
AMCONSUL, KADUNA 1957 7 
i AMCONSUL PORT ELIZABETH ]} 
CINCSTRIKE CINCMEAFSA 

DIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LAGOS 5245 aK low 4 


le ALL LAGOS AND IBADAN NEWSPAPERS DECe 16 HEADLINE 


} 

{ 

| 

{ 

| 

i 

{ 

| 

PAGE 2 RUTALS 5245CC CONFIDENTIA .L LIMITED OFFICIAL ‘USE 
REPORT "BIAFRA" HIRING 15@ SOUTH AFRLCAN MERCENRIES 

FROM PORT ELIZABETH» ONE OF THEMs COLONEL FARQUS, REPORTED 

; TO HAVE LEFT PORT ELIZABETH FOR LISBON EN ROUTE 'TO-SAO TOME 

| AND "BIAFRAc™ PAPERS CALL ATTENTION TO FACT THAT RADIO 

: 

E 

: 

& 

| 


a MOSCOW DECe | SAID A SOUTH AFRICAN _NEWPAPERs THE STARs 
i ae REPORTED ABOUT ONE THOUSAND WHITE MERCENARIES WOULD 


SSIOROFILNER Bt RAYE a ee 
LIMITED. OFFICIAL USE 


hoe 


' Aatiority’ L 


py Wears Date | 


Department of State TELEGR AM 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


PAGE 02 LAGOS o5245 1618342 


BE LEAVING SOUTH AFRICA ‘TO FIGHT FOR REBELSe CAN EMBASSY 
PRETORIA SHED ANY LIGHT ON ORIGIN ‘THESE REPORTS? 


ao NEWSPAPERS ALSO REPORT "BIAFRA" HAS ‘PURCHASED FIVE ‘FRENCH 
MADE ALLOWETTE HELICOPTERS AND SAY THREE PILOTS: HAVE..BEEN 
RECRUITED ‘FOR THEM AND HAVE LEFT FOR LISBON» PILOTS ARE. . 
EDWARD ELMER MEYERS (OR MAYERS) (CANADIAN)s ADOLF PAEHLER 
(GERMAN}s SIMON PIERRA LABORRY (OR. .LABORREY) (FRENCH) e 

DO ADDRESSEES HAVE ANY INFO ON ALLEGED ‘PURCHASE OR ON 
LDENTITY OF INDIVIDUAL? 


DECON 12/16/68 MATHENS 


LIMITED. OFFICIAL ‘USE 


| 


Chet aetna been S . 
: SES OR SOS aS CC Sern a Oe De et eee 


7 a a Been 


i 
4 


OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State. - 
Cl cnarct to te aoa CONFIDENTIAL ory the mn 


a . Classification 


ACTION: ~ Amembassy BONN IMMEDIATE 


“Veueeet wish 


SEES ESC tit a SS EA ec cect ee asians 
seo er vceestnnantyaementone ene 
ge ne i 


STS. 


: Origin 


INFO: “Amombassy LAGOS 


PETS. 


STATE 


SUBJ: ‘Visit of Biafran Leader 


1 ; Bubassy, requested communteate following to Frau fuehn-Lette: 


ie Dr. “Okpara wishes to ‘apes with Embassy official this can be arranged 


provided it understood that meeting is purely informal and completely private, V 


ese at artes ec Yalan pdt 


outeide of Embassy prensa and | Embassy ebetetat will be pEseens simply. to 


Listen, 
2 Should Okpara request satin believe participation by Embassy official of 


First Secretary rank would be appropriate, Suggest David Bolen, former. 


Nigerian Desk Officer, 


—~ oath, ole tiges Baers 


3, Embassy - participant! 8 ieeiverke “should be ‘Limited to following: 
te does not recognize: ” . 


a, . USG recognizes FUG as goverment Gf Nigeria, 


QE Biafra UNQTE. ce ee Se 
Whatever curretit military ‘situation may be, our assessment is that it will | 
5 3 : : BOBOCXTEO GEG eee, 


b. POETRY 


_ deteriorate’ ; thy ¥: “ 
ee to QTE Blafrans “UNQTE disadvantage, or oe a a = a 


-Althotigh me Biafran ‘ner leaders may. find tt difficult recognise and. 


Beep: th ( 
fighting ~~: S 
Aiea conflicts: 


sae asi 7. 
MI Lo ertncs’ 


[FORM 


i - Aation ity ‘ 


<i RA Date _ 


omer hye ny a . ha diattat anetestentiirtmnaniee nt 12 Ot Io AN tn Lah Baty? eaNG, Mm: OE oA OEE MS NET IT TW Oa Soe Neeeet OT, ct eTE was 
tenia EES Payer ‘: 3 . &: id ‘ 


fot F ea 


| 

| _ Department of. State _ TIGR AM 
| 

| 


SE PREETIE ISOS he tlh 9 8A AEN Nt ta ten alin Saiatst 


CONFIDENTIAL © 934 = 


-PAGE @1° BONN 66360 14619372 


aT 7 
ACTION AF 15: 


SEE AEB EIR ENS ESS aa RS MARRIED Sere 


NFO EUR 20,8P 02+8S 20,GPM 308¢ ions genet 3 oi @30H B20CIA Bay 
i INR Q7+NSAE. @04D0D O1+SAH. 93,t0 i sRSR ee : ps 
! ~R 160552 DEC 67 ; ae: .¥ ‘ 
| EM AMEMBASSY BONN ; aX, se 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6374 a ee 
‘ INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 3¢. a 
| eae Ly . | NS 5 
| CONF IDENT I Aj. BONN 636 \ 
| 1 7 : ; r * ; ee x . 
| SUBJECT! VISIT OF BIAFRAN LEADER Ny 
“REFS As STATE 855721 Be BONN 6357 
i [* AFTER THE CONVERSATION REPORTED IN REF 8. AND PRIOR ‘to THE 
ac’ RECEIPT OF REF A» FRAU KUEHNSLEITZ LAST NIGHT 
rt TELEPHONED ‘THE AMBASSADOR AND PUT DRe OKPARA ONe OKPARA, 
IN A VERY BRIEF CONVERSATIONs APPEALED ‘TO THE US FOR. A_CEASE-FIRE. ae 
i AND AN END TO SENSELESS KILLINGe: THE AMBASSADOR. WAS NON@COMMITALe. ee : 
g Ze RAU KUEHN® eLEITZ. INFORMED us iHis. MORNING THAT: THERE: Ce 
: WAS ‘NO ‘NEED FOR A MEETINGe SHE. SAID THAT.OKPARA WAS 
WORKING ON A PAPER | WHICH SHE ROgED! FORMARD: To Use ‘SHE 
a S PAGE :2- RUFHOL 6360 C0 NEE D E N oT i A L 


eae OID NOT TELL..Us -ABOUT.JOKPARA'S. PLANS. ‘BUT. WE GATHER FRO} 
: OMe! REMARKS SHE MADE.YESTER RDAY" THAT: ‘HIS? ‘S$ 
EVERY. BRIEFS. = 


¢ “ ie s 
ON ars “MCGHEE 
SN a 


ren 90 ter wee ta ee A penne 
Pe ea 


f 
E Ati , 
| v/lWraea Date {UL 


POL 27 BIAFRA-NIGERIA 


Department of State TELEGRAM 
YG 


CEBU REBT INS LEA 


FCkSeae Aspe 


et, we -~ — 

CONFIDENTIAL @51. > 

a 

7 7 eR, whee ah = 
PAGE @1 DAKAR wl442 3615572 = 
8 5 a“ teed 
ACTION AF 15 i 
: dee NA tbe oe ORES Gee tte wk ins, wa. S | — 
INFO MM @14SP O2sSS 2OsGPH @3eSC BlaNSC To»eRSC O12SAH B3sH O2eP Bh, TO 


USIA 12sCIA @42INF B7sNSAE OO»D0D O1,ATD 28410 [5,ACDA 16,EUR 20s 
as (o\y766 Wi 


R 16193aZ DEC 67 

FM AMEMBASSY DAKAR 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1785 
AMEMBASSY LaGOS 218 

INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 223 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 112 
AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 533 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 49 


oo Fe me on OF we oe me wm ow on oF a oe 


ESS cl 


YZATE GRNC 


CONF IDENT IZ A.L DAKAR 1442 


EDWARD BLYDENs SIERRA LEONEAN ATTENDING AFRICANIST CONGRESS HERE 
CLOSE ‘TO BIAFRKAN GOVERNMENT, SAW PRESIDENT SENGHOR DECEMBER 15 TO 
O1Scuss POSSIBILITY PEACE INTERVENTION IN NIGERIAN CONFLICT BY 
LEADERS TWO OR THREE WEST AFRICAN STATES. COUNTRIES MENTIONED 
WERE SENEGAL, IVORY COAST AND CAMEROON. SENGHOR REPORTEDLY 
INTERESTED AND INDICATED HE WILL. pIscuss POSSIBILITY WITH IVORY 
COASTe BLYDEN SAID BIAFRAN OFFICIALS HAVE GIVEN UP ON -OAU PEACE 
EFFORTSe LUKENSe 


UE ED 4 oe 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Be 
f 


Agthoi “yl 


serine RA Date _ 


ERED ILI RII ELLE ERE EOE Ree nt te SEA 
wie an 


ia 
‘| 
4 
a 
: 
a 
‘ 
2) 
ES 
a 
i 
a 
e 
ca 
a 
we, 
oat 
BG 
4 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


POL 27 BIAFRA- 


ae sa N EGER co 
CONFIDENTIAL 822 ri 
“Ty 
PAGE @1 j61553Z el 
se tA 
47 ah my 
ACTION AF @6 
INFO ‘SS°1@,GPM @3,EUR @8sL O32INR B7,0PR B2{RSR BYVFILE B1sMM Bly rej 
‘7042 W a 
ee eprDonwRnanaVMeaoangaco ow — wo * 
P R 1611352 DEC 67 
EM USDAO/LAGOS NIGERIA ae 
TO. DIA PRIORITY rm 
SECSTATE WASHDC ’ 
CINGSTRIKE | peters 
CINCLANT £yy 
INFO .CIA WASHDC ’ 
DA. on 
AMCONSUL IBADAN — 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 
DA GRNC 
C:O NF 1:0 “e NT I AL @5'3 DEC 67« SGD HALLIGAN® COUNTRYINIGERIA 
SUBJECTS UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONe® DIA FOR 
DICQs ‘CINGSTRIKE FOR STRJ2*Ct DA FOR -ACSI+ 


FOLLO ING AVAIL MORNING 16. DEC FROM.USUALLY RELIASLE’ SOURCES 
RMY HOS , 

BONNY + ‘ST TUATION ‘ON. ESLAND. ‘COMPLEX SAID. TO BE "CLEARING :UP".s 
HERE ‘NOW SAID TO BE TOTAL FIVE.FEDERAL BNS ON JSLANDe 


AS &t—!I 
X-e DD 2 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 5246CC CONFIDENTIAL 

SEVENTH AND. TWELFTH B8NSy, WHICH WERE ORGANIC BONNY GARRISON.AT __ 
TIME LATEST REBEL. ONSLAUGHT COMMENCED» SHAVE. BEEN. REINFORCED. WITH. 
THREE ‘NEW BN SIZED UNITS (DESIGNATIONS CURRENTLY ‘UNKNOWN: DATT) 
MOVED BONNY FROM LAGOS .AREA(RECENT SERIES DAO MSGS. ‘STRESSED 
CONTINUOUS :MOVEMENT TROOPS FROM LAGOS TO BONNY VIA_SEA)o- LTC 


aAe AKINRINADEs ‘AS REPORTEDs HAS NOW ASSUMED “COMMAND: ‘BONNY 


ce | 


CONFIDENTIAL 


i fee ey Pee eRe rer 


a stoi ahr 


cae ADEE 7 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


PAGE @2 $6}553Z 


GARRISON AND IT BELIEVED ‘THIRD DIV ‘COMMANDER COLONEL BoAe Me 
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USE. NAVAL .AUXLLIARY RIVER KWA_NOW HAS ONE SINGLE 2@MM OERLIKON 
MOUNTED FORWARD ‘DECK AND ONE VICKERS o3@3 AA MACHINE: GUN EACH SIDE.. 
UPON RET RN FROM: ‘CURRENT RUN BONNY ADDITIONAL ‘20MM. OERLIKON WILL. 
BE MOUNTED AFT; ‘DECK ACTIVATION RIVER KWA HAS GIVEN NIGER] AN. i 
NAVY ‘ORGANIC ‘CAPABILITY. ‘TWO (CARGO TRIPS» FIVE HUNDRED TONS EACH, 
TO BONNY AND/OR ‘CALABAR PER WEEKe THIS ‘SHOULD GO LONG WAYS, 
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Ce AFTER SLOW ‘STARTs. NIGERIAN NAVY ‘CREWS BEING TRAINED BY 
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TN (NAVY WHO ‘HAVE: BEEN ABOARD. VESSELS” ‘SAY "THEY REAL GOOD BOATS 
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“) POSITIONe ‘SMITH ‘COULD “THEN ACT AS INTERMEDIARY -AND. ae a 
y, WHETHER. iDIFRERENCES COULD BE NARROWED SUFFICIENTLY.T we 
PERMIT iDITRECT TALKSo OJUKWU HAD REPLIED THAT HE ACCEPTED 
SMITH®S ‘OFFER AND WOULD AUTHORIZE ‘UNIDENTIFIED 
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EMISSARIES TQ ‘STATE: 1B9 POSITION TO -HIMo. MBADIWE ‘TOLD HIM 
DECEMBER i THAT” 1B0 REPS WOULD CONTACT HIM "WITHIN: FEW DAYS" 
SMITH ‘WAS ‘WAITING FOR THIS TO HAPPEN 


1 

| 30 ‘SMITH ‘SAID. THAT ‘ONLY RAY 'OF ‘HOPE HE SAW IN -SITUAT EON 

| WAS THAT OJUKWU APPEARED TO BE GAINING ‘NOTHING BY HIS 

PROCRASTINATION -AND :MIGHT THEREFORE DECIDE aT ANY TIME 

TO TALK. ‘RERERRING TO MERCENARY COMMANDER HOARE?S. 

ARTICLE IN’TIMES. (LONDON?S 4443}, SMITH SAID HOARE ‘HAD 

| COME TO SEE HIM BEFORE ARTICLE WAS PUBLISHED» HAD GIVEN 

| HIM INTERESTING RUNsDOWN ON MILITARY SITUATION AND .EXe 
PRESSED ‘HOPE CS WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL IN BRINGING ABOUT 
NEGOTIATIONSe SMITH HAD ‘TRIED TO DRAW HOARE OUT ON 
OJUKWU®S ATTITUDE TOWARD NEGOTIATIONS BUT HOARE -DISCLAIMED 
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ANY KNOWLEDGE ON-THIS ‘POINTs SMITH THOUGHT HOARE: WAS: 
RELISHING iH]S PACIFIST ROLE AND ‘THAT EFFORTS TO TIDY UP HIS 
IMAGE. WERE PROBABLY NOT ‘UNRELATED TO_HIS. HOPES THAT HOLLY¥e- 
WOOD ‘WOULD. DECIDE To. FILM HIS LIFE STORYo 


ho ‘SMITH MENTIONED. ‘THAT HE HAD ‘TAKEN: SOME SOUNDINGS. ON: 
po FEASIBILITY OF:_ PUTTING TOGETHER ‘SMALL INTERNATIONAL: PEACEe- 
KEEP ING FORCE TO: BE STATIONED © IN EASTERN : REGION: AS: .ELEMENT 
IN GETTING FINAL: SETTLEMENT o SMITH. HAD: ‘TALKED TO.. CANADIAN 
PRIMIN - PEARSON . ABOUT IT IN: NOVEMBERs SAYING THAT IDEA ‘HAD 
BEEN - DISCUSSED IN. TENTATIVE WAY WITH. FMG. WHICH: WOULD. ‘ONLY . 
CONSIDER ‘PROPOSAL IF .NONs AFRICAN” TROOPS WERE. USEDe ACCORDING 
TO. SMITHs- ‘PEARSON ‘THOUGHT CANADA_ WOULD. ‘BE WILLING. TO. :‘CONTRIBUTE 
SMALL ‘FORCE: WITHIN ‘COMMONWEALTH ‘FRAMEWORK: IF BOTH SIDES: TO 
NEGERIAN ‘GONFLICT WERE AGREEABLEs ‘SMITH SAID. THAT BRITISH 
ALSO ‘WERE FAVORABLY': ‘DISPOSED: TO IDEA.AT LEAST IN. THEORY» - a 
ADMITTEDLYs ‘HOWEVER THIS. WAS: SOMETHING. THAT WOULD. ‘REMAIN : t 
THEORETICAL, UNTIL: TWO.STDES*:BEGAN TALKING» BRUCE 
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FM USDAO/ZLAGOS aes 
TO DIA WASHDC PRIORITY: 3 
SECSTATE WASHDC ' 
CINCSTRIKE es 
CINCLANT Cyt 
i INFO CIA WASHOC | , 
i DA 
: AMCONSUL. IBADAN = 


AMCONSUL .KADUNA 


A CONF IDE y T I A.L 0512 DEC 67+ SGD HALLIGAN* COUNTRY! 

: NIGERIAe SUBJECT: UPDATE CURRENT FMG/ZEASTERN MIL. -SITUATEONe 

( DIA FOR :DIACOt :CINGSTRIKE FOR STRU2=Ci DA FOR ACSI oe 

le KNOWLEDGEABLE AND USUALLY RELIABLE SQURCES BOTH ARMY HQ AND. 
i SUPREME -H@ COMMENTING jON BONNY MORNING [5 DECEMBER INDICATE 
COMPLETE CONFIDENCE ‘SITUATION "NOW. UNDER CONTROL, FMG FORCES. 
WHICH ‘HAVE REGAIND INITIATIVE AND ‘PROCEEDING CLEAR BONNY ISLAND 
(COMPLEX)"e ALL ADMIT FMG POSITION "VERY DICEY" WEEKEND 

| 9/te ‘DECEMBER BUT SAY ‘FMG» NOW FULLY COMPREHENDING BOTH PRICE 
| 
| 


-@& ~~ - PAGE 2 RUTALS S2T7CC.C ON FL DENT IAL 
- @ REBELS APPARENTLY WILLING PAY IN SERIES ATTEMPTS RETAKE. BONNY, 

-? AND ‘SEVERE MILITARY/POLITICAL ‘CONSEQUENCE LOSS WOULD ENTAIL FOR | 
-EMG, WILL: INOW ESTABLISH "PROPER DEFENSES OF ISLAD". IT IS | : | 
CONCEIVABLE.:SUCH EFFORT CQULD | | | | 
WELL INVOLVE. DIVERSION SOME (MENs | : | | 

EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES FROM» OR ‘SCHEDULED FOR OPERATIONS _ : 
CALABAR .AREA ‘OR ELSEWHERE IN SUCH EVENT» FURTHER: DELAY: IN oa | 
INITIATION LONG .EXPECTED SIZEABLE FMG ACTIONS AGAINST HARCOURT: 
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MAY WELL RESULT e ‘SOURCES ALL SEEM INDICATE PORT HARCOURT STILL 
MAJOR EFFORT VERY MUCH ON SCHEDULE. THINGS To 00s ALL HOWEVERs 
ALTHOUGH ‘NOT ‘RIGHT ‘OUTs ‘SEEMED INDICATE ‘UNDERSTANDING NEED BEEF 
UP BONNY POSITIONS AT ‘ONCE MIGHT PUT HARCOURT OPERATION "OVER 
INTO NEW YEAR"). 

Ae MISCELLANEQUSS 

Aa REF PAR 35 MY 0499 ‘DEC 67% ‘SAME SOURCE SAID RUNWAY ‘HAS _SIX 


INCH SOLL CEMENT STABILIZATION BASE -EXTENDING OUT AT LEAST. ‘TWO 


FEET EITHER SIDE ‘RUNWAY AND ‘TWO INCH BLACKTOP FINISH® ‘SOURCE, 
HOWEVER» ‘SAID PROJECT ENGINEER TOLD HIM THAT BECAUSE ‘SAND USED 
BLACKTOP "NOT RIGHT. TYPE", TWO INCH BLACKTOP COULD NOT BE 


CONSIDERED HAVE ‘SAME WEIGHT BEARING ‘CHARACTERISTICS AS "STATESIDE 
JOBIe FIELD LIGHTS :NOW IN PLACE AND 
FZAIL -ON REQUESTo ADF ALSO 
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OPERATIONAL AT 3@5KC FREQUENCY AND :CALL SIGN E So ADF a WHEN 

NOT IN OPERATION. ADF CAN BE MADE OPERATIONAL BY .CALL TO 

AMCOMMERCIAL FIM STATION AT. LOCATION ON 13]97KC FREQUENCY o 

Bo SOV FLAG “CARGO VESSEL MPYARNU", ‘BUILT Es GERMANY 1963. 3726 

GROSS TONS» ARRIVED LAGOS 159800. NINE WOODEN ‘CRATES: (APPROX 

PASSENGER VEHICLE SIZEC) ON THE DECK ‘PLUS OTHER TARP COVERED 

CARGO AS YET UNIDENTIFIED® 

Ce DATT :-HAS SEEN :NAF HIGH ALTITUDE AIR ‘PHOTOS PORT HARCOURT AIR 
FIELD (CLAIMED TAKEN @9 DEC SHOWING WHAT Is CLaIMED TO BE ‘ONE DC3 

AND ONE B«25 ‘ON RUNWAY+ :SOURCES SAY ‘DC3 ‘HIT ‘ON STRIP: MORNING 

g9 DECEMBER AFTER PLANE ‘OBSERVED HEADING FOR HARCOURT AREA. "FROM 

WESTERLY DIRECTION". AFTER PERIOD APPROX THIRTY MINUTES: MIG 

FLIGHT ‘FROM ‘CALABAR ‘STRUCK FIELD AND. ALLEGEDLY -CAUGHT DC3 ‘ON 

FEITELDe SOURCES SAY ‘CONSTANT PHOTO COVERAGE: SINCE. THAT DATE 
INDICATES ‘NEITHER PLANE -HAS MOVED FROM ‘POSITIONS ORIGINALLY 

HIT .INe ( IMPRESSION -Be2S HIT ON PRIOR RAIDIe_ 

De ON ‘MORNING 14:DECs ‘DAQ MAP OFFICER IN OFFICE DIRECTOR NIGERIAN 

ARMED FORCES MEDICAL SERVICEs LAGOS» SAW "LARGE ASSORTMENT" SOVIET 

MEDICAL: .LITERATUREs IN ENGLISH, ON LONG WORK TABLEo AS THERE 

FIVE TO ‘SLX :CHAIRS .AROUND TABLE WITH NOTE BOOKS ON TABLE IN 
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FRONT CHAIRSs IT WAS OBVIOUS TO OBSERVER THAT MATERIAL BEING 
STUDIED BY GROUP MEDICAL OFFICERS WHO IN. ARE A+ONE ‘PAMPHLET TITLED 
MEDTCAL EVACUATION IN SOVIET ARMY'te ANOTHER OPENED TO PICTURES 
SOVIET AMBULANCES TITLED “SOVIET ARMY MEDICAL EVACUATION 
EQUIPMENT" 

Eo SIZEABLE TROOP MOVEMENTS ‘CONTINUE IN AND AROUND LAGOS 

AREA® "SEVERAL HUNDRED TROOPS IN LORRIES" OBSERVED BY COMPETENT 
OBSERVER HEADED FOR APAPA DOCK AREA AM 15 DECe COMPETENT | 
OBSERVER FROM LBADAN SAID HE TOLD APPROX EIGHT HUNDRED, MORE 
TROOPS WILL BE MOVING FROM ABEOKUTA DEPQT "NEXT SEVERAL 

DAYS FOR FRONT". 
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iC. ‘OUN: FB I:D-E NT I AL g5@9 DEC. hs SGD HALL EGANS: ‘COUNTRY 1. NY@ERAs 
SUBYEC cTs UPDATE .CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITWATION® DIA’ FOR’: 
DIACOs ‘CINCSTRIKE FOR ‘STRY2«CI DA “FOR ACST+ 


‘ Te FOLLOWING AVAIL RELIABLE | SOURCES ARMY. HQ_MORNING. 14. DECT i 

a Ae BONNY? AS INDICATED PAR_1ls MY_@507 ‘DEC 67% AT. LEAST TWO: 
‘ SUBORDINATE BNS REBEL ‘FIFTY*TWO BRIGADEs HARCOURT» :HAVE: BEEN: ie 

MAKING ANOTHER: ‘SERIOUS EFFORT. RECAPTURE BONNY TSLAND: FROM: FER 


AGE rs “RUTALS 5189CC CO NF T:DUE NTT ALWX bg, PR 

FORCESe AS INOLCATED PAR |» ‘MY 9499 ANO-PAR BBs iMY 505). eee ld, : 

FEDERAL ‘FORCES ‘HAD. BEEN ENGAGED. "CLEARING" NORTHERN. 'SEMENT oe | 

BONNY TSLANO [COMPLEX AFTER LAST REBEL ATTACK:.ANQ..ARMY jHG FOUGHT. eh | 

Ley SITUATION MUNDER {CONTROL AE, jHONEVERN TERRAIN, most : ee | 
Sigs 


4g nS PERN, ‘SIDE. ISLAND COMPLEX FROM OPORO. “CREEK. AND: ADONI fee a 
SEVEN ‘WHILE: FED-FORCES CONCENTRATED ‘CLEARING ‘EFFORTS: NORTSRRN: END 
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ISLAND ‘ONCE GAINS REBEL. MOVE. ABPEARS: HAVE ACHIEVED. TACTICAL 
SURPRISE AND - FED ‘GARRISON BONNY TOWN. ‘HAD NVERY ROUGH: ‘TIME iMOST 
CRITICAL PERIODS APPEARS HAVE. BEEN. WEEKEND. 1iste DEC WHEN : FEDERAL! 
FORCES NOTIFIED ARMY Ha ‘THEY. ‘SHORT AMMO. AND CRITICAL! | BATTLE» ‘BEING: 
FOUGHT MATN FEDERAL: LINES AROUND ‘BONNY e WITH HELP: NAVY WEAPONS 

AND ‘CONTINUING ‘SERIES ‘CLOSE . ‘SUPPORT SORTIES FLOWN ‘BY’ FED» AER: . 
FORCE UTILIZING MIGS AND 298 ‘FROM [CALBAR BASEs FED FORCES: ‘HELD | 
AND “CONTAINED ATTACKe ‘ON. 13 DECs AIR -SORTIES SUCCEEDED DESTROYING 
TWO LARGE REBEL BARGES CARRYING ‘TROOPS: ‘TOWARD BONNY THROUGH ‘CREEKS 
FROM ‘OPOBO WHERE :REBEL OPERATIONS BEING’ STAGED FROM DOCKYARD: AREA: 
FED ALR SUPPORT AGAINST ‘REBEL FORCES BONNY_ ANO | AGAINST eae 

BASE CONTINUE*s REINFORCED FED FORCES NOW. SAID TO :HAVE™ 
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CQUNTERATTACKED AND REBEL FORCES AGAIN ALLEGEDLY RETREATINGe 
“EEGHTING. HAS. BEEN FIRECE AND. CASUALTIES BOTH SIDES: WQUITE 
HEAVY" AS OF Ta. iDECs ARMY. STAFFERS APPEAR.TQ. FEEL.WORST |; 
PERIOD OVER FOR THIS GGe THEY APPARENTLY STILL -CONCERNED BUT NO 
| LONGER SEEM WORRIED ‘OVER POSSIBLE LOSS. ‘BONNY POSITIONS AS: -APPEARED 
WITHIN . REALM. POSSIBLY :QVER WEEKEND e ATC IPOOLA Ae AKINRINADE» 
YORUBA» ‘BENNING GRADUATEs ‘FORMER ‘COMMANDER SIXTH ‘BRIGADEs ‘TWO: 
DIVe. ‘UNDER. ‘MURI ALLE MUHAMMED» SCHEDULED LEAVE LAGOS TODAY ‘FOR 
BONNY ASSUME COMMAND IN ‘PLACE LTC ABUBAKAR REPORTED SERIOUSLY 
WOUNDED PAR le MY @587« EARLY ON 14 DEC REBEL RAIDINGFORCE. 
ATEMPTED ANOTHER .LANDING PETERSIDE. (WEST SIDE ‘BONNY CHANNELS: a 
ACROSS “EROM ‘BONNY TOWN) 6 SOURCES SAY. ‘THIS ATTEMPT. THROWN. BACK 
WITH HEAVY LOSSES « 


. CALABAR: SOURCES ‘SAY FEDERAL ‘CONTROL CALABAR/MAMFE ‘ROAD. NOW 
SONETRMEDs. THERE SOME INDICATION. THAT WHEN FED THIRD) DIVLINK- UP 
ne WITH FED FIRST :DIV FORCES IKOM. COMPLETEDs THIRD ‘DIV FORCES: . . j 
-. UTILIZED .CLEARING MAMFE ROAD MAY WELL MOVE WWEST™ FROM (OBAN: EN q 
EFFORT LINK UP WITH AND ‘REINFORCE THIRD DIV. UNTES STILL Sau ga _ £ 
‘YOVING. SLOWLY NORTH FROM_CALABAR. IN: DIRECTION /EKOT JOKRORO ee ui 
THIRD :DIV ‘COMMANOER, ADEKUNLE, FINALLY iMOVED BACK: TO. CALA Bh R VIA peg 
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a TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8577 


cC.O NF IO ENT I.A.L LAGOS 5147 
REF; STATE g2637 b- 


1°, EMBASSY SHARES DEPARTMENT!S CONCERN RE. USG PROPERTY. 
AND ‘PERS NAL EFFECTS STORED IN ENUGUe UNFORTUNATELY, f 
PERSONAL SEGURITY OF ANYONE GOING TO ENUGU ‘CAN NOT RPT 
NOT BE ASSURED. 


Do. BRITISH HC OFFICER (INGLEDOW) | WHO WENT ENUGU RECENTLYS 
RETURNED AHEAD ‘OF SCHEDULE BECAUSE LACK SECURITY IN CITY 
AND ALON ACCESS ROADS MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM DQ':HIS 
JOB. HIS CONVOY ‘WAS AMBUSHED BETWEEN NSUKKA AND ENUGU 
AND HE ane BE ALIVE ALL OF His ARRANGEMENTS AND 


PAGE Bo -RUTALS 5147CC comme) N ee DENT. Tack 
MOVEMENTS IN ENUGU WERE ‘COMPLETELY ‘DEPENDENT UN FEDERAL a 
ARMYs WHICH GOT TIRED OF LOOKING OUT_FOR HIMe MOREQVERs © ee = 
HE COULD NOT GET SUFFICIENT WORKERS TO.MOVE GUVERNMENT ne cee 
" PROPERTY AND PERSONAL EFFECTS OUT OF .HICOM. OFFICES. AND. 
RESTDENCESe -CUNSEQUENTLY. BRITISH:HC HAS DECIDED NOT 
RPT NOT TO SEND ANY OFFICER TO ENUGUs EVEN TO TRY OBTAIN 
~ BERSONAL: EFFECTS, UNTIL MILITARY: SITUATION HAS” IMPROVED». 
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ge JN VIEW BRITISH EXPERTENCEs, AMBASSADOR RELUCTANTLY 


CONCLUDES THAT THE RISKS ARE TOO GREAT TO SEND OFFICER, TO_ 
‘ENUGU AT. THIS TIMEs WHE WILL» OF COURSEs CONTINUE BE ALERT 
FOR FIRST OPPORTUNITY 00 SO. 
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qe REFTELSs NOT SENT ALL ADDRESSEES, REPORT SEVELOPrENTS 
INVOLVING "BIAFRA" » ‘THE BREAKAWAY | -FROMER EASTERN. REGION. 

OF NIGERIA» MONROVIA 2433 ‘CONCERNED EASTERN NIGERIAN | 

STUDENTS ATTENDING CUTTINGTON COLLEGE IN LIBERTA.ON AID 
aa GRANTS a SEVERAL STUDENTS REPORTED SEEKING AID. ASSISTANCE 
GETTING. SCHOLARSHIPS TO USo TWO SPECIFICALLY IDENTIFIEDs 
«REPORTED AFRAID RETURN NIGERIA “BECUAUSE THEY ARE BIAFRANS". 
on “AND SAID BE "AWAITING ‘QUR ADVICE." DAR ES SALAAM. 1581: ‘REPORTS 
oy 2 - - PRESS ‘CONFERENCE BY MICHAEL’ OKPARAs POLITICAL ADVISOR 
a at JRO OJUKWU, BOTH MESSAGES UNCLASSIFIEDo. 


26 EMBASSY SUGGESTS ANY ‘REPORTS INVOLVING mB TAFRA" CAN BE 
CLASSIFIED IN FUTURE* REALIZE CONTENTS MAY NOT. REQUIRE. . 
CLASSIFICATION PER SE» HOWEVER» FACT THAT INFORMATION ‘SENT 
VIA/USG FACILITIES» INDICATION USG EFFORTS ASS SIST "BIPRAN || 
BINOEN TSE ARE BOTH SUSCEPTIBLE BEING. THISTED | AND USED. AGAINST” 
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MESSAGES HANDLED BY ‘LOCALS AND ‘CAN EASILY FIND MAY INTO. 


: “ats PAGE: 4 RUTALS 5iseCC CONFIDENTIAL cimifeo OFFictaL. “USE |. 
| 
a pes 

Bo aoe a » HANDS: THESE ELEMENTS « MATHEWS: 

! 
Ne 


A a Be | “UTMITED OFFICIAL USE. _ 


Roe 
Y Authority Li 


py Mes RA Date [VU]; 


Se ee ee ee ee em weet 


i % hei 2 

3 7 . Department of State TE 

io A 

| \ | a LEGRAM 

args _ AA CD*X /0 LR FRA AS ae 

| LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 213 a a) 

| eas a8 y & 

| ‘PAGE ai LAGOS 5156 iai72ez a a oe 

| ‘ P \ 3 
Feriow AF is = od ~~ 4s SO: 


INFO EUR 2010 1588 
INR @7eP O4eCIA G42DGD @1sRSC B1sUSTA 12,NSA B2gRSR GiyMM Gi». 
AVA7 WO | — Ce ie = 


oe ee oe ee ee ee 


‘1318isz bec 67 
’ EM AMEMBASSY LAGOS - 
_JO SECSTATE WASHDC -858¢ 
AMEMBASSY DARESSALAAM 192: 
AMEMBASSY ‘MONROVIA*6%5 
“INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 454 
-AMEMBASSY ACCRA 143@ = 
AMEMBASSY Apo leAnaee 339 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO: 
AMEMBASSY GANGUI ae 
AMCMBASSY. CONAKRY 224 
AMCOMBASSY COTONOY ‘UNN 


LOL 27 AIPFR A MBER. 


2%9GPM @3sl @30H BeaCU a4eAlD 28sSR g1,0RM a8, LO 


ss AMEMBASSY 
. AMEMBASSY 
AMEMBASSY 


DAKAR. 318 


‘FORT.LAMY 55a 


FREETOWN 213 


an AMEMBASSY KAMPALA @95 

(e, AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 97. 

\e AMEMBASSY KIGALL 88 

\"e  . . AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 475. 

|. @  AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 289 

|  AMEMBASSY .LOME 359 

| AMEMBASSY LONDON: 1948 

| AMEMBASSY .LOURENCO MARQUES 903. 
AMEMBASSY .LUANDA. 74. 7 
AMEMBASSY. LUSAKA 8@ 

AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 34 

i LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


7 ; s 
oe 


oe 1 


POL 21 BIAERA- NIGERIA 


Department oF tate TELEGRAM, 


UNCLASSIFIED ‘758 
PAGE @1 DAR -ES ‘9/594 {3f2e0z. 


50 _ 
ACTION AF 15 


19-1-z1 | 


v6SI WWVIVS S3 uva 


inFo EUR 20sINR @7+P O4eCIA O42D0D B1aRSC DlsUSTA 12sNSA :@2aMM Bly 


Mod ood Wo 


R 1308502 DEC 67 . 

EM AMEMBASSY™ ‘DAR ES ‘SALAAM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC. 3547 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 62 
AMEMBASSY .LONDON 348 
AMEMBASSY ‘PARIS “46 


ee er err 


UNCLAS ‘DAR ES SALAAM 1594 

REF: DAR 1581 (NOTAL) 

DEC 13 PRESS ‘REPORTS INDICATE FORMER EASTERN NIGERIAN. PREMIER 
AND ‘CURRENT “BIAFRAN" POLITICAL FIGURE MICHAEL OPKARA WAS © DUE 


TO LEAVE DAR ‘DEC: fe ‘FOR PARIS® 
‘BURNS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


F Authority ) 


oof ARA Date _ 


4 
% 
4 
a 
g 
a 
: 
: 


PAGE G1 1346472 : : o-. 5 


\"4 “i y 
Sq mae OF 


. Department of State p 
(i - TELEGR fi 
| POL 27 BIAFRA-NIGERIA™ 


CONFIDENTIAL 092 . wi 


a | | ; | a 
ACTION NEA @6 eo pore 
aN cry 

INFO EUR WBeTU 930SS TesSP ol4aGPm B30P @3,1NR O7aRSR gAsFiLe Ol MM Hs 
SSO @G,CCO B82/B44 W | : | ‘ 


‘ew aoWM HOMO AeoOomoauvadn wag @ wm mo 


PR 1395@HZ DEC 67 


FM USDAO/LAGOS 
TO DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE. WASHDC 


CINCLANT 


eo) 

] 
- EENCSTRIKE | | oy et a = 

~I 


“INFO CIA WASHDC 


DA 
AMCONSUL, IBADAN 


-AMCONSUL KADUNA 
‘DA GRNC 


Cs ON FIMDENTI AL G587 DEC 678 SGD HALL EGAN ‘COUNTRY # NIGERIA. 
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Te NIGERIAN NAVY SOURCES, BASED INFO AVAILABLE. THEM, SAY REBEL 


. FORCES HAVE INIT ITATED ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT ATTEMPT RETAKE BONNY 
-TESLAND FROM FEDERAL FORCES AND SIZEABLE BATTLE AGAIN BEING: WAGED 


GENERAL AREA BONNY. “TOWN PROPER o rey i LOKOSA, DEPARTED LAGOS FOR 
BONNY WITH APPROX FIVE HUNDRED TROOPS ABOARD b21455A DECe _NAVAL 
AUXILTARY KWA RIVER SCHEDULED DEPART. LAGOS, ALSO FOR BONNY » WITH 


MEEROK: FIVE HUNDRED TROOPS ABOARD, “EARLY AFTERNOON {3 DECa 
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SOURCES ‘SAY KWA RIVER WHICH RETURNED FROM LAST RUN ‘BONNY Tieee DAs 
CARRIED VEIG GHTY FIVE" FEDERAL WOUNDED ‘FROM RECENT SERLES BONNY. 


“BATTLESe ALSO SAY LTC ABDU ABUBAKARs FEDERAL CeoQey BONNY, ALSO. 
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RETURNED SERIOUSLY WOUNDEDe 


i Bo FURTHER ON RECENT SERIES HEAVY FEDERAL TROP MOVEMENTS: TO 
L? INCLUDE MOVEMENTS SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER NORTHERN TROOPS INTO 
MID~ WESTS 


; je ASABA. CITIZENS WHO RECENTLY CAME LAGOS TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER 
: HIS” GROUP. PASSED AEP ROX T HO HUNDRED". TROOP. LOADED ARMY TRUCKS 


‘JUST EAST ORE 2306 HOURS FEDERAL ‘SOLDIERS CONVOY ING: GROUP IN 
WHIGH SOURCE ‘TRAVELLED. ALLEGEOLY. SAID ‘NORTHERN SOLDIERS, BEING 
BROUGHT ASABA' FOR NEXT FEDERAL ATTEMPT CROSS NIGER ASABA TO 
ONT TSHA SINCE THEY LESS. KNOWLEDGEABLE AND LESS BOTHERED BY 
STORIES RECENT FAILURES HEAVILY YORUBA ‘TROOPS SECOND'::DIVe JIN 
SIMILAR STORYs SAME EMBASSY OFFICER WAS TOLD BY IBADAN_ BASED 
- MESSIONARIES THAT OTHER EXPATS WHO HAD ALSO SEEN SAME ‘CONVOYS _ 
ON @7 ‘DEC SAID MANY ‘TRUCKS CARRIED. BOATSe THESE EXPATS. REPORTEDLY 
b fea a8 CLAIM” TROOP ‘CONVOY STE ANATERE IBADAN AND WAS CARRYING ‘FED 
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as ICE LAGOS HARBOR MASTER. [PROTECT SAY ACTIVITIES 
| INVOLVING SOV-FLAG REFRIGERATOR SHIP» 3]29 GROSS TON WBLAPA a 

 KHIRON", (PERM CONTROL WO 8283G2 ONI -35"7xX), UNUSUAL AND. | Bn gay 28 ‘ 
SSPICIOUSs VESSEL HAS BEEN TIED UP MIDDLE LAGOS HARBOR SINCE ; 
| 21 NOVe ‘ON ATE .AFTERNOON 12 DEC VESSELS ‘MASTER SUDDENLY ‘SQUGHT | 
PERMISSION HARBOR MASTER LEAVE HARBOR "AT ONCE" AS NO PRIOR ~ |. | 
| °° NOTICE GIVEN» THIS NOT POSSIBLEe ON MORNING 13 DEC PIVOT PROVIDED 

. BUT VESSEL'S MASTER ANNOUNCED HE NOT READY LEAVE. THIS: POINTe 
(VESSEL CARRIES | IMPRESSIVE ARRAY -COMMUNT CATION "ANTENNA AN 
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a BY COMMONWEALTH: SG ARNOLD SMITH AND HIS DEPUTY»: Ae L's ADUS 
a STORIES EMPHASIZE CW "PEACE FORCE™ PROPOSAL y. ASSERTING THIS: IS 
KEY ELEMENT. IN SETTLEMENT oF: NIGERIAN ‘CONFLICT WHICH ‘SMITH: TRYING 


TO. ACHIEVE: THROUGH SECRET TALKS WITH BOTH STDES: IN: LONDAN: AND 
LAGOS 


etl 


ee pe THREE’ PAPERS REPORT ° SMITH: RETU 


(FEB: 11) AFTER: 11 HOURS “OF. TALKS WITH ‘EMG OFFICIALS: IN ‘LAGOS 
PATRICK KEATLEY™ IN "GUARDIAN" REPORTS. ‘DEPUTY SYG ADU: HAS: “GONE TO 
ACCRA: To BRIEF GENERAL: ANKRAH ON’ SITUATION. ACCORDING TO. 
KEATLEY,. CW SECRETARIAT. INTENDS TO. KEEP OAU TNFORMED ‘OF: DEVELOP. 


RNED TO LONDON LAST. ‘NIGHT 


MENTS: AND: "IT POSSTBLE MR ADU MAY GO ON AT SOME POINT FoR TALKS 
(> WITH! Me TELLT AND: HIS STAFF: AT. OAU HEADQUARTERS!" 0 
i es 36 WTIMESM. AND: "TELEGRAPH" STATE: THAT ‘COMPOSITION OF CW PEACE~ 


ee KEEPING FORCE STILL IN DOUBT 


BUT MAIN: ELEMENTS LIKELY TO: COME: 
FROM INDTAs CANAA: AND GHANAe 


"TELEGRAPH" THINKS IT IMPROBABLE: 
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‘. THAT’ BRITAIN: WOULD BE- INVITED TO" CONTRIBUTE » " MGUADIANT SH 
KEATLEYs ESTIMATING: SIZE: OF: FORCE’ REQUIRED WILL’ BE’ ABOUT 35990 
MEN AND COST TWO MILLION: POQUNDSFOR FIRST ‘SIX MONTHS» BEL'TEVES 


JAMAICA, TNDIAs PAKISTAN: ND° MALAYSTA: MIGHT BE: WILLING ‘TO ‘PROVIDE 
UNITS: FOR CW FORCE. 


he STATING! THAT’ SMITH: REFUSED. COMMENT AT’ AIRPORT LAST -NEGHT BUT 
THAT’ HIS MOOD "APPEARED: TO: BE: ‘ONE: OF: RESTRAINED OPTIMISMi, 

KEATLEY STATES: ‘THAT. IMMEDIATE. GOAL'. ‘OF: NEGOTIATIONS: IS (CRASE* FIRES: . 
TFL THIS: CAN® BE: ACHTEVED»: KEATLEY: REPORTS» -"COMPLEX: AND SQPHISTI- 
GATED. ‘DRAFT- PLAN! FOR “CW: PEACE ~KEEPING: ‘FORCE. WILL? BECOME: VITAL Me . 


ACCORDING TO" "GUARDIAN". SMITH TS: EXPECTED. TORETURN TO. {GOS TO : | 
Q (CONTINUE TALKS” IN TWO DAYS TIME* wy P3 
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oe — SUBJ" BIAFRAN" REPRESENTATIVE SEES NYERERE 


Te MICHAEL :OPKARAs “FORMER PREMIER: ‘OF ‘EASTERN. NIGERIA. .AND. 

CURRENT POLITICAL ADVISOR To. ‘OUUKWUs ‘TOLD ‘REPORTERS IN DAR:.ES ‘SALAAM 
DEC 11 THAT ‘HE HADUHAD : ‘VERY SATESFACTORY® TALK: WITH 

PRESIDENT NYERERE ‘DEC’ Ii6 


Be OP’ ARa TOLD: ‘PRESS ‘CONFERENCE ‘THAT. ‘FEDERAL: FORCES WOULD ‘NOT 
CONQUER SECESSIONISTS: -AND THAT SECESSIJONISTS WOULD: iNOT _REUNITE | 
Mien, wi! H ‘FEDERAL: (GOVERNMENT «" WE HAVE:.REACHED THE POINT’ ‘OF (NO i | 
ey RETURNe" | | 2 4 
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sal DO OPKARAc. WNIGERIA WILL ‘NOT WINe IN SPITE OF INTERNATIONALIZING 
THE FIGHT>. ‘THEY ‘HAVE. THE | SUPPORT ‘OF ‘BRITAIN AND RUSSIA ‘THE 

BBC IS THEIR: GREATEST ‘WEAPONe" OPKARA. REFERRED | To SECESSIONISTSJ 
FEAR ‘OF MASSACRE. AND SAID THAT FEDERAL: ‘GOVERNMENT CLAIMS IT 

WOULD’ WIN WERE. "- EXTRAVAGANT" OPKARA DENIED THAT “BIAFRA®: WAS. 
ASSISTED. BY: ‘FOREIGN PQWERS:. AND. CLAIMED. THAT SECESSIONISTS: i 

BOUGHT: THEIR WE APRONS ON: BLACK MARKET: AND EVEN MANUFACTURED. = 
SOME: OF THEMe: HE:CHARGED BRITAIN AND RUSSIA WITH [BEING " (COMRADES 
IN CRIMEe" 


OPKARA ‘DENOUNCED ‘OAU ‘FOR ITS ‘SILENCE:. ON BRITISH_ AND. RUSSIAN: 
SNTERVENTION AND FOR ITs ONE = SIDED: "UN? AFRICAN" APPROACH 
TO NIGERIAN PROBLEMo HE ‘SAID OAU SHOULD. CONTACT BOTH SIDES. 
AND .LET EACH PRESENT ITS CASE BEFORE ‘PASSING. JUDGEMENT e 


ho OPKARA WAS ACCOMPANIED BY DRe BeBe NDEMs VARTOUSLY DESCRIBED 
AS. PROFESSOR OF" ‘UNIVERSITY OF BIAFRA" AND AS PROFESSOR OF 
ANTHROPOLOGY AT ‘UNIVERSITY OF IBADANe. 
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INT LAB TAR e 
SUBJECT: Ramadan Rumblings 

TR xMB ae REF 

ARMY ClA NAVY 
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When we last reported on the internal situation in Algeria 
(Algiers 872 of November 30) the tension between the regime 
and Army Chief of Staff Tahar ZBIRI appeared to have reached 
a stage marked by palaver and negotiation. Zbiri's group - 
the regional military commanders, the ex-army of the interior 
types, and the party apparatus in the eastern Constantinois- 
Batna region - gave the impression it did not want to force 
matters to an armed showdown. There were also strong doubts 
that the lieutenants and captains, as well as the enlisted 
men,of the ANP were willing to follow Zbiri and his cohorts 
into armed insurrection against the regime. A key role was 
being played by the Commander of the First Military Region 
(Algerois) Said ABID, who although known for his pro-Zbiri 
sympathies, appeared to be acting as go-between and mediator. 
To the best of our knowledge the above situation still pre- 
vails. However, a few very recent developments indicate that 


a 
0 
Cc 
2 
> 


a 
math 


hs o 


a the forces around Zbiri are beginning to feel their oats. 
co 
o~ os First, in an almost offhand way, ''El Moudjahid" of December 11 
= ne announced that the Council of Ministers had adopted on 
NS e December 9 the operating budget for 1968, but before being 
fn adopted in final form, the budget would be submitted to the 


er 
cena 


Council of the Revolution for final approval. This is the 


[am] 
Res | first mention of any concrete activity by the Council since 
st the June Arab-Israeli war. It will be recalled that the 
| biggest bone of contention between Zbiri and BOUMEDIENE is the | 
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former's complaint that the "Oujda Group" is by-passing 

the Council of the Revolution which has been deprived of the 
policy-making role attributed to it at the onset of the 
present regime. . 


Second, the Union of Algerian Workers (UGTA) appears to be . 
making a smart comeback, guiding a wave of strikes in the 
private sector and threatening strikes and demonstrations 
in the government-controlled sector (Posts and Telegraph, 
nationalized stores, tobacco and match monopoly). The two 
most recent editions (December 1 and 11) of the UGTA paper 


“Revolution et Travail" have a confident and saucy air about 


them, taking up once more the union cudgels against Industry 
Minister Belaid ABDESSELAM and ''the bureaucratic bourgeoisie" 
which runs the state-directed industries such as SONATRACH. 


Third, after having marked time at the height of the ten- 


sion between Zbiri and Boumediene, "El Djeich", the monthly 
publication of the left-leaning Army Political Commissariat 


appears to have zeroed.in on its old ‘targets in the December 


issue. In scarcely disguised language 'Djeich'' accuses the 
regime of stinting on help to the poverty-stricken Aures 
region and of neglecting the traditional agricultural sector. 
Both issues are prominent in Zbiri's catalog of grievances 
against the Boumediene administration. 


To add to the rumblings of Ramadan, the ''Presidency of the 
Council of the Revolution" announced last night that Finance. 
Minister Ahmed KAID had been charged with new tasks in 

the reorganization of the FLN and that current party chief 
Cherif BELKACEM and the other four members of: the FLN 

executive secretariat would be epires to other responsibilities. 


Somehow the image of Ramadan as a month devoted mostly to 
nocturnal rumination and reflection doesn' t seem to apply 
to Algeria. 
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Ts REF PAR Co .MY @503 pec 673 CONFERENCE MIL FIGURES ‘DODAN 

BKS, REF PARs CONVENED @9 DEC AND CONTINUED. 1@ ‘DECs BASED :DATT. 
DISCUSSIONS WITH WEYs ‘SHUWA, ADEKUNLEs BISALLAs KYRI» MUSA USMANs 
DIETE* eSPIFF AND OTHER KNOWLEDGEABLE MIL FIGURES 99/1@ ‘DEC, THERE 
LITTLE DOUBSBT MEETING GALLED HY GOWON DISCUSS CURRENT. STATUS FMG 
“MIL OPERATIONS AND TO INITIATE NEW. SERIES ACTLONS AGAINST REBEL 
REGIME/FORCESe CONVERSATIONS REFERRED TO LEFT VERY: LITTLE. ‘DOUBT 
“ALL CONCERNED TOLD “GET CRACKING" DATT OF OPINION. NEW MISSIONS. 
Ve BEEN ASSIGNED AND COMMANDERS GOING BaCk COMMANDS — TODAY 
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(11 DEC) INITIATE REQUIRED ACTIONS FOR. IMPLEMENTATION | NEW MOVES 
{ DIRECTEDe ALMOST ‘UNMISTAKABLE IMPRESSION ALSO GATHERED THAT 
ACTION ‘OLRECTED ‘HAS A "REAL SOON" TAG ON [Te 
Be IT APPEARS ONE OF MAJOR POINTS DISCUSSED CUNFERENCE WAS ROLE 
MURTTALLE ‘MUHAMMED'S SECOND: ‘DIVISION IT. POSSIBLE SOME FIGURES: 
PRESENT SUGGESTED DISSOLUTION DIVISLON ANG ASSSIGNMENT ITS ‘FOUR 
BRIGADES. ‘TO FIRST AND “THIRD DIVSe (BASIS THIS APPEARED BE 
, REASONING BOTH. ‘FIRST AND SECOND ‘DIVS ‘NEED BEEFING UP: 1F ‘THEY | TO 
L HOLD. GEOGRAPHY, AND CONCUCT SUGGESTED. WAS ASSLGNMENT | SECOND ; ‘DIV. 
ORE RAT TONAL ROLE ‘ON RIGHT (WEST | FLANK ‘FIRST DIV WITH MISSION | 
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SEIZING ‘ONITSHA VIA LAND ROUTE. FROM NORTH. ALL. . CLOSED MOUTH» 
BUT DATT BELIEVES IT MORE LIKELY SECOND DIV WILL RETAIN: 
OPERATIONAL ROLE: AS OPPOSED :DEACTIVATIONe MOVES IMMEDIATE 

FUTURE WILL -GIVE. BEST INDICATION DECISIONS ARRIVED -AT ‘CONFERENCE® 


Bo FOLLOWING -AVALL -RELIABLE SOURCE ARMY HQ ii ECs a 
_ Ae ENUGUs "MINOR"REBEL ,ATKS AGAINST ‘FED POSITIONS. AROUNDs AND 
LINE OF :COMMUNICATIONS TOs ENUGU. CONTINUES | 
Be BONNY? ‘REBEL EFFORTS ‘RETAKE BONNY JSLAND HAVE SLACKENED: OFF 
TO: VIRTUALLY :MENIMAL EFFORTe FEDERAL FORCES ATTEMPTING CLEAR 
ner NORTHERN SEGMENT BONNY ISLAND (SEE PAR 1» MY 499 DEC 67) MAKING 
GOOD. ‘PROGRESS DESPITE HEAVY SWAMP GOINGs TIP. OF ISLAND. AT 
WITSTANLEY POINTUJUNCTION BONNY RIVER AND ‘OPOHO iCREEK) NOW IN - 
FEDERAL HANDS AND. FORGES MOVING SOUTHEAST ‘TO. CLEAR REMAINDER» 
FED PERIMETER. FOR BONNY ISLAND WILL’ NOW BE. ‘EXPANDED TO INCLUDE. 
ALL. SEGMENTS..ISLAND WITH EMPHASIS’ NORTHERNMOST © ‘SEGMENT WHERE 
REVEL’ INVASION FORCE SLOWLY BUILT UP AND FROM WHENCE:.RECENT =| ° | 
srRie -ATTACKS .LAUNCHEDe 7% 
Ce CALABAR? THIRD ‘DIV ELEMENTS: REPORT CLEARING:-REBEL:: FORCES 
FROM -OBAN ‘HILLS (@532N @835E) NORTH: VILLAGE OBAN ON. CALABARZMAMFE 
ROAD .AND. ROAD OPEN AS FAR AS CAMEROON. BORDER® EXPECTED LINK UP. 
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(REPORTS ‘FROM RELIABLE ‘EXPAT OBSERVERS. -CONFIRM THIUXTY REPORTING 
VERY ‘RECENT ARRIVAL ‘TWENTY = FOUR MUNICIPAL “TRANSPORT: BUSSES: FROM 
NORTH. WITH (RECRUITS ‘FROM. ‘TRAINING ‘SCHOOLS ADN . ‘CAMPS: IN _NORTHe- 
ESTIMATE. ‘MINIMUM ONE THQUSAND TROOPS. OBSERVER: ALSO REPORTS 
REINFORCEMENTS INCLUDED ‘GROUP ‘VERY YOUNG OFFICERS POSSIBLY. 
PRODUCT. NIGERIAN,.ARMY 'OCS ‘PROGRAM. IN. NORTH} 8 (SOURCE: ‘SAYS: LOCAL 
RUMORS VIC: SECOND ‘DIV. INSTALLATIONS MIDs WEST HAVE SECOND DIV. WITH 
ONITSHA - AS CONTINUING OBJECTIVE ‘BUT WILL: GO AT. IT: FROM LAND SIDE 
TO NORTH) 


3e NAVAL ACTIVITY® | 
Ao §DB.KADUNA WHICH LOST BULK CREW. IN. REGENT "FLAME BOMBING”: BY. 
B<25 .AT BONNYs ;BACK IN ACTION® VESSEL SAILED FROM APAPA FOR 
"BIAFRAN WATERS" }@@73QADECe:; 
Be NAVAL .AUXILEARY "KWA ‘RIVER™ RETURNED APAPA FROM BONNY 
Li @620A5 INAVY SEQUESTERED NIG NAT LINES VESSEL "EL: :KAMINI" 
Bear ee APARA “FROM ‘CALABAR 11070@Ae 
-POLISH ELAS ‘CARGO. VESSEL :-KRUSZWICE ARRIVED LAGOS FROM STETTIN: 1007 
AeA. 
CARGO ‘NOT’ YET ‘KNOWN BUT ‘VERY. POSSIBLY MILITARY® 
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ho AIR°FORCE ACTIVITY’ PURCHASE TWELVE ‘DEHAVILAND CARIBOU. 
AIRCRAFT BY FMG FROM CANADA (REPORTED PREVIOUSLY) HAS BEN 
APPROVED ‘BY “FEDERAL ‘PROCUREMENT COMMITTEE AND REPS ‘MIN FINANCE 
AND ‘DEFENSE SCHEDULED ‘DEPART. FOR.CANADA EARLY WEEK 17 DECe FMG 
DESIRES ‘DELIVERY “TO INCLUDE ‘TRAINING, OVER. TWELVE MONTHS. _. 
INITIAL ‘PAYMENT ‘350,00 NIG POUNDS, ‘PRESENTLY SAID ON:DEPOSIT” 
PARTS» WILL BEGMADE BY REPS INDICATED WHO ARE ASKING ‘SEVEN YEAR. 
TERMS /ON BALANCE * 


Se-Ueke: ‘DEFENSE: ADVISOR: (PROTECT) COMMERCIAL SOURCE ‘WHO: ‘HAD 
PROVIQED_ RELIABLE, TIMELY . INFO. IN ‘PAST. ‘STATES THREE MILLION NIG 
POUNDS JMIL. ‘EQUIPMENT ORDERED... BY® ‘EMG ‘FROM EUROPEAN ‘FIRMS AUG, | “SEP: 
AND: OCT NOT YET: ‘PAID FOR .BY - "EMG : AGENT FOR ‘PURCHASES: NEG AMB PARTS: 


ABDUL: MALIKI ® FMG. HAS . ADVANCED.. AS REASONS. FOR .NON- PAYMENT. SFAIUURE uu. 
MEET AGREED :DELIVERY SCHEDULES», ‘WRONG CALIBER AMMO. AND FAULTY | AMMO 


WOTS* .LOCAL INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS ‘TRADING “COMPANY (IPTC) REPs 
SQUINDOs. ENT NENED: ‘SEVERAL RECENT Msas. REPORTED. ee ad Be: 


ty) 
NARA Date _| 2 
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CONCERNED ‘OVER ‘PAYMENTS DUE :HIS ‘FIRM AS PART. THESE. : ‘DEALS« UeKe 
DEFENSE ADVISOR (PROTECT) ALSO. HAS: INFO HE ‘CONSIDERS: RELIABLE 
WHICH INDICATES AaGe LEVENTIS». SENIOR BROTHER AeGe LEVENTIS 


, COMPANY LAGOS, HAS OFFERED NIG POUNDS AT. FIFTY PERCENT FACE VALUE 
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TO GREEK: OWNER. TPTC. (GHERZOS) WHO HAS OFFICES IN ‘PARIS AN 
ZUR{CHe GPege 
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ACTION® AF OG oo. e B dane avd : a of 


INFO: $80"'@0s 10 9348S: fOHGRM 93% INR-O7FORR: G2, BUR ea)atsrite 91Fe 
MM O10 70420W | | 


SR UMBAPAKMAAIGT eA eWRADGRua 


PIR: ‘994i OOZ- ‘DEC. er 

eM USDAO/LAGOS: es 

TO DIA. ‘WASHDC - PRIORITY: NS 
SECSTATE™ , 
CENCSTRIKE . . ¢ 
CENELANT. . - . — a 
INFO.-CEA’ WASHDC, | > ; en 

DA | | 
AMGONSUL" IBADAN: | 

AMCONSUL ‘KADUNA. 


e. Tee ‘N FOL: :D: Ee: ‘Ne TODA: an 9503, ‘DEC 676. SGD. HALL TGAN®. COUNTRY: 
NEGERY Ae ‘SUBJECT -UPDATE:: ‘CURRENT' ‘FMG/EASTERN: MIL ‘SI TUAT TON 

DEA FOR DIACOS: ‘CENCSTRIKE! FOR: ‘STRU2s “C3 DAL ‘FOR’ ACS 1.0 

To ENUGU. AREAS, 

Ac ‘COMPETENT: ‘EXPAT: OBSERVERS... INCLUDING: AMCETS2 ‘WHO. HAVE: BEEN’ IN 
AND! AROUND; ‘ENUGU.: ‘AREAGOVER: PAST WEEK.- PAINT. ‘DISMAL. ‘P.LCTURE OF 
ENUGU ‘WHERE: ‘THERE: ‘HAS. BEEN. LITTEES OR: ‘NO “ATTEMPT : ‘TEOY. iUP TOWNS | 
WHERE | LOOTING, “CONTINUES 2. AND* WHERE: WATER: AND. ‘ELECTRICITY. ‘SERVICES 
HANE: “STILL. NOT: ‘BEEN: RESTORED». FURTHER» (OBSERVERS: HAVEDESTINGT 


RAGE. 2 RUTALS: ‘SO7.3CC: C: 0: Fe Ds SEeNe T. TALL 7 
{IMPRESSION APATHY: ON. PAR: ‘ROORS: ‘FEDERAL: FIRST: BRIGADES FIRST. 

DY Ve... WHO” APPEAR: CONTENT “MAINTAIN: BASICALLY: ‘DEFENSIVE: ‘POSITION. © 

AND. LET INDITIATI VE:JREMAd NSW THe REBEL» FORCES: PNw AREA:(WHOUMATNTAIN: 
LIVELY AND: AGGRESSIVE. PATROL: ACTIVE TY: DNs AREA, TO" ENCLUDE” SEVERAL: 
REGENT -AMBUSHES:ON« MAIN SUR ‘ROUTE FROM: NSUKKAS AND NORTH. EN 

VICUNENE MILE::CORNER*.ON:: ‘OELASTONSY, "REBEL: INFIETRATORS ‘HAVE: 
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L RENETRATED INTO. VERY “CENTER ENUGU -AT NITE AND: RECENTLY BLEW 
RAIL BRIDGE ‘CENTER TOWNo “FEDERAL: ‘PATROL ACTIVITY ‘OUTSTDE ‘ENUGU 
WAS BEEN ‘DESULTORY® AT ‘BEST “TROOP ‘COMMANDER LTC: ‘To :DANJUMA. AND: 
e PROOPS APPEAR’ RELATIVELY :UNCONCERNED’ THIS’ ‘REBEL ACTIVITY» 

se HOWEVERs AS: ALREADY .SUBSTANT EAL: ELEMENTS FIRST. ‘BREGADE’ EN ‘ENUGU 
WERE “RECENTLY “FURTHER ‘REINFORCED ‘BY MORE “THAN FOUR’ THOUSAND 

' MEN ‘FROM ‘NORTH ‘SHORTAGE ‘OF OFFICERS: ‘REMAINS -ACCUTE © 

b Bo ‘SITUATION : ‘1D LSCUSSED ‘WITH RELIABLE - ARMY “SOURCES: WHO ADMIT 
SITUATION. JUST -ABOUT «AS IT'-APPEARS. TOiOUTSTDE: (OBSERVERS. ‘ONCE 

, AGAIN» “HOWEVER? « THERE ‘NO: APPARENT CONCERN: ON PART : ‘STAFF, ‘OFF ECERS 
. HERE THAT FEDERAL: CONTROL: ‘ENUGU ‘PRECARU LOUS :OR: “THREATENED o “THEY 
} APPEAR: TOVIEW. SSTTUATEON: AS: ‘SEMILAR’ ‘TOW FORMER “FEDERAL ' ‘POSITION 
re AT NSUKKAS ‘THAT: 1S» LET REBEL “FORCES: DIS ERATE. STRENGTH’ IN CON« 
i STANT ATTACKS OF. ‘DEFENSIVE ‘POSTITIONS « -ANDo ‘WHEN READY» ‘FEDe- 


RAGE 3 (RUTALS i5973CC'C ON FT DE 'N: Tot AL 
7 “BRAL FORCES: WILL:REINFORCE AND ‘MOVE: ‘FOR [NEXT OBdECTIVE® ‘STAFF 
OFFICERS (HERE ‘SAY ARMY 'HQ> ‘KGOS2 (ORDERS: To-FERST “DTV':COMMANDER 
‘GHUWA > ARE “TO ‘HOLD ‘POSTTIONS “ENUGU::AND: 'MAKE®'NO (MOVE = ‘FROM: ENUGU 
UNTIL: ‘ORDERED: DO :SOe 
‘@o TT APPARENT» “FROM CONTACT OTHER ‘SOURCES !HOWEVERs iGOWON , | 
SOMEWHAT URSET ‘CONTINUING: LACK ° ‘SIGNIFICANT FIELD ACTIVITY ‘ON 
PART FEDERAL FORCES* ALL FIELD | ‘COMMANDERS: HAVE 'BEEN 
SUMMONED (LAGOS ‘FOR MEETING: -DODAN 09 1'0QGA ‘DECe ‘SHUWAs ‘MURITALLE: 
ae. MUHAMMED AND ADEKUNLE ‘HERE *PLUS HASSAN ‘KATSIENA AND :ABBA ‘KYARI 
fe ‘(UTC INTGERIAN : sae MIL: :GOVERNOR. ‘NORTH “CENTRAL ° ‘STATE ® 
a Do -DATT :COMMENT# ‘DATT ‘OF OPINION» ‘BASED ‘CONVERSATIONS 
KNOWLEDGEABLE®: eeunceus “THAT LACK RECENT -ACTIVITY ‘PART. ‘FEDERAL: 


a ARMY | DIRECTLY’ AND-;ALMOST ‘EXCLUSIVELY - ATTRIBUTABLE : ‘FATUURE ON, - , 
os RART MURITALLE ‘MUHAMMEDSAND: ‘HIS: ‘SECONDDIV ‘TO EFFECT “CROSSING f 
NIGER FROM ASABA “TO: ONITSHA “AS. HE:HAD ‘PLANNEDs ‘PROMISED AND 

- ‘BOASTED ABOUT: IT WILL BE! RECALLED: THAT ‘ON ‘SEVERAL ‘OCCASIONS. 


“DATT REPORTED LACK: ENTHUSIASM :ON- PART :GOWON:. AND’ .ARMY ‘STAFF ‘HERE 
., FOR ‘MUHAMMED 9S: ‘CONCEPT AND: ‘PLANS’ IN: ‘EACH: “CASE 2 ‘HOWEVER, 
"MUHAMMED®S STRONG: INSISTENCE ‘THAT ‘HE “MWOULD. MAKE - iT ACROSS. TO 
ONITSHA" ‘FORESTALLED:: -OTHER ‘OPERATIONS ‘PLANNED: ‘FOR<FIRST . AND/OR’ 
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L RAGE 4 -RUTALS 5973CC':C ON FED ENTIAL 
THIRD DIVS WHICH ‘WERE ‘TO DOVETAIL WITH ‘MOVE OF SECOND ‘DTV ACROSS 
| RIVER TO°ONITSHAc (FOR EXAMPLE» ‘DATT -‘BELTEVES ‘OVERALL ‘CONCEPT ‘OF 
4 FED OPERATIONS “EN EAST (CENTRAL “STATE ENVISTONED “COORDINATED 
: DRIVE ‘TO 'UMUAHTA “FROM “ENUGU- AND -ONTTSHA.AFTER ‘SECOND’ DEV ‘HAD 
| CROSSED ‘RIVERe IT -RROBABLE THES CONCEPT .ALSO:SAW- THIRD DIV 
DRIVE ‘ON -HARCOURT :BEING :COORDENATED WITH MOVE FIRST AND SECOND 
| DiVS AS REBEL FORCES ‘WOULD “MOVE "TOWARD ‘CENTER IN DEFENSE 
i HEARLAND}e MUHAMMED 'S iULTIMATE AND DISMAL FALLURE» -HOWEVER, 
: RAVE NOW (COST=BETTER. THAN: FWO (MONTHS ‘TIMEs ‘HAVE ‘STALLED: FEDERAL 
INITIATIVEs AND ‘HAVE iNOW’ FORCED “MAJOR ‘REASSESSMENT ENSUING 
FEDERAL ‘ORERATIONS®* IT :BELETVED THIS BASIC PURPOSE Tapay's 
I. MEETING AT -DODANe iGOWON.;CAN sBE EXPECTED: PRESS ALL ‘CONCERNED ‘FOR 
/ REINITSATEON “FEDERAL. INITIATIVE AGAINST -REBEL FORCES 
i 20 NKALAGU AREAS ‘DESPITE LETHARGIC VIEW EVENTS FROM FED FORCES 
. ENUGUs .ELEMENTS ‘SECOND BRIGADE» ‘FIRST :DI'Vs “REPORTED ‘STILL MOVING 
. ‘SOUTH ON NKALGU BRIOGEING AS “THEY iGO*. ARMY: “HO ‘SOURCES SAY REPORTS 
FROM ENUGU INDICATE ‘NOTICEABLE “THINNING /OF REBEL DEFENDERS EMENE 
{EAST OF ENUGU AIRFIELD) AS :SECOND BRIGADE GETS CLOSER TO ‘NKA- 
act AND’ROUTE “ELEVEN « 
CALABAR! 


i) 


RAGES 'RUTAUS. 5O73BCCO COIN. Fe TOSEuN’T OL. A. JL: 
‘ Ae -ARMY :HQ° SOURCES:'SAY : ‘FORWARD.: [ELEMENTS - “REQ THIRD DEV SHAVE 
oo REACHED VILLAGE EKANG (054ON i9849E) 2SE ‘OF TKOM ON ‘BORDER 
‘@KMEROONS “ON <CAL/ABAR/MAMGE © tROAD? “THES “FORCE -HAS INSTRUCTION .L ENK 
UPUWETHSFED “FORGES “FROM“FERST DEV AT “KTOM: “TOWN (@SS8N 3OR42E) 
WHERE -REBEL FORCES JHAVE “RECENTLY :BEEN“RERORTED ACTIVE IN : 
a ‘ROL TYPE. ACTEONS© 
“EHTROUGDEV "RORCE:IMOVING “NORTH : "GALABAR ‘TO KOT LOKRARA : ‘SATD . 
10 BE “@MOVING: LOWLY’: ‘BUT YSTEADLLY 0 | 
he INAVALSACTIVITY 2. 
do TREF PPAR By IMY 494.99 JDEC.67-8 SELEF - THER LA iSALLED:, LAGOS: “0: ‘CALABAR 
O83 P23GADECUWTTH oAPPROX: PEE ‘HUNDRED™ “TROOP Ss :GATTEE JON: ‘HOOF AND 
SORHER MIL 3STORES*© | SLOKOUA “EN VAND-3OUT SOF “ORYDOCK i@BDECe ALL 
CEND TOA T-FONS: AREONTEGERLANUNAVY OENTENDS #SELZE “ICLARA": LF 
“FTAHAS <OPRORTUNTTY + 
5Be i SOBMBENIN “RETURNED "FROM “BONNY “ARBA 307: ‘DEC: WOTH | ‘BARREL : SON 
\BOFORS -4OMM:.AA ‘GUN “BURNED:-OUT~FROM (USE 'BOONY «AREA ‘DURING ‘RECENT 
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REBEL ATTEMPTS SEIZE: AREA» .ALSO ‘RETURNED. WiTe: SEVERAL | ‘ROUNDS 
"BRAND ‘NEW BRITISH” THREE’ ENCH AERCRAFT ROCKETS" WHICH WERE 
SEIZED. none DAWES Per OND: (SEE ‘RAR’ Eos MY 28 DEC: 67): AND Wee 


ROCKET LAUNCHER: DESCRIBED! REF ‘PARAGRAPH - ALLOBETALLSON ‘ROUNDS: 
CAPTURED ‘HAVE’: BEEN: ‘PROVEDED 'UsKo - ‘PERSONNEL IHBRE'WHONIKAVE ASKED 
IJONDON “FOR ‘TRACE’.ON ‘WHERE: ROUNDS ‘CAME ‘FROMa 


OP =30 


‘CONFIDENTIAL 


E pat! 10% any oa, 
| oy MARA Date _ | y 


ht a 2 penn cn nn acne 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


POL 27 BIAFRA-NIGERIA <6 


Co 
SECRET 248 it 
ri 
3 ann 
PAGE @1 819562 Cf 
- rj 
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ACTION AF 6 | | . = 
TNFO SS 19+GPM @3y INR O7sEUR O8sACDA G7+GDP B1r10 O3.RSK GIJFILE olay 
: | — 
MM @{ 4/048 W 
Pp R 6816352 DEC 67 a 
EM USDAO/LAGOS MQ 
TO DIA PRIORITY , ' 
SECSTATE WASHDC on 
CINCSTRIKE , 
CINCLANT ; Oo 
INFO CIA WASHDC © —! 
CA 


AMCONSUL IBADAN 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 
DA GRNC 


-E CR ET 250) DEC 616 SGD HALLIGANe COUNTRY$ NIGERI Ac 
SUBYECT?. UPDATE. CURRENT ‘FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONPS DIA FOR 
DIAC 50s ‘CINCSTRIKE FOR -STRU2-Ct DA FORACSI« 


Te DAO MAP OFFICER» AT MINISTRY DEFENSE MORNING @8 DEC, HAD 
EXTENDED» PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH CIVILIAN SOURCE WHO: HaS 
PROVIDED ACCURATE, TIMELY INFO: IN PASTa SOURCE IS MINORITY 
SOUTHERN TRIBESMANs ‘EUROPEAN EDUCATED, WESTERN ORIENTED AND BY 
VIRTUE WIDE AND HIGH POWERED CIRCLE MIL AND CIV FRIENDS © IN KEY 
POSITIONS ( INCLUDING GOWON) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED TO BE ; 
KNOWLEDGEABLE IN MATTER HE DISCUSSEDe IN SUBSTANCE, SOURCE SAIDs 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 5g53CC SECRET 

Ae SOV AMBASSADOR ROMANOV FREQUENTLY VISITS PERM SECS AND 
COMMISSIONERS IN VARIOUS FEDERAL MINISTRIES ON QUITEs CASUAL 
BASIS» ROMANOV, DURING THESE VISITS, AMPLIFIES SUBJECT RUSS/FMG 
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AIRCRAFT AND ‘"OTHER" DEALS. AND STRESSES FACT SOV "ONLY HERE TO 
HELP eo ROMANOV'S. -CONSTANT ALINE Ts "WHAT DO ‘YOU WANT? WE HAVE 
MONEY AND RESQURCES ‘TQ HELP YOu AND THAT 1S MORE ‘THAN ‘YOUR. 
TRADITIONAL (SIC) FRIENDS ‘CAN SAY OR DOtte ‘REFERRING TO_. 
COMMISSIONERS AND PERM SECS AS "THESE BOYS", SOURCE SAID» “YOU 
MUST ‘UNDERSTAND "A LOT OF THE Boys AREUNHAPPY ABOUT UNITED 
STATES, "HAVE. CHANGED ‘THIER FEELINGS TOWARD, HER AND SEVERAL ‘OTHER 
WESTERN ‘COUNTRIES AND ARE READY LISTEN “PEOPLE LIKE ROMANOV 

"WHO GIVING THEM . LOT FOR NOTHING IN RETURN". AMONG "THE Boys" 
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED BY NAME BY SOURCE WERE “AWOLOWOs ENAHOROs 
LAWSON, -AND OKUNNA" Ss 


e SOURCE» IN VERY SURPRISING STATEMENT, SAID "FMG HAS YET ‘TO PAY 
ONE ‘PENCE “FOR AN L294 A MIG OR ANY OTHER THING" SOURCE ‘SAID 
ths 29s PART OF ‘DEAL UNDER ‘CULTURAL | AGREEMENT FACTs AND MIGS GIVEN 
GRATUITOUSLY TO FMG TO USE: AS FMG "SAW FIT. (DATT NOT ABLE 
EVALUATE ‘TRUTH. THIS STATEMENT THIS. POINT® ‘SOURCE SHOULD KNOW. 
ON THIS SPECIFIC ‘POINTs BUT ACCURACY STATEMENT UNKNOWNe}e ALL 
PREVIOUS 


PAGE ‘3 RUTALS 5953CC SE CRE. T 
REPORTS. HAVE BEEN TO CONTRARYe 


Qe SOURCE ‘SHOWED MAP OFFICER COPY (VOLUMINOUS } OF ‘CONTRACT ° “THAT 
HE HAS WHAD LN: OFFICE ‘SINCE 23 OCTOBER". FOR PURPOSE WORKING OUT 
DETAILS ‘ON -SOVS ESTABLISHING MAINTENANCE. AND. OVERHAUL - ‘FACILITY 
IN NIGERIA FOR .Le« Wegs AND MIGSe ‘SOURCE SAID FMG" INTERESTED IN 
CONTRACT" ‘BUT SOURCE HAS NOT YET HAD TIME TO GO ‘OVER CONTRACT 
FULLYs GP#3e 
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ACTION AF 15 
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: R @8123GZ DEC 67 

- &M AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8522 
INFO AMEMBAASSY ACCRA 1428 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 335 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 479 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 1935 
AMEMBASSY :MONROVIA 598 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 825 
AMEMBASSY YAQUNDE 918 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1487 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 1926 

DIA 

CINCSTRIKE/CINCHE AFSA 


CON FIDENT IAL LAGOS 5049 
je BRITISH ‘HI COM: LAGOS HAS RECEIVED. FOLLOWING. FROM ACCRA 
DATED. DEC 6% "QUOTEs - PTALLO TELLI FLEW ‘To LAGOS FROM 


PAGE 2 RUTALSS940CC c 0 N F Ip EN TIO L 
ACCRA YESTERDAY RETURNING SAME DAYe HE IS BELIEVED TO BE . 
GOING ‘TO ADDIS ABABA TODAY* MINISTRY EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ‘HAS { 
TOLD US HE WENT TO SEE GOWON To TRY ‘PERSUADE HIM START A 
DIALOGUE WITH OJUKWU AND GET HIM_TO DROP HIS INSISTENCE 
Po NS THAT UOUUKWU SHOULD:-MAKE “STATEMENT. ‘RENOUNCING SECESSIONe : 


ee re ae CONFIDENTIAL 
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ANKRAH HAS APPARENTLY “E-~ -ESTABLISHED RADIO ‘CONTACT WITH 
OWUKWU .AND IS ‘TRYING TO GET ‘HIM: ‘TO ACCEPT FORMULA BY WHICH 
QUUKWU RENOUNCES ‘SECESSION IN DEFERENCE © TO OAU AND NOT IN 
RESPONSE TO ‘DEMAND BY ‘GOWON MINISTRY EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. NOT 
OPTIMISTIC. THAT EITHER GOWON. GR OWUKWU WILL ACCEPT. THIS 
ADVICEe MEETING I$ SCHEDULED FOR .LATER IN DAY AT CASTLE. 
wE WILL REPORT ‘DEVELOPMENTS IF ANYs END QUOTE+ 


ae WE HAVE LEARNED THAT CHIEF ANTHONY ENAHORO, ‘COMMISSIONER 
INFORMATION .AND LABORsPLANNING GQ TO ACCRA NEXT WEEK AND | 
REMAIN THERE TUESDAY TO FRIDAYs PURPOSE: HIS TRIP NOT KNOWN» 
BUT EMBe ACCRA. MAY BE ABLE FIND OUT IF HE INVOLVEG IN 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH ANKR Ad RE OJUKWUe 


GP-3e 
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INFO EUR. 20sSP .92,SS :2¢ ray, | 03,86 ®t »aNSC 1@aRSC Ole: O30H @2»SAH EOIN 
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FM aAMEMBASSY .LAGOS 

TO. SECSTATE. WASHDC 8523 

INFO: AMEMBASSY ACCR 1429 
AMEMBASSY ADDISABABA .336 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 47] ‘ 
AMEMBASSY .LONDON {949 a 
AMEMBASSY ‘MONTORIA 599 “ 
AMEMBSSY NIAMEY 826 ‘ 
AMEMBASSY ‘YAOUNDE 919 : 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1488 
AMCONSUL..KADUNA 1927 b 48 
CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA ‘ 
DIA 7 


‘ 
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BRITISH ‘HITCQOM LAGOS (PROTECT. SDURCE). HAS. "RECEIVED FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE FROM ACCRA ‘DATED [2/7267 ‘WREID S'aW ANTWI MINe EXe 
TERNAL . AFFAIRS THIS MORNING, WHO ‘HINTED THAT GOWON NOW SEEMD 


B LESS RIGID ABOUT MEETING OJUKWU PROVIDED: SUCH MEETING WAS 

R HELO. ‘UNDER ‘THE :GHALRMANSHIP (OF; A_LTHIRD PARTY» WHO ANTWI CONe. | 
zi CEDED WOULD LIKELY -BE ‘GENERAL ANKRAHe HE: ALSO HINTED THAT 
ANY ‘SUCH MEETING, IF IT MATERIALIZED, couLo BE AT ABURI«"™ 
: . " 
GP*3* MATHEWS ; : | 
t | 3 : 
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FM ‘USDAO/LAGOS 

TO DIA PRIORITY | 

SECSTATE WASHDC = 

CINCSTRIKE 

CINCLANT - 

INFO CIA WASHDC 

DA 

NS B & 
AMCONSUL IBADAN S 


AMCONSUL KADUNA 
DA GRNC 


CONFIDENT I -A.L @499 DEC 676 SGD HALLIGANe COUNTRY! NIGERI Ae 
SUBJECTS ‘UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONe DIA FOR 
DIACOs .CINCSTRIKE FOR’ ‘STRU2 C# DA FOR ACSIo 


Te ARMY SOURCES “SAY. REBEL EFFORTS RETAKE BONNY HAVE BEEN 
CONTAINED “EOR THIS Go" AND FEDERAL: FORCES NOW IN PROCESS. "TAKING 
FIRMER CONTROL BONNY ISLAND", WHAT. Is REFERRED TO AS BONNY ISLAND 
ts IN FACT “FOUR SEPARATE ISLAND INTERLACED WITH CREEKS» WHICH 

ts, IN THEIR. ENTIRETY ARE ‘ESSENTIALLY INVERTED ISUSCELESE TRIANGLE 

“Bo SHAPE WITH APEX LOCATED ‘FIELD POINT: EXTREME SOUTH AT™ ENTRANCE 

\S BONNY ‘RIVER» BASE RUNS ‘SOUTH EAST FROM WINSTANLEY POINT AT BONNY 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 5643CC CONFIDENTIAL ; 
RIVER. DOWN OPOBO CREEK FOR APPROX Title. MORE THAN HALF’ LENGTH f 
BASE UNTIL IT MEETS ANDONI RIVER WHICH RUNS APPROX SSEo BASE LEG ee 4 
(NORTHERN END) TRIANGLE APPROX EIGHT MILES LONGs EACH OTHER LEG 

APPROX TEN MILES .LONGe NORTHERN MOST ISLANDIN GROUP APPROX 

ONE AND ONE iHALF:.MILES SW/NE AXIS AND APPROX FIVE MILES LONG 
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NWSE AXIS* IT BOUNDED NORTH OPOBO :CREEKs EAST ADONI RIVER» 
SOUTH KELELE .CREEK AND WEST BONNY RIVERs RECENT», DETERMINED 
REBEL ATTEMPT RETAKE BONNY: CONCENTRATED PRIMARILY THIS ISLAND 
WHICH» ACCORDING. FEDERAL. ARMY SOURCES, NEVER. TIGHTLY HELD BY 
FEDS AS IT CONSISTS PRIMARILY VER FEW SMALL VILLAGES: AND HEAVY 
MANGROVE SWAMPSo LENGTH OF BATTLE (SEVEN TO TEN DAYS) 
PRIMARILY DUE DIFFICULT TERRAIN IN. WHICH. BATTLE FOUGHTe ARMY 
SOURCES SAY FEDERAL FORCES. NOW ON ‘THIS NORTHERN MOST PART 
"BONNY ISLAND" SECURING ALL VILLAGES. AND. ESTABLISHING - DEFENSIVE 
POSITIONS ALONG BOUNDARY OF ACCESS RIVERS AND CREEKS DESCRIBED» 
ATTEMPTS REBELS ‘SECURE FOOTHOLDS ISLAND WEST SIDE BONNY ‘CHANNEL 
(TO INCLUDE TOWN PETERS SIDE ACROSS FROM BONNY TOWN} ALSO SAID 
DEFEATED BY FORCES WHICH NOW REINFORCED Ta APPROX TOTAL’ 
GARRISON 3582/40006 
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Ae REF PAR 29 MY 0495 ‘DEC 671 RIVER KWA DEPARTED LAGOS FOR 
BONNY AND/OR ‘CALABAR Q7174O8 CARGO AND. ‘TROOPS ABOARDs ‘NAVY -MADE 
ATTEMPT. HAVE .LAGOS HARBOR MASTER RELEASE ELEF THERIA NITE 
Q7 DEC {VESSEL OWES LARGE SALVAGE FEES FOR RECENT OPERATION 
Be Te 1 PULL HER_OFF SAND BAR iWEST LAGOS) | BUT UNSUCCESSFUL AS 
VESSEL STILL. TIED UP EARLY AFTERNOON @8 DéCa 


Be REF PAR 2A MY 0496 ‘DEC 67: LOKOJA ‘STILL AT ‘NAVY DOCK _ 
APAPAo REF PAR 28, SAME MSG: NIGERIA ‘OUT OF DRYDOCK 97 DECe 
Ce RELIABLE AND KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCE TOLD DAQ STAFFER MORNING 
G8 DEC A "MRe JOSE MONTENSINEE" HAS APPLIED FOR PERMISSION 
BRING ‘HIS VESSEL MVS "CLARA" INTO LAGOS HARBOR "FOR TRADING 
PURPOSES". "CLARA" KNOWN TO :BE EX MVS "BOUNTY" WHICH LONG: 
RELIEVED ENGAGED RUNNENG ARMSs AMMOs EQUIP ETC. FROM SAO TOME 
ANOD/OR “FERNANDO -POO TO "BIAFRAN" ‘PORTS IN. DEFIANCE: FEDERAL eS | 
BLOCKADEs ‘SOURCE: SAYS ALL CONCERNED.HAVE WRITTEN: ORDER. FROM | 
ADMIRAL ‘JeEaAe WEYs NIGERIAN NAVYs THAT HE OR NAVY.BE ‘NOTIFIED fl 
_ . WIMMEDIATELY® IF VESSEL ATTEMPTS. ENTER NIGERIAN WATERSe 


RL HOT Sane oes ac raeeciant mc ete ceene et ec 


3 Be AIR. ‘FORCE s REF: SERTES RECENT MESSAGES PERTAINING STATUS ‘OIL: 
E COMPANY AIR ‘FIELD WEST BANK ESCRAVOS RIVER MOUTH» MID« WEST» WHICH 
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PMO LS: ocean 


Te BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION OFFICER {TONY [NGLEDOW) WENT 
FO ENUGU ABOUT TEN DAYS AGO WITHOUT FORMAL APPROVAL 
i" LAGOS OFFICIALS» HE FIRST WENT KADUNAs THEN MAKURDI 
ee WHERE HE OBTAINED APPROVAL ARMY COMMANDER, COLe SHUWA 
a? TO INSPECT BRITISH PROPERTIES ENUGU AREA» UKHC KEEPING 
UNGLERDYZE ACTIVITIES uee AS POSSIBLE. 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 4958CC CONFIDENTIAL . Eued 
JN LETTER DATED DECEMBER :3 INGLEDOW REPORTED FOLLOWING . ir eo | 

ON CONDITIONS IN ENUGU? \ q 

Acs "THIS PLACE.IS STILL ‘UNDER FIRE .AND EACH DAY HAS cfs os : 

ITS ‘COMPLEMENT OF BULLETS -AND EXPLOSIONSe ‘SO FAR NONE ee: 

HAVE COME WITHIN WORRYING DISTANCE OF MYSELF ANYWAYo 

HH ge "I HAVE CLEARED TWO HOUSES AND AM SENDING THE .LORRY 

BACK. TO MAKURDI TODAY TO. RETURN TOMORROWe I FEAR THaT 

THIS WILL TAKE MUCH LONGER ‘THAN I THOUGHTe IT IS A 

SLOW AND IN SOME CASES A NAUSEATING ‘JOBe 
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Co "TURNER AND NEWALL ‘FACTORY is IN NOsMAN'S LAND 

AT THE MOMENTs HOWEVER 2) BATTALION Is PUTTING OUT A 
PATROL TOMORRUW WHICH I HOPE TO ACCOMPANY IF THE ARMY 
THINK IT SAFEs AND I WILL GET PICTURES OF IT. 

O° "WATER IS VERY SHORT HERE AT THE MOMENT AND BATHS 
NOT ALLOWEDe ALSO THERE IS NONE TO WASH ONE'S 

CLOTHES AND I HAVE .RUN GUT OF ‘CLEAN ONESe I DON'T 
LOOK VERY RESPECTABLE. 

zo" I LUNCHED WITH MAJOR SHELLEM_OF ‘22 BATTALION 
YESTERDAY IN WIS FOXHOLEs VERY. GREAT.FUNo WHATEVER. 
ELSE THEY LACK, THESE CHAPS HAVE GOTIMMENSE QUANTITES 
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OF STAR BEER EVEN IN THE FRONT LINEe 
Fe "THE BIAFRANS ARE VERY NEAR AND BLEW UP THE ROAD 


TO NINE MILe CORNER YESTERDAY*® THERE CAN S& NU QUESTION 


OF ANYONE RE=UPENING ANYTHING AT THE MOMENT I FEAR 
MUCH LOOTING HAS TAKEN PLACE SINCE MY LAST VISIT: THE 
DAMAGE Is EXTENSIVE o" 
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1. Following summary Astrachan article Washington Post Dec 7 under 
headline Nigeria Bars Additions to US Peace Corps: 

A. Nigeria's military govt has stopped entry new PCVs to Africa's 
most populous nation. It most serious result so far of anti-Americanism 
in country wx which once seemed most American-minded in Africa. 

B. Last May there were 790 vols in Nigeria, second largest PC 
contingent in world after India. Now there 326, If Nigeria does not 
request new vols by January, number will dwindle to 200 by next September 
and 41 by Dec 1968, since it takes time recruit and train PCVs. About 200 
vols evacuated Eastern Nigeria in June after it seceded as Rep of Biafra. 
Another 122 withdrawn from Midwest state when civil war spread there in 
August. Another 142 have left western and six new northern states after 
completing normal tours, Having have not been replaced. 

C. One new group 34 vols canceled by Nigeria September, three days 
before due arrive Lagos. Another canceled shortly before to begin training 


October. On Oct 31 Nigeria canceled Qte all pending request Ungte for 


a Tal. Ext, Telegraphic transmission and ~; the ‘ 
AF: AF/P: RLPerkins? 2eSw 12/7/67 2166 classification approved by: AF/P - Mr. Perkins 
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of telegram to 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Classification 
ee who make up about two-thirds all PC here. Other vols in agriculture, 7” 


community development. 

D. Allison A. Ayida, top civil servant federal Min Econ Dev said today 
.there three reasons for clampdown. ’ One was anti-Americanism in many places 
where vols work. Ayida said this made Nigerian security forces fear for vols 
safety last summer. Govt was afraid arrival new vols would trigger incident 
that would qte ruin Nigeria's reputation ungte. Some vols transferred out of 
northern towns considered dangerous. Second reason feeling PCVs at least partly 
pro-Biafra. Ayida said many vols evacuated east publicly showed Biafran 
sympathies on Lagos Beri eails Third feeling PC had always been experiment 
needing evaluation and etnabal: east and midwest provided good occasion for one. 

E. PG Director John McConnell said there was another problem. When he 
pointed out GON officials need for prompt decisions if flow PCVs resume by 
September officials indice ed they qte concentrating so hard on winning the war 
there was mak no time for anything else unqte. McConnell said he had many 
indications local officials all parts country they want more vols in teaching 
and other fields. Country's top education officials now meeting Lagos consider 
govt policies. They expected press for resumption vol recruitment, but no 
certainty GON will agree. 

F, Anti- Americanism here based on Nigerian conceptions US policy toward 
civil war. Four main elements: a) State Dept made statement July sounded as 
though Nigeria had asked military aid crush Biafra's secession. Dept later 


i 

acknowledged Nigeria asked buy arms. US refused necessary export licenses. 
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b) Secretary Rusk later quoted saying US would not intervene Nigeria because 
it qte is Britain's responsibility unqte. He subsequently denied this 

pak particular version admitted American policy leaving major roles Africa to 
former colonial powers, except certain carefully selected countries. But it 
interpreted here as slur Nigerian sovereignty. c) State Dept later publicly 
regretted Nigeria's decision buy arms from Sov Union. This sat poorly after 
America refused Nigeria's request purchase US weapons. d) Biafra has used 
two American-made B-26 bombers. They bought from European sources but 
Nigerians still tend consider them evidence US support for secessionists, 
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te BIAFRA RADIO DECo 4 aT 1200 GMT (MONITORED BY FBIS) | 
: CLAIMED "BIAFRAN FORCES HAVE KILLED A BRITISH MERCENARY IN 
pee BONNYe HE IS CAPTAIN VeCe MARTINS WHO LED A STRONG PARTY 
OF [NFILTRATORSe CAPTAIN MARTINS AND HIS GROUP PUT UP aA 
DESPERATE FIGHT BUT WERE OVERWHELMED." 


ae BRITISH HC SAYS THEY HAVE CHECKED THIS BIAFRAN CLAIM 
AND HAVE FQUND NO EVIDENCE TO CONFIRM IT» MATHEWS © | 
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Cc ONF.I DENT IAL LAGOS 498¢ 


Te AWOLOWO. AND I HAD GENERAL DISCUSSION OF US=-NIGERIAN 
RELATIONS EVENING DECEMBER 5e¢ J POINTED OUT DAMAGE 
. WHICH LATEST SPATE OF VICIOUS ANT I<US PROHNTAWDA IN. 
eo FMG-OWNED POST AND TO LESSER EXTENT IN PROGRAMS 
es NIGERIAN BROAULCASTING CORPORATION COULD DGse AS AWG 
SAID HE RARELY READ POST OR LISTENED TO ANYTHING OTHER 
THAN NEWS BROADCASTS ON ‘NBCa. ai CITED SOME OF MORE 4 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 498%CC CONFIDENTIAL 
OFFENSIVE ITEMS FROM POST AND NBCe 


ae AWO EXPRESSED. DISMAY AND DISGUST AND WENT ON ‘TO 

SAY THAT NO ONE HAD LOWER OPINION OF POST THAN HEe 

POST HAD LONG RECORD OF ATTACKS ON HIM PERSONALLY AND 
ON alt HE STOOD FORe JF HE. WERE COMMANDER*IN@CHIEF, HE 

WOULD CLOSE PAPER DOWN» HE COULD, IN FACT, CLUSE IT 

DOWN. BHISELP BY REFUSING RECURRENT SUBVENTIONS FROM 
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“TREASURY WHICH PAPER NEEDED TO STAY ALIVE. HE WOULD 

NoT 00 SO BECAUSE HE WOULD THEN BE ‘CHARGED WITH ‘USING 
HIS OFFICIAL, ‘POSITION TO DESTROY PAPER ‘CRITICAL OF HIMe 
HE HAD» HOWEVER Ss. ‘URGED GOWON AND CHIEF ‘ENAHORO TO BRING 
PAPER ‘UNDER CONTROL ‘SENCE | IT REPEATEDLY IGNORED FMG 
DIRECTIVES? INCLUDING DIRECTIVE TO STOP ANTI# 2US ‘CAMPAIGNo 


“AWO MADE. USUAL COMMENTS OF. FMG OFFICIALS Tu EFFECT 
Z0st DID NOT SPEAK FOR FMG AN HAD NO INFLUENCE®, I 
DISSENTED ‘ON LAST POINT», EMPHASIZING “THAT MANY NIGERIANS 
AND FOREIGNERS :BELIEVED ‘POST DID SPEAK. FOR FMG AND a 
CONSEQUENTLY ATTACHED © IMPORTANCE TO WHAT IT PRINTEDe MANY | 
AMERICANS, FOR .EXAMPLEs ‘WERE ASKING WHETHER FG WAS ANTT- USe 
MANY NIGERIANS* ATTITUDES TOWARDS US WERE INFLUENCED BY POST* 


PAGE 3. RUTALS 4989CC C o N F IDOE N TIAL 

I THOUGHT IT LIKELY THAT RECENT INCIDENTS OF POLICE 
HARRASSMENT | OF .AMCITS MIGHT WELL. HAVE BEEN OCCASIONED BY 
SUSPICION OF AMCITS PLANTED IN MINDS POLICEMEN BY POST 


he ~ ALSO POINTED OUT THAT LATEST ANTI“US CAMPAIGN IN 
POST WAS OSVICUSLY .COMMUNIST INSPIRED AS MUCH OF .MATERTAL 
PUBLISHED WAS IN CLASSIC TRADITION OF COMMUNIST ANTI*US 
- BROPAGANDAs THIS LED AWO TO ‘COMMENT THAT HE AND .SOME 
OF HIS COLLEAGUES WERE BEING CRITICIZED FOR TUO FREQUENT 
CONTACTS WITH COMMUNIST DIPLOMATS, CITING HIS OWN 
ATTENDANCE AT SOVIET EMBASSY FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY RECEPTIONe 
HE DISCLAIMED ANY IDEOLOGICAL: CONTENT IN THESE CONTACTS | 
WHICH WERE RESULT OF FACT: USSR AND OTHER COMMUNIST STATES 
HAD HELPED FMG IN ITS. TIME OF TROUBLE» I RESPUNDEO THAT : 
FREGUENCY OF CONTACTS BETWEEN NIGERIAN OFFICIAL S AND ‘COMMUNIST™ 
DIPLOMATS WAS NONE .OF My. BUSINESSe POINT I_WAS TRYING TO CP Oe 
x AKE WAS THAT COMMUNISTS WERE USING NIGERIANS AND NIGERIAN ea 
MEDIA TO ATTACK USe I HAD EVERY RIGHT.TO COMPLAIN ABOUT See oe a 
THIS AND TO EXPECT. FMG TO TAKE STEPS TO PREVENT IT» AWO ek 


CONFIDENTIAL: 


i Autor ity’ ‘i 


ile ARA Pate 


pesado WARE IEP CA TEER LET oP a EN ET OS 


neta neni inca eben 


fA EET coe REO 


seat hates esbies Withee bead aT 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


BAGE #3 LAGOS #4989 9618322 


PAGE -4 RUTALS 4#98YCC CONF ILOENTIAL 
NODDED ASSENT 


Be AWU SAID WHATEVER MIGHT APPEAR IN DISREPUTABLE NIGERIAN 
PRESSs IMPORTANT THING WAS ATTITUDE FMG TOWARD USe -HE 

COULD ASSURE ME THAT HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES | WERE SATISFIED 
THAT USG HAD ACTED PROPERLY TOWARD FMG DURING PRESENT ‘CRISIS 
IF some US NEWSPAPERS AND SOME US CITIZENS WERE INCLINED : 
TO BE SYMPATHETIC TOWARD 1BGS THAT WAS CONSEQUENCE OF “TRAGIC: 
EVENTS OF 1966 AND FMG'S OWN INEPTITUDE IN PUBLIC RELATIONS? 
RESPONSIBLE FMG OFFICIAL S BID NOT ‘THEMSELVES CONFUSE ‘PRIVATE 
EXPRESSIONS Us OPINION WITH USG POLICYs 


ge AWS WAS LESS aT EASE ‘THAN IN OUR PREVIOUS PRIVATE TALKS 
ANC WAS NOTICEABLY ON DEFENSIVE ABOUT NIGERIAN=COMMUNIST - 
SELATIONSs IN HIS EXPOSITION UF WHAT COUNTS AND WHAT 

DOES NOT COUNT IN US-NIGERIAN RELATIONS He REVEALED 
INTERESTING UNCONCERN WITH are GRASS ROOTS UNSTE OPINIONe 
GP«Se 
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: SUBJECTs CIVILIAN VISITORS TO ENUGUs DICKG'S COMMENTS ON [B80 
a § EXIT THROUGH CAMEROUN 


le LAGOS PAPERS DECe 6 REPORT THAT UKPABI ASITAAs ADMINIS=_ 
TRATOR FOR ENUGU AND OTHER LIBERATED AREAS EAST CENTRAL STATEs 
LEFT JOS VECe 5 TU GO ENUGBU. ASIKA SAID HIS IriMEDIATE TASK WAS. 
TO SET UP ADMINISTRATIVE NACHINERY AND TO LAUNCH APPEAL FOR "HY 
PEOPLE TO STOP WAR AND RETURN TO OTHER PARTS UF NIGERIA". Sald 
HE REALIZED THAT GAINING SUPPURT FOR HIS ADMINISTRATION AND DIS» 
PELLING IMPRESSIONS CREATED BY GJUKWU WILL TAKE "CONSIDERABLE 


pAGE 2 RUTALS 4979CC CONF I1DENTIAL - 
TIME". ACCOR <DING TO NEWS REPORTS ASTKA'S RECEPTION IN NORTH 
HAS BEEN VERY CORDIALs WITH PEOPLE LINING RGUTE AND CHEERING a 
wIM AT EACH STOP ec 
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be MEMBERS OF NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES COMMISSIOw LEFT LAGOS TO» 
DAY TO MAKE REASSESSMENT OF PHYSICAL FACILITIeS aT NSUKKA AND 
ENUGU CAMPUSES OF UNIVERSITTYOF NIGERIA. THIS 18 FIRST STEP IN 
SLAN TO REGEEN UNIVERSITY SEPTEMBER 1968 (REPURTELD LAGOS 4797 )o 


30 PMG AUTHORIZED SMALL GROUP OF PRIVATE BUST WESSMEN TO VISIT 
ENUGU WEEKEND DECEMBER 2+3 TO SURVEY EXTENT DAMAGE TO TREIR PRO= 
PERTYs GRGUP @ HAlchH INCLUDED TEXACCs CFaAd i eae AND UAC 
{BRITISH » FLEW TO MAKURDI AND DROVE UNDER ARMED ESCORT TO ENUGUe 


LT* COL» tA NUUMAy CoGe IN ENUGUs ACCOMPANIED: CONVOY GF (BUSINESSMEN ere 


CONVOY WAS HELO UP BRIEFLY AT NINE MILE CORNER WWeST GF ENUGU BY 
SKIRMISHe THEY WERE PER EM ETTED TO ENTER EWUGU VHLY DURING DAYLIGHT 
HOURS» AND SPENT NIGHT oF DECEMBER 2 IN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS 

(TN OLD dix BARRACKS} LOCATED UN ALRPORT RUADe TEX ACU 

REP CONFIRMED 


ALL PREVIGUS KEP THAT EWUGU DESERTED EXCERT FUR MILITARYe CON 


Ont 
SULATE AND uSIS OFFICES REMAIN UNGUARDEDe EVIDENCE OF WIDESPREAD 
LOOTING iw Cityve FOR GXAMPLE, TRUCKS WHICH TRANSPURT BEER TO TROOPS 
FROM MAKUREL UN CONTRACT BASIS GENERALLY &ETUKN TU NORTH WITH LOOTED 


CCONF IDE NTIAL 
GOODSe TEXAC KEP O8SERVED OWE SYCH TRUCK LOADING AT GeBo OLLIVANT 

STORE>s IT WAS MADE TO UNLUAD BY TROUPS ESCORTING sUSINESSMEN® THEY 
OBSERVED FRESH DAMAGE TO ROAD ON MILLIKEN HILLe APPARENTLY CAUSED 
BY RECENT SABTAGE> 
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ye PICOs, VUTGCING ANB ASSADON UF CaMEROON TO NIGERIA AUN DEAN 
OF CORPS: SATU LAST WEEK UN DEPARTURE FOR NEW ASSIGNEMT AS 
AMBASSADOR TO PARIS "TrerRe CAN BE NOTHING BETTE ERTHAN THE 
RELATIONSHIP™ BETWEEN NE IGERIA AND CAMEROUN: He ADUED THAT 
CAMEROON GOVERNMENT WILL NEVER ALLOW"BIAFRANS TO USE 
CAMEROGN AS A SASE TO FLEc FO OVERSEAS COUNTS&ESo 
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IN COURSE CONVERSATIOM OTHER MATTERS (SEPTELS) FONMIN KETEMA 
sal HE DISCOURAGED RESULT .OAU-COS. VISIT LAGOS» HE SAID IT 
wAS QUITE CLEAR FNG INTERESTED ONLY IN MILITARY SOLUTION AND 


PAGE 2 RUWSDA 1694 SECRET 

WANTED OAU SUPPORT ITS POLICY ViswA«VIS REBELS ae 

KETEMA DID NOT CONSIDER MISSIUN SUCCESSFUL AND IN RETROSPECT 

ISHED IEG HAD NOT RPT SOT KEEN INVOLVED* HE SAID FNG | 
PRESSING DAU UNDERTAKE SOME SORT OBSERVATION FMG PAST MILITARY J 
ACTION AND INTERNATIONAL UNDERWRITING FMG TREATMENT REBELSe 
HE SAID HE THUUGHT OAU WOULD BE RELUCTANT DO THIS IN. PRESENT { 
SITUATIONe HE HOPES IN TIME FMG WILL BE MORE FORTHCOMING BUT 


5 Be. 1 NOT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT EARLY PROGRESS, 
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MTAcC;, CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2=Cs DA FOR ACS Le . 


ts REF PAR 1Ca MY 3492 DEC 673 RELIABLE ARMY HQ@ AND NAVY HQ 
SOURCES SaY PERSISTENT EFFORTS REBEL 52 BRIGADE AT BONNY ‘CONTINUE 
ITH SULK ACTION STILL’ CONCENTRATED NORTH EAST ‘CORNER BONNY ISLAND 
PROPER» CASUALTIES REPORTED | RELATIVELY HIGH SOTH SIDES. 
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ae NAVAL ACTIVITY: 


Ac REF MY @495 DEC 67:3 NIGERIAN NAT LINES VESSEL "EL. KAMINI"s 
QN NAVAL CHARTER, DEPARTED LAGOS 96863@A. DECe BELIEVED POSSIBLE 
LOADED WITH TROOPS AND SUPPLIES FOR BONNY AND/OR CALABARe .LCT 
NNS LOKOJA LOADED WITH SUPPLIES, EQUIPMENT AND SEVERALHDUNDRED 


TROOPS FOR BONNY PREPARED DEP ART LAGOS G6B715ADEC, BUT HALTED 
BEFORE oe OF HARBOR PROPERe CALLED FOR SHALLOW DIVER. “CHECK 
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STARBOARD. SCREW. AT MID=MORNINGs, LOKOUA: HEADED, BACK NAW: YARD 
APAPA WITH PORT: SCREW ONLY: IN. OPERAT:LON« NO: FURTHER DETAILS 
THIS TIMEs. 

je WNS NIGERLA STILL. DRYDOCK: ARAP Aes EXPAT: NAVAL. SOURCE_IN 

POSITION. KNOW. SAYS: DRYDOCKING: LONG: OVERDUE AND: I'S: ROUTINE». AT 
same TIMEs. HOWEVER». ADDITIONAL. BOF-ORS: 4OMM BELNG. INSTALLED ON 
STERN UPPER: DECK. AFT OF HELLO. P-AD.«. NEGERLa: DUE: OUT. DRYDOCK 

G7 DEC e. 

Ce REF PAR: 2. MY 94.95. DEC. 6.74; AUXTL.EARY: RALVER: KWA. NOW LOADING 
SAME TIME, 26MM OERLIKON AA. MOUNTS: BEING: INSTALLED. ABOARD» 
EXPECTED. DEPAnT LAGOS, FOR BONNY: ONZOR: ABOUT’ }hDEC 

He SDB'S KADUNA», BONNY». SAPELE: DEPARTED. LAGOS. NETE, G5./06: DEC. 
POSSIBLE: CONTINUING. BATTLE. BONNY: AREA, HAS: REQUIRED. EMG DISPATCH 
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ADDED FIREPOWER TO. AREA «. 


ae MISCELLANEOUS: : 

Ae BASED INFO. AVALL. SEVERAL. RELLABKE SOURCES» IT NOW KNOWN 

REFENSE: INDUSTRIES ORDNANCE: EACTORY:s, KADUNAs NOW. IN PRODUCTION 
WEST: GERMAN. 762MM NATO RIFLE G30. PRODUCTION STARTED. EN. EARNEST 

OCTOBER AND. RATE. PRODUCTION: NOW APPROX. ONE. THUUSAND. PER MONTHe 

RELTABLE. AND, KNOWLEDGEABLE. SOURCE HAS; SEEN. WEAPONS, AND. SAYS 
WORKMANSHIP "REAL GUOD's. G3 LS: WEST GERMAN. IMPROVED VERSION 

SPANISH CETME, MODEL. 58, ASSAULT: RIFLES: Lk MADE MAENLY STEEL 

STAMPING WITH ONLY: BARREL. AND: BOLT: COMRONENTS. MACHINED». ‘THUSs 
ALTHOUGH: FACTS. NOT KNOWN. THES: RESPECT. LT ALWAYS. POSSTALE IMPORT 

MACHINED. PARTS. AND. ASSEMBLE WAETH. LOCALLY: STAMPED RP-AR.TS.«,: FACTORY» 
HOWE VERs. KNOWN. HAVE COMPLETE: FACILITIES. FOR: ALL FACETS 
PRODUCTION. THIS: AND SIMLLAR WEARONS': EN: ADD ETLONs, PLANT ALSO 

IN PRODUCTION 762MM NATO. ROUND S'ENCE OGTOBER® GURRENT 

CAPACITY BELIEVED: EHREE. QUARTER MELLEQN, ROUNDS. -RER: MON THe, 

ae LOGISTICS. OF FLCER». ‘NIGERIAN AIR FORGE» TOLD. DAG. MAP OFFICER 
#5 DEC THAT NEW ALR: FORCE LOGESTICs: DEPOT BEING. BULELT LKEJA WITH 
ANTICIPATED. COMPLETION. DATE: THREE MONTHS. 

Ce DAO MAP OFFICER NOTED THREE: MORE: WEST:LAND: WADRLWIND, 
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HELICOPTERS BEING UNLOADED FROM CRATES NIGERIAN AIR FORCE HANGER 
AREA IKEJA AIRPORT MORNING 6 DEC» GP3e 
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an OS ROM ° AmEmbassy LONDON pate: December 6, 1967 
my | *“8) 48 | suBJECT: Nigeria: Times Article by Mike Hoare 
bia bee = REF : Embassy's 44y3n© 
ARMY CIA NAVY 
3). AGS ie oe SI 
Sa +S As mentioned in reftel, Embassy is transmitting herewith 
HF} [0 rie text of Times article of December 1, 1967, written by 
mika Mike Hoare. 
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argm my knowledge: of the fighting 
capabilities ot African troops Icd by 
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eriority in fighter aircraft, b A thought that armed intervention . 
i Bhitain to separate the opposing 


Sbtined to me that they were taking 
ecessarily large hammer to cr 

eFy:small nut, and, as 1 had heard 
; elites damage to their count 


pp my in so doing. , HAA 3 
tisea also thcy had total superidiits 


land bring tbem to the conference 
might be the answer. J] see now 
iis would be totally unacceptable 


M' correct intermediary -is | un- 
dly O.A.U. The tragedy is that 
dy is unable to produce any sort 
-disciplined force with which to 
its decisions, although they do 
peace-making delegation in Lagos 


irinavy havin : 
COeLr |. g recently becn 
f8rted by the delivery of threc Rug 


fo} boats. 


i sporthern outskirts of Enugu, 
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- ‘199n@ffective and extremely costly. 


y view the. last thing that is 
ad is the intervention of merccn- 
oops on either side and I strongly 
ate all those who might be thinking 
Ghi ‘these lines to drop the idea. Per- 
if intend -to. take no part in: it. 
ally convinced that such an inter- 
e would aggravate. the situation 
id:lgad to an alarming cscalation, not 
iiding the possibility of the introduc- 
{Cuban or Russian troops. The 
ct.must be kept down to size, local 
frican. = ! 
Itimate solution will rest in, some 
‘compromise. Unfortunately this 
‘ord which bas no placc in. the 
‘dictionary. J would like to see 
* taking some part in the 
Neen Wations 
Vbhey current image of a paternal 
Britain standing aloof from the conflict 
‘wagging its head in silent disapproval 
is tin Unworthy: one. Britain has a 
responsibility to both parties Which can-: . 
not be shuffled off under. the guise of 
disinterest or the possible accusation of 
‘interference in Nigefian affairs. I am 
sure her. intervention would be wel- 
eomed in spite of the difliculties.. 
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wi UKPABI ASIK AS “ADMINISTRATOR. OF ENUGU “AND LIBERATED” 
- AREAS. OF: AST = ~CENTRAL STATE: WARMLY. RECEIVED: AT RECEPTION: 
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“UP TO THO: HUNOREG: GUESTS. HEARD. “MUSA.  UBMANE WELCOME. 


Beene ere: ‘EVENTS: OF PAST THO. YEARS FOR: WHICH. PEOPLE. 
“ON ALL SIDES WERE: TO [BLAME CONDENN OJUKWU. FOR BRINGING 
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Je PERIOD LAST TWENTYe FOUR HOURS HAS SEEN RELATIVELY LARGE TROOP 
MOVEMENTS IN AND A80UT LAGOS AND SURROUNDING AREAS o AT @4173QADEC 
AMCIT OBSERVER SAW ARRIVAL MWELL OVER ONE ‘THOUSAND TROOPS*( HIS 
INITIAL ESTIMATE ‘CONS TDERABLY HIGHER BEFORE DETAILED QUESTIONING) 
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ARRIVING APAPA TERMINAL NIGERIAN RAILROAD AND: DEBARKING AT ‘ONCE 
QNTO WAITING ‘BUS ‘TRANSPORT. SOURCE UNABLE DETERMINE FROM WHENCE 

TROOPS ‘CAME o BETWEEN BH2BOGA AND B421GQBADEC 672 ‘DAO MAP: OFFICER 

OBSERVED. DEPARTURE APPROX THREE HUNDRED FIFTY ‘TROOPS FROM BONNY 

CAMP (‘TROOP STAGING AREA) VICTORIA ISLAND, LAGOS» ANOTHER 

GENERALLY RELIABLE SOURCE ALSO REPORTS "SUBSTANTIAL MOVEMENT OF 
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TROOPS" FROM FEDERAL GUARD CANTONMENTs ‘(DODAN BARRACKS» NITE 
94 DECEMBER» AT APPROX @5192GADEC 675 LARGE TROOP CONVOY 
QBSERVED ON IKORODU ROAD (ROUTE ONE) IKEJAs PARKED OFF ROAD ‘BUT 
HEADED NORTH OUT OF ‘TOWN TOWARD IBADAN AND MID= WESTe FROM VERY 
CONSERVATIVE ANALYSIS NUMBERS AND TYPES BUSES AND LORRIES 
INVOLV.EDs EXTREMELY ‘CONSERVATIVE ESTIMATE IS TROOPS NUMBER ONE 
THOUSAND .AT VERY MINIMUMe VERY PROBABLY CONSIDERABLY MOREc 
THESE IDENTIFIED BY KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCE AS YORUBA TROOPS WHO 
"SHOUTING WE GOING BENIN's STRONG POSSIBILITY THIS IS GROUP 
NEWLY TRAINED ABEOKUTA DEPOT RECRUITS REFERRED TO PAR to MY 
9489 DEC 67° DESTINATIONe HOWEVER, .APPEARS DIFFERENT THAN | 
CALABAR DESTINATION DESCRIBED BY ABEQKUTA DEPOT COMMANDER REF 
PAR» NOT CERTAIN YET WHETHER ONE THOUSAND TROUPS SENN IKORODU 
ROAD SAME AS THOSE WHICH ARRIVED LAGOS VIA RA{L EVENING @4 DEC 
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3UT MOST LIKELY YES o 


20 RELATED IN SOME DEGREE To TROOPS ‘MOVEMENTS NOTED IN FACT 
SEVERAL ‘VESSELS NOW LOADING APAPA DOCKS AND NAVY YARD APAPAa 
CARGOS BELIEVED TO BE STORES» EQUIPMENT AND TROOPS. GREEK ‘ELAG 
CARGO ‘VESSEL "ELEF THERTA"s 2581 _GROOS TONS» SEQUESTERED BY 
NIGERIAN NAVYs LOADING .APAPA DOCKS. NIGERTAN NAVY AUXILIARY 
"RIVER KWA" (EX DUTCH ‘FLAG MJOTZINA" CAPTURED OFF CALABAR 22 OCT 
aT TIME FMG INVASION CALABAR) HAS MOVED ALONG SIDE DOLK NAVY 
YARD AND APPEARS TAKING ‘ON CARGO. 


ge ON 5 DEC» WELL PLACED .AND KNOWLEDGEABLE CIVILIAN SOURCE 

MIN OF DEFENSE TOLD DAO MAP OFFICER: i. 

Ae HE ABOUT LEAVE FOR "GERMANY" ‘TO.FORMALIZE DETAILS CONTRACT 
WITH DORNIER COMPANY FOR MAINTENANCE"AIRCRAFT OF NIGERIAN AIR 
FORCE™e {THIS BELIEVED TO INCLUDE ALL PROPELLUR DRIVE AIRCRAFT 
ONLY he SOURCE SAID ONE OBJECTIVE NEW CONTRACT IS TO HAVE _. 
HORNIER PERFORM EVEN MAJOR ENGINE AND FRAME WORK IN NIGERIAe AT 
PRESENT MAJOR WORK GOES ‘TO GERMANY .AS DORNIER NOT SET UP AT 
KADUNA TO HANDLE ‘THIS ‘SIZE WORKo 
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Bo ANOTHER RUSSIAN SHIP DUE LAGOS VERY SHORTLY WITH MORE PLANES 
ABCGARDot WHEN PRESSED AT TO TYPE PLANES INVOLVED SOURCE WAS 
HESITANT BUT SAID "PERHAPS MIGS. 


a MIN OF DEFENSE SOURCE SAID @5 DEC ONE OF NAF MIGS STATIONED 


CALABAR HIT IN FUEL TANK BY REBEL FIRE ON RECENT SORTY BUT 
RETURNED SAFELY TO BASEe GP<3e 
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i Te. AT DECEMBER 2 PRESS CONFERENCE COMMISSIONER OF INFORMATION 

er i ENAHORO CONTINUED TO TRY TO CREATE IMPRESSION THAT CHINESE MER- 

CENARIES ARE FIGHTING ‘FOR "BIAFRA' STATING wITH EMPHASIS THAT 
WCHINESE=LOOKING MERCENARIES" FOUND IN ‘CALABAR SECTOR. 


pe FOLLOWING PRESS CONFERENCE ALFRED FRIENDLY» JRe OF NEW YORK 
TIMES HAD BRIEF PRIVATE ‘CONVERSATION WITH ENANOROs FRIENDLY 

TOLD ENAHORO HE WAS GOING TO LONDON. LATER TN MONTH AND CONSID-~ 
ERING POSSIBILITY OF RETURNING TO PORT HARCOURT IN ORDER COVER —_ f 
HBIAFRA" FOR. SHORT-TIMEe ASKED ENAHORO WHAT FinG REACTION WOULD | 
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BE* ENAHORO REPLIED HE COULD NOT PROTECT FRIENDLY FROM SPECIAL 
BRANCH OF POLICE.IF THIS WERE DONE. 
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Be. ENAHORO ‘THEN MENTIONED USIS DEPUTY DIRECTOR CARTER, WHO 

ts A FRIEND OF HIS AND SAID HE WISHED USIS WOULD po SOMETHING 

ABOUT ANTI“AMERICANISM IN NIGERIAe HE SAlp TROUBLE WITH AMER} 

ICANS IS THAT THEY THINK THEY DO NOT HAVE To "SELL" THEIR PRO} 
DUCTs BELIEVING PEOPLE WILL EVENTUALLY REALIZE THEY ARE RIGHTe 
BUT, ENAHORO -SAID¢ IF ANTI=AMERICANISM GETS ABOVE ITS: PRESENT 
| LEVEL» "WE ARE .GOING TO FIND OURSELVES WITH OUR BACKS TO THE 

WALL Me FRIENDLY DID NOT KNOW WHETHER ENAHORO'S USE OF wwer 

REFERRED TO FMG OR TO EWAHORO AND CERTAIN OTHER LEADERS» 


he. BACKGROUND FOR ENAHORO'S ‘COMMENTS MAY LIE IN CONVERSATION 
CARTER HAD WITH ENAHORO NOVEMBER 24 IN WHICH CARTER COMMENTED 
ON RECENT DETENTION OF AMCITS AND SPATE OF ANTI- AMERICAN AR » 
TICLES AND SAI5 THAT IF STORY ON ANTI # ~ AMERICANISM IN NIGERIA 
BROKE IN US PRESS IT CCULD ENCOURAGE THOSE ELEMENTS IN US WHO 
WANT TO REDUCE AMRICAN FOREIGN ACTIVITIES. ENAHRO SAID HE 
REALIZED THIS AND THOUGHT THAT TO RESTORE AMERICA TO HER FORMER 
POSITION OF HIGH REGARD SHE MUST DEVISE "a NEW DIPLOMATIC INI- 
TIATIVE"WHICH WOULD IDENTIFY US WITH FMG ASPIRATIONS+ CONTRARY 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 491GCC COUN F TD -EON°’T To a@ Lk 
TO HIS ‘COMMENT TO FRIENDLY» ENAHORO TOLD CARTER HE THOUGHT 
THERE WAS LITTLE USIS COULD DO ABGUT ANTI-AMERICANISM. 


Be FRIENDLY» LIKE A NUMBER OF OTHERSs FINDS ENAHORO COMPLEX 
AND AT TIMES DEVIOUS, AND HE DOUBTS THAT ENAHORO HAS REAL 
CONCERN OVER ANTI“AMERICANISMe 
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SUBJECTS UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL ‘STTUATIONe DAI FOR 
DIACOs :CINCSTRIKE FOR STRJ2=C# DA FOR ACSI» 


Te FOLLOWING AVAIL FROM RELIABLE. SOURCES ARMY HO 94 DEC: 
As ENUGU AREAt IN LONG CONTINUING ACTION TO EAST ENUGUs FORWARD 
ELEMENTS SECOND BRIGADE, FED FIRST DIV, MOVING SOUTH ON aAxIS 


PAGE 2 -RUTLAS 49g2CC CONFIDENTIAL 
EHA AMUFU/NKALAGU ROAD HAVE BRIDGED RATHER SUBSTANTIAL . | 
STREAM WHICH CUTS ROAD JUST SOUTH POINT WHERE SIDE ROAD AND 
RAIL SPUR LEAD EAST FROM ROAD TO. CEMENT FACTORY PROPERes FORCE { 
NOW AT ANOTHER SUBSTANTIAL STREAM SITE ON ROAD APPROX THREE AND 

ONE ‘HALF MILES NORTH TOWN-NKALAGU PROPER (@629N 6746E).0 SECOND 

BRIGADE ‘COMMANDER, LTC aBISOYEs REPORTS REBEL RESISTANCE 
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WEAKENING THIS SECTOR aFTER LONG PERTOO VERY SUBRURN DEF ENS 
WHICH MADE EFFECTIVE USE Facr ROAD CUT FREQUENTLY BY RIVER 

AND STREAM BRIDGES, TO NORTH EAST. ENUGU AND Ena ANUP Us REBEL 
FORCES HAVE ONCE AGAIN ALOWN RECENTLY REPAIREU RAJLAGAD SRIDGE 
SOUTHWEST OF i3UMALE (@459N @758E eo (IN EXUGU PROPER, RECENTL, 
RETURN AMCIT COMMERCIAL SOURCES SAY SECURITY CURFEN IN EFFECT 
BETWEEN 2139 AND 9608 BAILY AS REBEL SNIPING GENERAL LY PREVAILS 
OUR ING THOSE HOURS} . Pa 
ge CALABAR! THIRD DIV REPURTS STEADY PROGRESS TOWARD TKOT 
OKPQROe DIV COMMANDER LTC ADEKUALE TIN LAGOS FUR CONSULTATIONS 
WITH GOWON AND MIL STAFF @1 THROUGH AS DE Se: 

Ca BONNY: DURING PERIOD 28 wOVeAT DECs REGER "ORCE ZOENTIFTED 

AS. SECOND AND THIRTE ENTH ENS OF REBEL Se ERTGAO (HO PORT 
HARCOURT)s WHICH BELIEVED ESPECIALLY RAISED 440 TRALNER FOR TASK 
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RETAKING BONNY, STAGED THREE SEPARATE ATTACKS AGAINST FED 
POSITIONS PERTERSIDE AND NE CORWER BONNY ISLAbD PROPER, DESPITE 
INTIIAL REBEL SUCCESS AT PETERSIDE AND SEIZURi ONE FEDERAL 

AOFORS MOBILE 4aMM AA GUN» FEDERAL FORCES EVENTUALLY BEAT OFF 
ATTACKS AND RETOOK BOFORS INTACT. (RELIABLE EX\PT COMMERCT AL 
SOURCE RECENTLY RETURNED FROM SONNY AREA TOLD DaTT THAT IN COURSE 
RECENT ACTIVITY THIS AREA FED FORCES MADE RAID ONDAWES ISLAND i 
IN MAIN BONNY CHANNEL 4=PROX TWO AND ONE HALE MILES SOURTH OKRIKAo 
RAIDING PARTY SROUGHT JACK OVE" HOME MACE BUT VET, CLUVEWLY 
CONSTRUCTED RUCKET LAUNCHER (SIC", "MADE TO HANDLE. PRETTY GOOD 
SIZED STUFF (NO FURTHER DETAILS |", MOUNTED ON TWO WHEELED 
CARRIAGE*s SAME SOURCE SAID THAT DURING PEIOD STAY AT BONNY 

25 THROUGH 27 NOVe NO 8REL AIR ACTIVITY NOTEDs 

Be MID WEST: a = So 

(1) YET ANOTHER Se REBEL RAIDING PARTY ATTACKED FED POSTTIONS 
PATANI (9514N9613 NO FORCADUS RIVER 39 NOVs, BUT SGURCES CLAIM 
ATTACK BEATEN OFF “WITH CAPTURE ONE REBEL SOAT USEC IN TRANSPORTING 
REBEL PARTY> . 

(2) EXPAT COMMERCIAL SOURCES SAY_ANOTHER SIGN RESEL INFILTRATION 
AND ACTIVITY IN MID°WEST INS FACT LAST SEVERAL SHIPS MOVING THROUGH 
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MAIN CHANNEL FROM ESCRAVOS. TO SAPELE HAVE RECO “SUBSTANTIAL 
AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FIRE" FROM VICINITY YOUNGTOWN CROSSING 

(@555N @518E)+ Se ee ok : : . 

(3) LTC MURITALE MUHAMMED, CO FED SECOND DIV AND STAFF STILL IN 
LAGOS @4 DEC» WORDs HOWEVER», IS THAT DIV MISSION HAS BEEN FIRMED 
UP AND MUHAMMED SUMMONED TO DODAN MORNING #4 LEC FOR INSTRUCTIONS 
FROm GOWON WITH RESPECT NEW MISSIONe SOURCES SAY ENTIRE OIVe 
LESS SECURTTY FORCE FOR ASABA BRIDGE HEAD SITE» WILL MOVE AS DIY 
HAS ‘SECURED SUFFICIENT TRANSPORT FOR NEW MISSIONS NO WORD ON NEW 


MISSION FORTHCOMING THIS POINTe : 


Be AIR ACTIVITY! ‘TWO FOUR PLANE MIG FLIGHTS RELIEVED 
OPERATIONAL’ ONE FLYING FROM MAKURDI OTHER FRUM CALABAR. | 
BELIEVED THAT» DEPENDENT UPON MISSION ASSIGNED» PLANES MAY FLY 
FROM ONE FIELDs EXECUTE OPERAIONAL TASK AND CONTINUE ON TO LAND 
AT ANOTHER» RECENT FED AIR ATKS HAVE BEEN CONCENTRATED AGAINST 
HARCOURTs ORON, UYOs ONITSHA AND REPORTED RESEL ROAD AIR STRIP 
NORTH OWWERRIe 


a0 NAVAL ACTIVITY: 
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Ae NNS NIGERIA TO DRYDOCKLAGOS @7 DECe STILL IN AS OF ‘THis DATE: 
NATURE ACTIVITY NOT YET KNOWNe | 7 ee 

Bo EXPAT NAVAL SURCES SAY RUSSTANS NOW WORKING WITH TWO. CREWS 
ON TWO NEWLY DELIVERED RUSS ORIGIN PATROL BOATS» SOURCES SAY 
TRAINING BEING ‘CONDUCTED DAILY IN ‘WATERS OFF LAGOS BUT, IN 
OPINION SOURCES,» NAVY CREWS RESPONOING VERY SLOWLY TO RUSS 
TRAINING AND QGUIPs EXISTANT LANGUAGE BARRIER (RUSS CREWS 
FORCED WORK THROUGH INTERPRETER ‘SENT OUT DAILY FROM Russ 
EMBASSY LAGOS) SAID TO MAKE JOB EVEN MORE DIFFICULT THat WOULD 
BE EXPECTEDe TWO SHIPS OBSERVED OFF LAGOS g3G93HADEC FIRING 
DCK MOUNTED :DUAL 25MM AA GUNSe 


4o MISCELLANEOUS: . es 2 nee 
Ao DUTCH FLAG VESSEL COMPLETE DISCHARGE CARGO AND DEPARTED 


LAGOS O31490A DECe UNUSUALLY HEAVY .ARMY GUARD ON -SHEDS 


ined q 


CONTINING ‘CARGO WHICH SAID TO INCLUDE "BOMBS AND ROCKETSN, 
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go LIBERIAN FLAG CARGO VESSEL ACAPULCO PRESENTLY OISCHARGE ING 

MIL CARGO APAPAo BELIEVED CARGO INCLUDED ONE HUNDRED SPANISH 
MADE ECIA 8{MM MORTARS MODEL 1951 (ITEM FOMe24>1O1G-3=8iepy 
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FROM : AmEmbassy, NIAMEY DATE: December 2, 1967 
SUBJECT: Diori Comments on OAU Mission to Lagos | 

REF : Niamey tel 738 | 

~ | 


At his English language lesson Novenber 26, President Diori talked 
about his trip to Lagos. He described the city as one under a state 
of siege. Soldiers and armored cars were evident everywhere they went. 
SAA Government officials were extremely nervous and hence suspicious of 
everyone, including the visiting delegation. It took many hours of. 
reassuring conversation to convince the Nigerians that the delegation 
was there in the interests of the federal government, The delegation 
had to concede that they were there to consult, not to mediate. 


The final communique took hours to draft because the Nigerians 
insisted, to Diori's disgust, that everything had to be written in 
much more precise language than the delegation thought necessary. 


Diori said also that the Nigerians were confident of wrapping 
up the military campaign by the first of the Mata However, there is 
concern (not clear whether his, the. delegation! s.or the Nigerians: Le 
that the Biafrans will shortly abandon open type military warfare for 
guerrilla techniques. 


. One would gather from Diori's description that the delegation 
was so involved in arguing purpose and defining terms with the Nigerians 
that there was little time for examining the situation or making con- 
structive proposals. 
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Memorandum of Conversation 
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DATE: December 1, 1967 


bs fy 

SUBJECT: Professors' Views on Situation in "Biafra" a . ss 
20K 

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Joseph Palmer 2nq¥\Assistant Secretary for Africa 2 = 
Mr. Robert P. Smith, ternate Country Director, AFW i‘ -~ 

Dr. Conor Cruise O'Brien, Regent Professor of Humanities, Ss 


New York University 
Dr. Stanley Diamond, Professor of Anthropology, New School for 
XORIESXTOXK Social Research and Columbia University 
Dr. Audrey Chapman, Assistant Professor of Government, 
Barnard Universit 


2S RET Sea eR TR a ee te nee 


COPIES TO: AF H Embassy Lagos 
AFW INR—/©2 Embassy London 


[ Mr. Palmer welcomed the visitors, noting that the impetus for the meeting had d 
come from his telephone conversation with Congressman Lee Hamilton. He said that 
he had been informed of the results of the earlier visit to the Department by Dr. 
O'Brien and Dr. Diamond but was glad to hear them personally, particularly since 
they had been in the former Eastern Region of Nigeria so recently. 


Dr. Diamond said his trip to Enugu and subsequent events had convinced him that 
there were two compelling reasons for Biafra's vigorous drive to assert its 
independence, The first he described as the absolute Eastern requirement for a 
"nrotective political sovereignty," one which would be capable of protecting their 
lives and property. He noted that it would be difficult for any people to bear 
allegiance to a state which could not or would not protect its people, a situation 
now obtaining in Nigeria. This desperate need underlies the Ibo drive for inde- 
pendence and unity. Because of past massacres of Ibos, they are now convinced 
that any future similar incidents must be an international incident--not simply 
an internal matter--and only by establishing their sovereignty could they have 
recourse to the United Nations. 


Lec 7Of 


fee 


The second reason cited by Dr. Diamond was the "fusing of a modern nationality" P | 
in Biafra, which he described as a nationality in depth by a people stigmatized : | 
in their own land. Dr. Diamond said that this Eastern fusing of a modern : 
nationality was occurring for the first time in Africa. It need not neces-~ 
sarily coincide with the establishment of a state, but he felt strongly it is 
suceeding and that the fact of nationality will be to be reckoned with in the 
y 
eves Gy, 
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Dr. O'Brien believed that Biafran sovereignty could not be bargained away 
before a ceasefire but that a de facto solution short of Biafran sovereignty 
would at least be possible if there were intermational guarantees and a roll- 
back of FMG troops to Eastern borders. Dr. Diamond interjected that Biafra 
cannot be defeated militarily, although it could be decimated. 


EET OS EEE IT Ea 


Mr. Palmer agreed that the strongly felt need for a protective political 
sovereignty was essentially the issue. He explained some of the difficulties 
involved in moving the dispute from the battlefield to the conference table, 
stressing the FMG insistence as a pre-condition that Biafran sovereignty must 

be renounced and the twelve states accepted, He noted that the FMG had the 
support of the rest of Africa in its position. Dr. Chapman said that some 
African leaders were nevertheless sympathetic to the Biafran cause. Mr. Palmer 
agreed that no one in Africa or elsewhere wanted the Ibos overrun, but secession 
itself was simply unacceptable to African leaders and they have no choice but to 
Support the FMG, 


Dr. O'Brien asked about the possibility of a ceasefire without political pre~ 
conditions as a preliminary to negotiations. Mr. Palmer responded that this 

was probably not possible on either side without at least preliminary discussion 
of the overriding issue of Biafran sovereignty and without the introduction of 
some third party to assure observance of the ceasefire. 


Dr. O'Brien then showed Mr. Palmer a letter he had received from Eric Ashby, 

Vice Chancellor of Cambridge University. Mr. Ashby had written in August to 
three prominent Nigerians, Sir Kashim Ibrahim (former Governor of the North), 

Sir Francis Ibiam (former Governor of the East), Dr. Okoi Arikpo (present FMG' 
Commissioner for External Affairs), to suggest the possibility of an initiative 
by heads of Commonwealth universities to stop the fighting. Mr. Ashby indicated 
he had received "friendly but noncommittal" replies from the three Nigerians to 
his August letter but was willing to follow up on it again if it had any hope of 
succeeding. Mr. Palmer said that anything that would help end the present tragic 
hostilities would of course be most welcome, 


Dr. Chapman noted that she disagreed with the widely held view that Ojukwu was 
not supported by his own people and that he is likely to be replaced by more 
moderate leadership. All three believed that the extent of minority disaffection 
in the East had been exaggerated by the Federal Government. Dr. O'Brien said 
that the Very Reverend Bernard Kelly, the Vicar Capitular of Enugu, was not in 
this country and could probably provide additional information about the current 
feeling among Eastern minorities, 


Dr. O'Brien expressed the fear that the Nigerian economy will be ruined if the 

‘ war continues much longer and asked rhetorically who would pick up the pieces. 

; Dr. Chapman wondered why the United States could not do more to stop the fighting, 
i noting that the Biafrans trust the United States more than any other foreign 
power. Mr. Palmer reiterated his view that the earliest possible settlement of 

‘ the Nigerian dispute was of vital political and economic importance to other 

_ African states and that they must take the lead in its resolution. Dr. O'Brien 
asked whether we should not be using our influence with African states to urge 

4 


their involvement. Mr. Palmer mentioned the OAU mission to Lagos and noted that 
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there were other things going on behind the scenes, the details of which we 
could not now discuss. The United States has done and will continue to do what 
we can. However, there is no absence of possible forums for talks between the 
FMG and the rebels, and the failure of significant talks to materialize can be 
attributed in large part to foot-dragging by the Ibos, 


Dr. Diamond noted that the OAU mission had not accomplished very much and that 
Gowon does not listen to the OAU in any case. He probably would listen to the 
British, but the UK, with its hands full at home, was not in a position to help. 
Mr. Palmer said some encouragement could be taken from the Kinshasa initiative 
itself, as well as from the fact that the Mission actually met in Lagos. He 
stressed the depths of emotion present in the Nigerian conflict and noted that 
civil wars do not yield easily to reason. Nevertheless, he was encouraged that 
four African states, including two neighbors of Nigeria, had persisted in their 
efforts, He added that the extreme tone of the Biafran reaction to the OAU 
mission was of course not helpful. In short, despite obvious difficulties, 

Mr. Palmer felt that it was significant that some progress had been made in 
Africanizing the problem. 
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In answer to Dr. Diamond's question about the current military situation, Mr. 
Smith summarized recent developments ‘and stated that while there had been no 
significant military changes, fighting was continuing in the Enugu and Calabar 
areas, Artillery fire was being exchanged across the river at Asaba and 
Onitsha, The FMG enjoyed significant military advantages, but the rebel 
resistance was continuing. 


Dr. Diamond said that the Chinese Communists had recently made statements 
favorable to the Biafrans, and Dr. Chapman added that the Biafran radio had 
also recently made some pro-Chinese Communist statements, Dr. Diamond..asked 
whether the Portuguese were continuing to supply arms to Biafra, Mr, Palmer 
responded: that our “information was not that the Portuguese were supplying arms, 
but that they were facilitating their movement to Biafra. 


Dr. Diamond was gratified that the U.S. voice was being heard in the right 
wo places but continued to hope that some sort of "preventive diplomatic inter- 
vention" might be possible. Mr. Palmer replied that the African states now have 

j the greatest capability for such action, particularly since the OAU Mission 

& has now been seized with the problem. He wondered, however, about the realism 

‘ of the views of the rebel leadership. Dr. Diamond was convinced on the basis 
of his visit that their views are very realistic indeed. Ojukwu has no hopes 
of conquering Nigeria or of ultimate military victory. He wants only to restore 
his own borders and to insure the physical protection of his people. Dr. 
Diamond also questioned the stability of the FMG and said Ojukwu may be able 
simply to outlast the FMG in the current struggle. Mr. Palmer said our infor- - 4 
mation was that the dangers of further secession had receded significantly in dt 
recent months, and that Chief Awolowo seemed to be adhering firmly to his : 
decision to support the Federal Government. : | 


Dr. Diamond thanked Mr. Palmer for receiving them and said their basic purpose 
had been to express their dismay at what was happening in Nigeria and to underline 
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the dangers to the civilian population of the East should Federal troops 
continue to move into the heart of Iboland. Mr. Palmer assured him that we 
were fully aware of these dangers, that we were doing more behind the scenes 
than could be revealed and that despite other problems in Africa, his 
personal preoccupation with the Nigerian problem occupied most of his waking 
moments, 
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“ gUBUECTI UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL “SITUALONe: DIA ‘FOR 
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HOLDING KEY ‘HIGH GROUND POSITIONS WEST, NORTH AND SOUTH IKPARA 
COAL MINES. APPROX THREE. MILES SE OF -ENUGU. SOURCES SAY ATTACK 


_ -REPULSED WITH HEAVY LOSSESe 
{ / 3s CALABAR AREA’ REAR ADMIRAL. UeEeAe WEY VISITED CALABAR AREA 


jo AND SEER OUNUENG AREASs. “AND TOpN ON WAY CNORMAL OPERATIONS WITH 


3@ NOVe HE REPORTES FEDERAL ‘THIRD DIV FORCES FIRMLY CONTROL TOWN: 
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MARKETS DOING THRIVING BUSINESS. AND NONelaQ CIVILIANS RETURNING 
IN "LARGE ‘NUMBERS. WEY INDICATED CONTINUED REBEL PRESENCE 

TOWN ‘ORON (@449N 9814E.)y.FROM WHENCE CROSS RIVER CHANNEL TO 
CALABAR SUBJECT-REBEL ARTY (]@5MM) FIRE, HAS PROMPTED - 
CONSIDERATION ONCE AGAIN OF "FEDERAL MOVE AGAINST ORON "NEAR 
FUTURE"+ WEY INDICATED NEWLY WON FEDERAL. POSITIONS ‘CREEK TOWN 

| (PAR LCa MY @482 ‘NOV 67) LIKELY. BASE “FOR MOUNTING OPERATION 
JARGETED AGAINST ORONo FOUR MIGS NOW BASED AND OPERATIONAL. 
i 

\ 

{ 


CALABAR HAVEs IN ADDITION HARCOURTs ADDED QRON TO TARGET LIST 
AND HAVE HIT REBEL POSITIONS ORON "SEVERL TIMES" ON 1 DEC) 
COMMANDER -NIGERIAN ARMY DEPOT ABEOKUTA. TOLD DATT. THAT "THE ONE 
THOUSNAD RECRUITS GRADUATING TOMORROW FROM ABEOKUTA ALL: GOING. 
CALABAR"s INFO.AVAIL INDICATES THIRD ‘DIV PLANWERS RESPONSIBLE. 


FOR OPERATION TARGETTED AGAINSL IKOT OKPORO NOW GIVING SOME 
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CONSIDERATION TO ‘UMUAHIA AS-POSSIBLE TARGET THIS DRIVE« 


2. REF PAR I MY 9485 NOV. 675 ON 30 NOV DATT DISCUSSED iSTTUATION 
SECOND DIV. WITH RESPECT QNITSHA TARGET, WITH USMANe SOURCE ; 
CONFIRMED THAT SECOND ‘DIV COMMANDER MUHAMMED HAS ABANDONED. IDEA 
SEIZING ONITSHA BY DIRECT RIVER ASSAULT» SOURCE SAID SITUATION 
| HAD GOTTEN TO POINT WHERE. "COMBINATION RIVERAND HEAVY ‘REBEL 
-- GEFENSES ONITSHA :JUST* TOO MUCH FOR SECOND O1V HANDLE WITH 
EQUIPAVAILABLE"s MEETINGS WITH GOWON AND ARMY STAFF FIGURES 

THIS WEEK WERE TO DECIDE FUTURE RULE DIV IN FACE THIS BASIC” 
CHANGE MUHAMMED'S PLANSe SOURCE SAID .GOWONs WHO KNOWN ‘NEVER 

TO HAVE BEEN .KEEN ON MOVE FROM ASABA ‘DIRECT ONITSHAs, 2 tow 
READILY APPROVED CHANGE IN CONCEPT POINTING OUT THAT. WITH NIGER 
RIVER NOW FALLING By Meee tea. - cane 

RAP]DLY AND EXPOSING MANY SAND BAR OBSTACLES | 

THE ALWAYS FORMIDABLE TASK NOW BE EVEN GREATERe SOURCE |. 
THOUGHT DIV WOULD NOW ‘MOVE INTO ACTION.IN EAST-CENTRAL STATE(1BO 
HOMELAND) (POSSIBLE CROSSING AT IDAH_ FERRY SITE) AND ENGAGE REBEL 

| FORCES ON .LANDs SOUCE ‘SAID "OUR ‘TROOPS ‘OKAY ON LAND BUT THEY 
HAD LITTLE STOMACH. FOR RIVER. ASSAULT _AFTER VERY FIRST SETBACK" 
ALL THREE OFFICERS. MENTIONED :REF PARAGRAPH HAVE SPENT ‘MUCH TIME 
ar ee re aay dais eae | | - 
| Fine ats . EG eee es 
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IN LAGOS AREA ATTEMPTING ROUND UP SUFFICIENT TRANSPORT FOR NEW 
LAND BASED CAMPAIGNe USMAN SAID GOAL IS FIFTYPERCENT AUTH DIV | 
VEHICLES WITH REST TO .8¢ OBTAINED BY "LOCAL REQUISITION IN AREA 
COMBAT.» THREE OFFICERS gELTEVE NEEDED VEHICLES WILL. HAVE BEEN 
OBTAINED "WITHIN NEXT ‘SEVERAL DAYS" AT WHICH TIME THEY WILL 


RETURN DIV "WALCH NOW. PREPARING MOVE". 


ge ABEOKUTA DEPOT COMMANDER REFERRED: TO ABOVE TGLO DATT 
FEDERAL FORCES HAVE "BEEN HAVING SOME TROUBLE WITH REBELL 
INFILTRATION AND SABOTAGE" IN SOUTHEASTERN POSTIONS MID*WEST 
STATEs SOURCE SPECIFICALY IDENTIFIED UGHELLI AS ONE OF AREAS 
OF -"TROUBLE"s+ (THIS COULD WELL ACCOUNT FOR CURRENT APPARENT 
ELECTRIC POWER SHORTAGES LAGOS AREA WHICH ATTRIBUTED BY ECN To 
NGENERATOR TROUBLES UGHELLI STATION". 


4e AIR ACTIVITY acne _- - 
Ae CALABAR BASED MIG HIT AND DESTROYED REsEL HELICOPTER VIC OYO 
29 NOVe FROM RADIO INTERCEPT ON INCIDENTs NAF SOURCES SAY CHOPPER 


CARRYING"GROUP SENIOR REBEL OFFICERS.» NO NAMeS OROTHER DETAILS 


KNOwNe 
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Be NAF SOURCES SAY REBEL USE HIGHWAY LANDING STRIP_EAST AWKA 
(PREVIOUSLYREPORTED) HAS BEEN SOMEWHAT CURTAILED BY PROXIMITY 
STRIP TO ENUGU AND FEDERAL FORCES» (APPARENTLY REBEL AIR FORCE 
WARY OF (CONCENTRAT.INGREWUIRED FACILITIES IN POTENTIALLY . 
VULNERABLE AREA)» SOURCESs HOWEVERs SAY REBELS NOW USING 


SIMILAR HIGHWAY STRIP "NORTH OF OWERII". ON ORLU RUAD« 


Se NAVAL AND -RELATED ACTIVITY: 


Ae NIGERIAN WAVY VESSELS AT SEA ARE’ SDB BENIN OUT SINCE 23 NOV» 
SDB ENUGU OUT SINCE 24 9 


CTs AND. PC OGUJA OUT SINCE 3@ NOV. ALL 


UTHER COMBAT VESSELS AT APAPA BASEe. 


Be NIG NAT LINES VESSELS, ORANYAN AND_EL KaMINi ARRIVED Lagos 
FROM, EUROPEAN. PORTS. 3 NOVe EL KAMINI UNLOADING VEHICLES AND 
AMMO-FROM Uke ORANYAN HAS BLASTING POWDER. AND -48 CASES TEARGAS 
ON BOARD FOR FMGe 
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on OUTCH FLAG CARGO VESSELy 455 GROSS TONS, ARRIVED LAGOS 

| DiD7WVe - RELIABLE ‘AND: KNOWLEDGEABLE. SOURCE SAID: AMONG ITEMS ARXMS 
| AND ARMMO CARGO ARE- "BOMBS e ee Be xe 

ATHENS 


{ 
i 
‘ 
4 
t 
j ' 
4 
! f 
H i 
q 


SS NP Iie Se Lane et ta de eT 


~~ 


" SEtRET 


E i wtiior pe ‘i 


oy Me ARA Date {C | 


